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Course Syllabus

Number of Course:
HIST 491
Name of Course:
Modern China
Catalog Description:  This course traces the development of Chinese civilization from the early 11th century to the 20th century as China evolved from a sophisticated empire into a modern superpower. We will focus largely on the intellectual and cultural currents of Chinese society during this long period, discussing not only how China transformed into a modern nation state, but also asking what Chinese society defined or understood as modernity. Major course themes will include social and cultural change, the challenge posed by European mercantilism and colonialism, the important relationship between China and Japan, intellectual and literary life, 20th century China, and the introduction of Chinese culture to the United States. 

Credit Hours:  5


Time and place of the course: Varies

	Instructor
	Matthew Wells
	

	Office Location
	ACK 204-C
	

	Phone; Email
	2-3079
	

	Office Hours
	W/R 10-12
	


General Education Category:

This course fulfills the GenEd requirement for General Knowledge: Disciplinary Breadth, Category One: Study of Aesthetics and Humanities; Category Two: Study of Human Behavior; Category Three: Study of the Natural World; Category Four: Study of the Arts and Creative Process; Category Five: Study of Logic, language, and Culture

Learning Outcomes: 

Students will learn to read critically primary sources from early modern and modern Chinese history and how to synthesize these primary sources into cohesive arguments. Students will practice both the basics and the finer points of writing in the humanities, including writing a lengthy term paper. Students will enhance college-level competence in skills such as close reading, critical thinking, and note taking. Students will also practice “soft skills” required for any job or professional field such as the timely submission of work, attendance, and public speaking/group discussion.

University Writing Requirement Outcomes:

Required Texts or Suggested Materials:  

· Patricia Ebrey, Chinese Civilization: A Sourcebook
· Patricia Ebrey, The Cambridge Illustrated History of China
· Lu Xun, Diary of a Madman
· Cynthia Levathes, When China Ruled the Seas
· Wu Ch’eng-En (Arthur Waley, trans.), Monkey
Brief Outline of Course: 

1. Introduction: Periodization of Chinese history; geography and topography; archaeology, Chinese 

    language. 

Read: CIHC 2; Browse Sourcebook 6-10 

2. The Song Dynasty: The Beginnings of Modernization


Read: CIHC 6; Sourcebook 32-43
NO CLASS MONDAY: MLK DAY
3. Foreign Rule: The World Empire of the Mongol Yuan Dynasty


Read: CIHC 7, Sourcebook 44-46; begin Levathes (pp. 1-74)

RESPONSE PAPER #1 DUE FRIDAY

4. The Early Ming Period: The Conquering Empire


Read: CIHC 8 (first 3 sections); finish Levathes; Sourcebook 47

5. Ming Culture

Read: Finish CIHC 8; Sourcebook 48-57; Begin Monkey (ch. 1-7)

RESPONSE PAPER #2 DUE FRIDAY
6. Journey to the West


Read: finish Monkey 

NO CLASS WEDNESDAY AND THURSDAY

7. Foreign Rule and Imperialism

Read: CIHC 9; Sourcebook 58-72 
              RESPONSE PAPER #3 DUE FRIDAY

8. Rebellion and World War


Read: CIHC 10; Sourcebook 73-84; Lu Xun entire

9. The People’s Republic


Read: CIHC 11; Sourcebook 85-100

10. Chinese Culture in Contemporary American Society


Read: Handouts


YOUR PROSPECTUS IS DUE MONDAY AND WILL BE AVAILABLE OUTSIDE MY OFFICE 

ON THURSDAY MORNING

THE TERM PAPER IS DUE IN MY OFFICE (204-C ACKERMAN) NO LATER THAN THE END OF THE SCHEDULED FINAL EXAM TIME. NO EXCEPTIONS. 

Course Requirements and Means of Assessment:

Class assignments will emphasize the development of close reading skills and writing mechanics through source annotations and writing a substantial term paper. No exams will be given.

The Paper Assignment is broken down into several steps. Please note that each of the assignments is meant to snowball into the long paper by the end of the term. While overlap is expected, students who simply cut and paste the small papers together will receive a failing grade for the final paper.

Reading Response papers (2-3 pages) will be due three times during the term. Students will discuss the primary sources in their historical context according to topics provided by the instructor. Students may also devise topics in consultation with the instructor. Rewrites will be required (so do it right the first time and save both of us some trouble!).

Prospectus A 3-5 page prospectus is required for the final paper and will be due the last day of class. This paper will draw on the reading response papers to outline the final paper IN DETAIL, including a discussion of the primary and secondary sources to be used.

The Final Paper will be approx. 10-12 pages and is due no later than the scheduled final exam time for the course.

Class participation will also make up a significant portion of your final grade, so thoughtful comments and questions are encouraged. Each absence will effect your grade (-3% from the final grade); more than three un-excused absences of this kind will result in a failing grade for the course. It is important that you talk to the professor if you have a good reason to be absent from discussion, such as a serious illness. Students will receive the equivalent of a “C” for showing up and an “A” for active participation that demonstrates preparation.
Grading Policies: 

Please note that you must complete all of the assignments to pass the course. A final score of 70% is required for P/NP grading. Grades for this course are not curved but represent a raw percentage score (i.e. 87-89%=B+). The final grade will break down in the following way: 

Attendance and Participation: 25% (first three absences –3% from the final grade)



Reading Response #1: 10%


Reading Response #2: 10%


Reading Response #3: 10%


Prospectus: 10%


Term Paper: 35%

Statement on Academic Misconduct:

Plagiarism and cheating are very serious in a university setting. Plagiarism may be defined as the submission of the work of others for academic credit without indicating the source. Students caught cheating on assignments or plagiarizing material for papers will receive a failing grade for the course and face potential disciplinary action from the university such as probation, suspension, or expulsion. Please talk to me or consult the Student Handbook at: http://www.eou.edu/saffairs/handbook/honest.html if you have any questions about this.

Statement on Americans with Disabilities:

If you believe you have a physical, learning, or psychological disability that may impair your ability to complete this course successfully, you are encouraged to contact Disability Services in 234 Loso Hall or call 962-3081.
NOTE: Class schedule and assignments may be altered during the course of the term as needed.
Syllabus Prepared By: Matthew Wells
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