Eastern Oregon University

College of Arts and Sciences

Course Syllabus

Number of Course:  SSCI 145
Name of Course:  Survival Skills for distance Learners

Catalog Description:
This course provides distance students the opportunity to develop strategies to assist them in achieving academic success.  It will be taught as a Web-based course to support development of online skills as students work through the course content
Credit Hours: 2

Instructor:  
Ellen Krieger

Office:

Hunt Hall 315 

Telephone: 
962-3359 

email:  

ekrieger@eou.edu
Office Hours:
NA

Time and Place of Course: Online

Required Texts: BECOMING A MASTER STUDENT, 11th Edition, By Dave Ellis, Publisher:  Houghton Mifflin, ISBN:  0-618-20678-7 

Prerequisites:  None

Learning Outcomes:

1. Upon successful completion of this course students can be expected to have gained competency in use of the Blackboard online instructional system, including use of the Discussion Board, assignment submission, and online quizzes.  
2. Students will have analyzed their current time commitments and prepared a detailed schedule that includes adequate preparation time for their academic course work.  
3. Students will be able to identify their strengths and weaknesses in relation to academic success and describe plans for strengthening the weak areas. 
4. Strategies for improved reading comprehension and note taking will have been practiced. 
5. Students will have successfully located Resources for Writers from EOU’s Online Writing Lab.
Course Requirements:

All ten weekly assignments must be completed satisfactorily and submitted on time.  

Grading Policies:

The course is graded as S/U and assignments are assessed on the same basis.  Two non-proctored online Quizzes provide assessment of students’ understanding of specific content.  Each assignment is worth 10% of the total grade and must be submitted on time.

Means of Assessment:

 Planning – Students will be required to develop a realistic schedule for course completion within the time allotted.  This will include a planning calendar incorporating all activities.  Exercises will help students identify component parts of both courses and individual assignments and the steps required for mastery.  They will complete exercises designed to identify their individual strengths and weaknesses and use this information to plan appropriately. (Outcome 2 and 3)

Study Skills – Reading for comprehension, identification of key points, and review techniques will all be covered.  Students will be directed to Web sites offering a variety of helpful information on general study skills and skills related to specific subject areas, such as mathematics.   The required text also provides a wealth of Web links.  (Outcomes 1 and 4)

Time Management – Students will analyze real and hypothetical life situations and identify ways to handle them as a student.  Fitting course work into busy schedules, dealing with distractions and interruptions, procrastination, making choices and taking control will all be included in this topic.  (Outcome 2)

Research – Assignments will require students to investigate resources within their own communities, such as local libraries, as well as on-line libraries at EOU and other universities.  Use of Web resources such as on-line newspapers, magazines, search engines and general subject catalogs will be encouraged.  (Outcome 4 and 5)
Assignments/Exams – Students will work on strategies for dealing with test anxiety and exam preparation.  Various types of assignments and exams will be discussed and appropriate responses reviewed.  An on-line quiz will wrap up this section and provide an opportunity to practice test-taking skills.  (Outcomes 4 and 5)
Online Tools – Students will exhibit proficiency in the various components of Blackboard by participating in Discussion Board forums, submitting written assignments online, completing online quizzes, and utilizing Web links for some exercises and resource information. (Outcome 1)

Assignments:
All assignments are posted on-line and will be submitted and graded on-line.  There are ten assignments.  Students must complete all assignments in order to pass the course.  

Brief Outline of Course:

Primary Audiences:

Returning adult students who need to update their technology skills in relation to online instruction.  These students often need to refresh time management and study skills.

Current students who are not making satisfactory academic progress and need help in such areas as time management, reading comprehension, and test taking. 

Instructional Methodology

This is a Web based course taught entirely online.  Students gain a solid introduction to various online learning strategies such as interactive Discussion Boards, online Quizzes, online submission of assignments, and searching Web resources.  Emphasis is also placed on adherence to weekly assignment deadlines.

General Education Category and Outcomes:  NA

University Writing Requirement Outcomes:  NA

Statement on Academic Misconduct:

Eastern Oregon University places a high value upon the integrity of its student scholars.  Any student found guilty of an act of academic misconduct (including, but not limited to, cheating, plagiarism, or theft of an examination or supplies may be subject to having his or her grade reduced in the course in question, being place on probation or suspended from the University, or being expelled from the University – or a combination of these.  Please see Student Handbook at:

http://www.eou.edu/saffairs/handbook/honest.html
Statement on Americans with Disabilities:

If you have a documented disability or suspect that you have a learning problem and need accommodations, please contact the Disability Services Program in Loso Hall 234, Telephone 541-962-3081.

Syllabus Prepared By:  Ellen Krieger

Date:  1/22/07

