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Course: HIST 490 Early China

Cover sheet completed by: Matthew Wells

Term UWR outcomes will be implemented in this course:  Fall 2008 (the next time this course will be taught).

Instructions: Please complete the right-hand column of the table by indicating what activities and assignments students will complete to demonstrate the outcomes and also how your course addresses the UWR requirements. 

Syllabi should include UWR lower- or upper-division outcomes and minimum C- grade requirement.

Please submit this form and syllabus to Nancy Knowles in LH 146 or nknowles@eou.edu. 

	Outcome/Requirement
	Means of Assessment

	Students will produce at least 5,000 words (including drafts, in-class writing, informal papers, and polished papers); 2,000 words of this total should be in polished papers which students have revised after receiving feedback and criticism. 
	Students write three 750-word papers that they are required to revise based on my close reading and comments (total of 2250 words of revised writing).

In addition, students write one 1000-word paper and a term paper with a 3000-word minimum length, at least totaling 6,250 words.

	Students will practice the forms of writing and reflect upon the nature of the writing used by graduates and professionals in the discipline the course represents. 
	Students are required to write rigorous essays based on the close readings of primary historical documents, a key feature of modern historiography.

	Students will write at least one paper integrating information from more than one source, employing the appropriate documentation style for the discipline represented by the course. 
	The term paper assignment integrates at least five primary sources and one secondary source. Students cite source material according to Turabian note style.

	Students will draft, revise, and edit their formal written work.
	The short, 750-word essays must be revised. The slightly longer, 1000-word essay is an outline and source analysis leading to their final, 3000-word paper.

	Students will seek assistance from a Writing Tutor in the Writing Lab when needed and when referred by the instructor.
	This is noted in the syllabus.

	Students must complete all UWR writing-intensive courses with a C- or better.
	If UWR is allowed for this class, this provision will be noted in the syllabus.

	UWR writing-intensive courses must allocate at least 30% of the overall grade to formal writing assignments, with at least 25% of the overall grade based on evaluation of individually written papers that have been revised after feedback.
	This course allocates 75% of the final grade to writing assignments.


Eastern Oregon University

College of Arts and Sciences

Course Syllabus

Number of Course:
HIST 490

Name of Course:
Early China

Catalog Description:  This course considers the rise of Chinese civilization from the Neolithic period to the Tang dynasty. We will focus on the major cultural and intellectual developments of early Chinese history, asking how Chinese intellectuals defined their cultural heritage and by what process this heritage became the dominant political and cultural pattern of early and medieval East Asia.  

Credit Hours:  5


Time and place of the course: Varies

	Instructor
	Matthew Wells
	

	Office Location
	ACK 204-C
	

	Phone; Email
	2-3079
	

	Office Hours
	W/R 10-12
	


General Education Category:

This course fulfills the GenEd requirement for General Knowledge: Disciplinary Breadth, Category One: Study of Aesthetics and Humanities; Category Two: Study of Human Behavior; Category Three: Study of the Natural World; Category Four: Study of the Arts and Creative Process; Category Five: Study of Logic, language, and Culture

Learning Outcomes: 

Students will learn to read critically the sources of early Chinese history and how to synthesize these primary sources into cohesive arguments. Students will practice both the basics and the finer points of writing in the humanities, including writing a lengthy term paper. Students will enhance college-level competence in skills such as close reading, critical thinking, and note taking. Students will also practice “soft skills” required for any job or professional field such as the timely submission of work, attendance, and public speaking/group discussion.

University Writing Requirement Outcomes:

Students write three 750-word papers that they are required to revise based on my close reading and comments (total of 2250 words of revised writing).

In addition, students write one 1000-word paper and a term paper with a 3000-word minimum length, at least totaling 6,250 words.

Required Texts or Suggested Materials:  

· Patricia Ebrey, Chinese Civilization: A Sourcebook
· Patricia Ebrey, The Cambridge Illustrated History of China
· D.C. Lau, trans. Tao Te Ching
· Michael Loewe. Everyday Life in Early Imperial China
Brief Outline of Course: 

1. Introduction: Periodization of Chinese history; geography and topography; archaeology, Chinese 

    language. 

