THEA 213 

INTRODUCTION TO THEATRE: HISTORY
Catalog description: A view of theatre through the eyes of the historian. The course interprets the role of theatre and film in our culture as well as that of the changing world. Elements of instruction include discussion, film and theatre productions, and dramatic literature.

Credit Hours: 3
PROF. KENN WHEELER

Office: Loso 104B


Telephone: 962-3318   

E-mail: kwheeler@eou.edu

Office Hours: M & W  10:00 – 12:00

Time of course: Monday, Wednesday & Friday 12:00 – 12:50

Place: Ackerman 210 

Texts - (Reference)
Oscar G. Brockett - History of the Theatre; 3rd & 4th edition

Vera Mowry Roberts - On Stage - A History of Theatre; 1st edition
Jacques Burdick - Theater; 1st edition

Materials: Notebook for taking notes. Computer with Internet access.

Learning Outcomes: 

At the end of this course, the student should be able to ...



1. Better grasp the uniqueness of classical theatre by seeing it in its historical perspective.


2. Analyze the effect of historical lifestyles on theatre production practices of the same period.


3. Describe the role of the actor, the playwright and the director during different periods of theatre 

history.
Course requirements: 

1) Students are required to participate in classroom discussions and take notes on lectures. 

2) The students will read and watch a variety of dramatic productions. 
3) The student will give team presentations on certain aspects of given historical periods including “government”, “education”, “social structure”, “religious practices” and “leisure pursuits” and compare this information with the types of theatrical events that were also popular during that period.
4) The student will also be required to attend theatrical productions presented by the EOU Theatre Program.
5) Attendance points will be given
Grading Policy:


Quizzes


300 pts.

Presentations


500 pts.

1st Production Review   
100 pts.

2nd Production  Review
100 pts.

Attendance


200 pts.

Mid-Term Exam

150 pts.

Final Exam 


150 pts.



Total: 
          1500 pts.

Final grades will be assigned using the highest number of points earned by any given student as the high grade ceiling. The grades will be determined in the following order:



95% of total points = A

70% of total points = C+



90% of total points = A-

65% of total points = C



85% of total points = B+

60% of total points = C-




80% of total points = B

50% of total points = D




75% of total points = B-

below 50%............. = F

Means of Assessment:
1. Students will articulate their understanding of the uniqueness of classical theatre and its relationship to the time period in which it was first presented by essay examination. 

2. Students will communicate their understanding of the cultural and “lifestyle” practices of various historical periods through weekly quizzes.

3. Students will analyze contemporary production practices and articulate their relationship to their historical predecessors through production reviews.

Course Calendar:
Wk #1

Greek Theatre

Wk #2

Roman Theatre
Wk #3

Theatre during the Middle Ages

Wk #4

Renaissance Theatre

Wk #5

Restoration Theatre/MID-TERM EXAMINATION

Wk #6

18th Century European Theatre
Wk #7

18th Century American Theatre

Wk #8

19th Century European Theatre
Wk #9

19th Century American Theatre

Wk #10
20th Century Theatre

	You will be required to attend the EOU Theatre Program productions presented during the quarter. YOU MUST ATTEND THESE PRODUCTIONS!!


FINAL EXAMINATION:
TBA

General Education Category and Outcomes:

It is said that “theatre” mirrors life. By examining various aspects of human existence from major historical periods, students can then correlate those elements with the differing forms taken in theatrical presentations of the corresponding historical periods. The student should also be able identify the theatrical practices and the historical period in which they were utilized, discuss their historical context and express themselves effectively. 
Attendance/Lateness Policy: Students are responsible for attending class every time that it is held. Absences will result in a loss of ten points. The only exception is mandatory university sponsored events and THEN, ONLY if I know in advance. Work due on a day that you miss will be accepted with a 10% deduction per each period it is late.
Statement of Academic Misconduct:

Eastern Oregon University places a high value upon the integrity of its student scholars. Any student found guilty of an act of academic misconduct (including but not limited to cheating, plagiarism or theft of an examination or supplies) may be subject to having his or her grade reduced in the course in question. It might also require your being placed on probation or suspended from the university, or being expelled from the university – or a combination of these. (Please see Section II of the 2002-2003 Student handbook and Planning Calendar: Campus Citizenship (Academic), p. 32ff: Campus Citizenship (Behavior), p41ff.)

If you have a documented disability or suspect that you have a learning problem and need reasonable accommodations, please contact Disability Services program in Loso Hall. Telephone: 962-3081.







