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Number of Course:
HIST 111
Name of Course:
World History to 1500
Catalog Description:  This course will trace the development and spread of Afro-Eurasian civilization from its traditional centers into outlying regions such as Western Europe and the Americas. The class will emphasize a “world historical” viewpoint rather than simply studying whatever culture happens to be the farthest west. The course content will be organized around two themes: 1) Moments of contact between civilizations, whether the points of contact are between ancient political centers or the spread of ideas and institutions across political boundaries; and 2) The tension between agrarian-urban centers and those pastoral regions on their periphery. The course will culminate with the transformation of Western European society and the arrival of Europeans in the Americas in the late 15th century. All of the readings will be a combination of primary sources (in English translation) that reflect the cultural history of whatever geographic area and moment in time is under discussion and one textbook.
Credit Hours:  5


Time and place of the course: Varies

	Instructor
	Matthew Wells
	

	Office Location
	ACK 204-C
	

	Phone; Email
	2-3079
	

	Office Hours
	W/R 10-12
	


General Education Category:

This course fulfills the GenEd requirement for General Knowledge: Disciplinary Breadth, Category One: Study of Aesthetics and Humanities; Category Two: Study of Human Behavior; Category Three: Study of the Natural World; Category Four: Study of the Arts and Creative Process; Category Five: Study of Logic, language, and Culture

Learning Outcomes: 

Students will achieve or enhance college-level competence in skills such as close reading, critical thinking, note taking, and writing. Students will also practice “soft skills” required for any job or professional field such as the timely submission of work, attendance, and public speaking/group discussion.

University Writing Requirement Outcomes:

Required Texts or Suggested Materials:  

· William H. McNeill. A World History (3rd edition)

· Peter N. Stearns, et al. Documents in World History, vol. 1
· Aristophanes. Lysistrata 

· Confucius: The Analects (D.C. Lau, trans.)

· Course Packet

Brief Outline of Course: 

Key: A World History (WH) assignments are listed by page number. Documents in World History (DWH) assignments are listed by entry number. Items prefaced by a plus sign (+) are in the course packet.

1. (Sept. 25-29) Ancient Civilizations and the Emergence of the Written Record


WH: 22-75


Wednesday: Workshop A1


Thursday: DWH 1, 2; + Upanishads; +Book of Odes; +“Oracle bones”

            QUIZ #1 FRIDAY

2. (Oct. 2-6) Early Mediterranean: Greece, Egypt and Rome


WH: 113-119, 133-165


Tuesday: DWH 3, 4, 13, 14; Lysistrata

Wednesday: Workshop B1


Thursday: DWH 15; + “Gospel of Thomas”; +Plutarch: “Alexander”


QUIZ #2 FRIDAY
3. (Oct. 9-13) Classical Indian Civilization and the Emergence of Buddhism


WH: 76-88

Tuesday: DWH 9, 10, 11, 12, +Vimalakirti: “The Goddess”

Wednesday: Workshop A2

4. (Oct. 16-20) Classical Chinese Civilization


WH: 102-112, 166-179


Tuesday: Confucius: The Analects (required annotation)

Wednesday: Workshop B2


Thursday: DWH 6, 7, 8, 16; + Zhuangzi; 

QUIZ #3 FRIDAY
5. (Oct. 23-27) Pre-Islamic Arabia and the Rise of Islam


WH: 194-220


Tuesday: DWH 17, 18, 19, 20

Wednesday: Workshop A3

Thursday: + The Battle of Hittīn (required annotation)

QUIZ #4 FRIDAY
6. (Oct. 30-Nov. 3) Europe: On the Frontier of Civilization


WH: 229-238, 256-269


Tuesday: DWH: 26, 27, 28, 34.1

Wednesday: Workshop B3


Thursday: DWH: 24, 25; + Einhard, “The Life of Charlemagne” 


QUIZ #5 FRIDAY
7. (Nov. 6-10) Tang China, Early Japan, and the Flowering of Buddhist Culture


WH: 180-193, 221-229, 269-272


Tuesday: DWH 21, 34. 2; + The Poetry of Li Bai; + Han Yu “Memorial on the Finger 

Bone of the Buddha”

Wednesday: Workshop A4


Thursday: DWH 23; + Kojiki; + Thousand Peaks 


QUIZ #6 FRIDAY
8. (Nov. 13-17) Eurasia and the Mongol Conquest 


WH: 239-255


Tuesday: DWH 22, 32; +Marco Polo Visits the Great Khan

Wednesday: Workshop B4


Thursday: DWH 33, 34.3; +Qiu Chuji Visits the Great Khan; 

PAPER ROUGH DRAFT DUE FRIDAY!!!

9. (Nov. 20-24) Dissolution of the Mongol World, the Indian Ocean and Africa.


WH: 273-282


Tuesday: DWH 29, 34.4; + “Sundiata”; + Al Omari

Wednesday: Workshop A5

Thursday: THANKSGIVING HOLIDAY
10. (Nov. 27-Dec. 1) Pre-Columbian America and the Arrival of Europeans


Tuesday: DWH 30, 31 

Wednesday: Workshop B5

QUIZ #7 FRIDAY

Course Requirements and Means of Assessment:

Class assignments will emphasize the development of close reading skills and writing mechanics through a combination of source annotations, quizzes, and one 3-5 page paper. No exams will be given. Students will be responsible for all of the reading on the syllabus.

Annotations are due at the beginning of the class for which the reading is assigned. Late annotations will not be graded. Annotations may not be made up. There are no exceptions to this policy.

Quizzes are “open-note” and will reflect the lecture material, the secondary reading, and map knowledge.

Workshops are mandatory. Each missed workshop will result in a –3% adjustment to your final grade

Paper topics and writing guidelines will be given to students well in advance. Please note that a COMPLETE rough draft of the term paper is due during week eight. Consider this a hard deadline for the paper: without the rough draft, you will fail the paper assignment.

Grading Policies: 

Please note that you must complete all of the assignments to pass the course. A final score of 70% is required for P/NP grading. Grades for this course are not curved but represent a raw percentage score (i.e. 87-89%=B+). The final grade will break down in the following way: 


Source Annotations: 60%



Quizzes: 15%


Term Paper: 25%

Statement on Academic Misconduct:

Plagiarism and cheating are very serious in a university setting. Plagiarism may be defined as the submission of the work of others for academic credit without indicating the source. Students caught cheating on assignments or plagiarizing material for papers will receive a failing grade for the course and face potential disciplinary action from the university such as probation, suspension, or expulsion. Please talk to me or consult the Student Handbook at: http://www.eou.edu/saffairs/handbook/honest.html if you have any questions about this.

Statement on Americans with Disabilities:

If you believe you have a physical, learning, or psychological disability that may impair your ability to complete this course successfully, you are encouraged to contact Disability Services in 234 Loso Hall or call 962-3081.
NOTE: Class schedule and assignments may be altered during the course of the term as needed.
Syllabus Prepared By: Matthew Wells
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