Eastern Oregon University

College of Arts and Sciences

Course Syllabus

Number of Course:  History 466
Name of Course: History of the American West 
Catalog Description:  History 466 is designed to provide the student with a broad overview of the historical events and causal relationships in the modern American West.  For the purposes of this class, the region shall include the seventeen western states that lie west of a border running roughly from North Dakota to Texas.  The course will include as a theme the obvious problems of defining specific boundaries.  The goal of this course is to acquaint students with major events of the region, their chronology and stimulate creative and critical thought about the history of the American West.
Credit Hours:  5 
Instructor: Name, office location, phone number, email, office hours

Robert Irvine
Distance Education

541-566-2870 Home
541-566 9384 Work

Irvine@oregontrail.net
rirvine@eou.edu
Time and place of the course: Distance Education
Required Texts or Suggested Materials:  

Richard White,  


It's Your Misfortune and None of My Own
Clyde Milner ed.,  


Major Problems in the History of the American West


William Kittredge,  


Owning It All
Wallace Stegner,  


The American West as Living Space
Chan, Daniels, et. al. eds., 

Peoples of Color in the American West
Elliott West



The Way to the West

Learning Outcomes: 

Students in History 466 will gain an understanding of the chronology and events that shaped the region of the American West, which is roughly the seventeen westernmost states in the Continental US.  The course emphasizes the processes that created the modern West, the themes of transition, immigration and the environment.  As such the student should emerge from the course not only with an understanding of the major events, but a basic historiography of the scholarship of the West, along with a sense of the major competing themes in that historiography.   The course is designed to stimulate critical thinking and analysis in response to the readings and questions posed, as well as to refine the students’ ability to write clearly and concisely.

Course Requirements: Major assignments, attendance expectations

The grade will be based on two examinations each worth 100 points, a comparative book review worth 75 points, three (3) short essays worth 25 points each and participation in discussion groups worth 50 points. .   Grading for the course will be based on a traditional 100 point scale wherein the accumulation of 90% of the possible points or better is an "A," 80% or better is a "B" and so on.

Grading Policies: 

Grading for the course will be based on a traditional 100-point scale wherein the accumulation of 90% of the possible points or better is an "A," 80% or better is a "B" and so on.  Students will have the opportunity to revise and resubmit any assignment until the university deadline for the term.

“A” level work will demonstrate an understanding of the course material, combined with a clear interpretation that posits a clear thesis, argued consistently throughout the work with support from course materials and other relevant work organized in a logical fashion. 

“B” level work demonstrates familiarity with the course material, combined with an interpretation that addresses the question using evidence and logic.

“C” level work demonstrates understanding of critical events and actors, addresses the question in a clear fashion and argues an interpretation.

“D” level work lacks a clear thesis argued throughout, demonstrates only passing familiarity with the course materials and critical events or actors.
“F” level work fails to address the question, use course materials or argue a consistent interpretation.

Means of Assessment:

Exams

The mid-term and final exam will offer a selection of questions from which you must choose according to the instructions.   The exams will be unproctored and should be included in the packet.  The goal of the exams is to encourage thoughtful analysis of the material.  The exams should provide an opportunity for you to develop and give voice to your own interpretation.  Here is your chance to articulate your interpretation based on the evidence available to you, rather than repeating the text(s).

Comparative Book Reviews

To begin the comparative book review read Elliott West’s book The Way to the West.  This is your first of two books for the assignment.  Next, you need to choose a book to compare with The Way to the West.  You should choose a book that focuses on one of the topics that West discusses.  You might, for example, focus on changes to the land, animals, families, or stories.  

Once you have your two books, you must now write an analytical, comparative book review.  THIS IS NOT A BOOK REPORT.  Your job is to critique the books comparing similar interpretations and thesis, as well as noting the places where the books differ.  This is an exercise in critical reading, thinking and writing, and your job is to analyze the book's strengths, weaknesses and arguments.  As a part of the assignment, you must explain why you agree or disagree with West’s argument, as well as the thesis of your second book.  Specifically you must identify the thesis of each book and explain how well the authors defend and support that thesis.  DO NOT SIMPLY REPEAT WHAT THE AUTHOR WRITES, ANALYZE, ANALYZE, ANALYZE. 

You must propose your second book to me before beginning and secure approval.  I would be happy to provide suggestions and I hope this will provide an opportunity for you to become more familiar with a part of Western history that interests you the most.  You may want to consult the notes in The Way to the West, or the suggestions for further reading at the end of each chapter in Major Problems, or in It's Your Misfortune.

Format:  Minimum 4 numbered pages, Maximum 8 pages numbered pages.    Include your name, date submitted, and course identification clearly indicated. 

Short Essays

The short essays are due on the dates noted on the syllabus and should answer the questions at the end of the syllabus.  The essays should be from 1,000 words, to 2,000 words  -- At least two, not more than six numbered pages.   As with the reviews, the essays must have adequate margins (about 1 inch) and I would prefer double spacing or space and a half.  Do not alter spacing between paragraphs.  Include your name, date submitted, and course identification clearly indicated.  Essay #3 requires you to watch a movie from the list supplied.  You may wish to make sure that one of the movies is available where you live, rather than facing a problem at the end.  If you do not have a TV/VCR, or object to watching movies, contact the instructor who will provide you with an alternative essay question.

Readings

Stay caught up and current with the readings.  Keep a dictionary handy when you read and look up any terms that you are unfamiliar with.  Remember that while the authors have done extensive research their opinions and interpretations are just that, and hence susceptible to criticism.  Treat the books as tools, look for the main argument and the evidence the author uses to support it.