Read: CIHC 1; Sourcebook 1, 2, 3, 4, 5

2. The Zhou: The Permutations of Confucianism


Read: CIHC 2; Sourcebook 6, 9, 10
3. The Zhou: Daoism and Legalism


Read: Tao Te Ching (entire), Sourcebook 7, 8

RESPONSE PAPER #1 DUE FRIDAY

4. The Qin and Western Han


Read: CIHC 3; begin Michael Loewe; Sourcebook 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 18; 

5. Eastern Han

Read: Finish Michael Loewe; Sourcebook 16, 17, 19, 20

6. Three Kingdoms


Read: CIHC 4; Three Kingdoms folder (on reserve) 

RESPONSE PAPER #2 DUE FRIDAY
7. Jin Dynasty and Northern and Southern Dynasties

Read: Sourcebook 21, 22, 23, 24
8. Reunification: The Sui and Tang


Read: CIHC 5; Sourcebook 25, 26; Tang folder (on reserve)

RESPONSE PAPER #3 DUE FRIDAY
9. The High Tang and the An Lushan Rebellion


Read: Sourcebook 27, 28, 29;


Thursday: THANKSGIVING HOLIDAY
PROSPECTUS DUE WEDNESDAY

10. The End of Classical Chinese Civilization


Read: Sourcebook 30, 31;


YOUR PROSPECTUS WILL BE AVAILABLE OUTSIDE MY OFFICE ON FRIDAY

Course Requirements and Means of Assessment:

Class assignments will emphasize the development of close reading skills and writing mechanics through source annotations and writing a substantial term paper. No exams will be given.

The Term Paper Assignment is broken down into several steps. Please note that each of the assignments is meant to help you to write the long paper at the end of the term. While overlap is expected, students who simply cut and paste the small papers together will receive a failing grade for the final paper.

Reading Response papers (750 words) will be due three times during the term. Students will discuss the primary sources in their historical context according to topics provided by the instructor. Students may also devise topics in consultation with the instructor. Rewrites will be required (so do it right the first time and save both of us some trouble!).

Prospectus A 1000-word prospectus is required for the final paper and will be due the last day of class. This paper will outline the final paper IN DETAIL and analyze the primary and secondary sources to be used.

The Final Paper will be approx. 3000-4000 words and is due no later than the scheduled final exam time for the course.

Class participation will also make up a significant portion of your final grade, so thoughtful comments and questions are encouraged. Each absence will effect your grade (-3% from the final grade); more than three un-excused absences of this kind will result in a failing grade for the course. It is important that you talk to the professor if you have a good reason to be absent from discussion, such as a serious illness. Students will receive the equivalent of a “C” for showing up and an “A” for active participation that demonstrates preparation.

Grading Policies: 

Please note that you must complete all of the assignments to pass the course. A final score of 70% is required for P/NP grading. Grades for this course are not curved but represent a raw percentage score (i.e. 87-89%=B+). The final grade will break down in the following way: 

Attendance and Participation: 25% (first three absences –3% from the final grade)



Reading Response #1: 10%


Reading Response #2: 10%


Reading Response #3: 10%


Prospectus: 10%


Term Paper: 35%

Statement on Academic Misconduct:

Plagiarism and cheating are very serious in a university setting. Plagiarism may be defined as the submission of the work of others for academic credit without indicating the source. Students caught cheating on assignments or plagiarizing material for papers will receive a failing grade for the course and face potential disciplinary action from the university such as probation, suspension, or expulsion. Please talk to me or consult the Student Handbook at: http://www.eou.edu/saffairs/handbook/honest.html if you have any questions about this.

Statement on Americans with Disabilities:

If you believe you have a physical, learning, or psychological disability that may impair your ability to complete this course successfully, you are encouraged to contact Disability Services in 234 Loso Hall or call 962-3081.

NOTE: Class schedule and assignments may be altered during the course of the term as needed.
Syllabus Prepared By: Matthew Wells
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