Brief Outline of Course: 

Tentative Schedule of Topics and Readings

Please note:   the course is laid out below on a weekly schedule simply for your convenience and to guide your pacing.  

Week 1
Hour 1:  Course introduction and orientation

Hour 2:  Where is the West? READ: Major Problems, ch. 1 & Your Misfortune, pp. 1-4. 

Hour 3:  Defining the West. READ: American West as Living Space, ch. 1. & Your Misfortune, ch 1.
Hour 4:  Glaciers, geology, & land bridges. (Start reading The Way to the West, for the Comparative Book Review Assignment).

Hour 5:  The first Westerners, anthropologists, creation stories and differences of perspective.  READ: Major Problems, pp. 82-103.  
Week 2
Hour 1:  The Peoples of the West READ: Peoples of Color, ch 1.


Hour 2:  Spain, France, England - new contact.  READ: Your Misfortune, ch. 2. 


Hour 3: The Americans READ: Your Misfortune, pp. 57-73.


Hour 4:  First American explorations.  READ: Major Problems, ch. 4.
Hour 5:  American response to Indians.  READ: Your Misfortune, ch. 4, & Major Problems, pp. 103-114.
First Essay Due 

Proposed Book Review Titles Due
Week 3
Hour 1:  Opportunity.  READ: Your Misfortune, ch 5. 



Hour 2:  Giving and Taking the Land.  READ:  Your Misfortune, ch 6.



Hour 3:  Culture & Trade:  READ: Major Problems, ch. 5.

Hour 4:  Mexico. READ: Your Misfortune, pp. 73-84. & Peoples of Color, pp. 72-75.


Hour 5:  Trails & Travelers part I.  READ:  Peoples of Color, pp. 75-81
Week 4  
Hour 1:  Trails & Travelers part II.  READ: Major Problems, ch 7.


Hour 2:  Politicians & Soldiers.  READ: Your Misfortune, ch. 7.


Hour 3:  Gold & Gold Rushers.  READ: Your Misfortune, ch. 8.


Hour 4:  More Miners.  READ:  Major Problems, ch 9. 


Hour 5:  Cattle in the pre-Civil War West. READ: Your Misfortune, pp. 212-222.
Week 5
Hour 1:  The Civil War in the West.

Hour 2:  The Post-War Economy & Cattle.  READ: Your Misfortune, pp. 222- 235.  Major Problems ch 10.  Owning it All, pp. 42-54.



Hour 3:  Connecting the West.  READ:  Your Misfortune, ch. 10.


Hour 4:  The West and the World.



Hour 5:  EXAM 1

Week 6
Hour 1:  The Western Economy.  READ: Your Misfortune, ch. 11.


Hour 2:  More Mining Logging, Farming & Fishing



Hour 3:  Finding Labor.  READ: People of Color, pp. 108-126, 144-167.

Hour 4:  Building Homes and Cities.  READ: Major Problems, ch 8.


Hour 5:  More Homes & Cities.  READ: Your Misfortune, ch. 12.
2nd Essay Due

Week 7
Hour 1:  Violence.  READ: Major Problems, ch. 6.



Hour 2:  More conflicts.  READ: Your Misfortune, ch. 13. 


Hour 3:  Politics, Progress, Progressivism and the Dark Side.  READ: Major Problems, ch. 11, & Your Misfortune, ch. 14.



Hour 4:  Conquest Complete, the End of the Old West:  READ:  Peoples of 


Color, pp. 82-107, 287-299.  & Your Misfortune, ch. 16.
Hour 5:  Romanticizing the West.  READ: Major Problems, ch 15.  Owning it All, pp. 3-41.
Week 8
Hour 1:  Progressivism in the West. READ:  Your Misfortune, ch. 15.


Hour 2:  Depression.   READ: Your Misfortune, ch 17.  

Hour 3:  WW II.  READ: Major Problems, ch. 12.  Peoples of Color, pp. 468-504.


Hour 4:  WW II and Transformation.  READ:  Your Misfortune, ch. 18.
Hour 5:  Upheaval, change and retrenchment.  READ: The American West as Living   Space, pp. 31-60.
3rd Essay Due

Week 9
Hour 1:  Cold War, Defense and Bombs.  READ: Major Problems, ch. 13.  



Hour 2:  The West as an Urban Place.  READ: Your Misfortune, ch. 19.


Hour 3:  More Urbanity.  



Hour 4:  Natural Resources & Post-War West.  READ: Major Problems, 
ch. 14. 
Hour 5:  Growth and environmental concerns.  

Comparative Book Review Due 
Week 10
Hour 1:  The West and the Nation.  READ: Your Misfortune, ch. 20. 

Hour 2:  Puzzling Out the Present in the West.  READ: American West as Living Space, pp. 63-86.  


Hour 3:  Trends and change.  READ: Owning it All, pp. 108-182.


Hour 4:  Where is the West?  READ: Owning it All, pp. 55-79.


Hour 5:  Discussion.  

Statement on Academic Misconduct:

Eastern Oregon University places a high value upon the integrity of its student scholars. Any student found guilty of an act of academic misconduct (including, but not limited to, cheating, plagiarism, or theft of an examination or supplies) may be subject to having his or her grade reduced in the course in question, being placed on probation or suspended from the University, or being expelled from the University—or a combination of these.   Please see Student Handbook at: http://www.eou.edu/saffairs/handbook/honest.html
Statement on Americans with Disabilities:

If you have a documented disability or suspect that you have a learning problem and need accommodations, please contact the Disability Services Program in Loso Hall 234. Telephone: 962-3081.

Syllabus Prepared By:  Robert Irvine
Date:  

September 30, 2006






Revised 2/07
