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	Syllabus
Transcultural Literature 
HUM 309 
Prerequisites: ENGL 104, “ Introduction to Literature” 
Credit Hours: 3 
Instructor: Callie Palmer 
cpalmer@eou.edu 

Course Objectives: 
1. To develop and extend the student’s understanding of the construction and function of the short story. 
2. To discover how an understanding of the story’s cultural content facilitates enjoyment and understanding. 
3. To discover the social concerns of the non-Western world as expressed in the short story. 
4. To enhance the student’s ability to write a thoughtful analysis of certain aspects of the non-Western world. 
Methods of Presentation: 
1. Specific reading assignments. 
2. Written assignments. 
3. Research assignments. 
Brief Outline of Course Content: 
1. Developing a basis for analysis. 
2. Cultural perceptions and communications. 
3. Social concerns of the non-Western world in their cultural context. 
4. Exposure to a variety of short stories. 
Course Requirements: 
A. Reading: Each student is expected to complete all reading assignments. A specific reading list will be provided. Minimum reading time of five (5) hours per week. 
B. Written Assignments: Each student is required to write short essays based on the reading assignments, called resumes.  See Guidelines for Writing Resumes in the Documents section of this Blackboard site. 
C. Paper: Each student will also be required to submit a paper on a topic selected from a list of suggested topics provided by the instructor, or another topic selected in consultation with the instructor. The comparative and analytical paper will be 6-8 pages in length, double-spaced and typewritten. It is to have clearly identified quotation and references. It is expected to be presented in a scholarly format with the use of acceptable terminology, and demonstrate a good understanding of the subject matter. 

Evaluation: 
1. Quality and completeness of written assignments 60% 
2. Quality and completeness of assigned paper 40% 
Texts: 
Solomon, Barbara H., Other Voices. Other Vistas: Mentor, 1992, 
ISBN # 0-451-62645-4 
Lay, Graeme, Motu Tapu, Honolulu: University of Hawaii Press (Polynesian Press), 1991, ISBN # 0-908597-06-1 
Selected readings which are included the Blackboard site. 
All the above materials can be purchased through the EOU Bookstore at http://www.eoubookstore.com. Texts can be purchased through other online sources such as Powells.com, half.com, and/or amazon.com. 
\
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	Reading List
Dates for posting your resumes about specific stories are included in the assignment links. Note that you don't write resumes for all stories, but have choices in some resumes, and may want to peruse the non-required stories for your final paper.
 Read the following stories: 
a. "The Tower of Babel" by Epeli Hau'ofa -(course documents) 
b. "Africa Emergent" by Nadine Gordimer (in Other Voices) 
c. selection provided from "Lipstick and Other Stories" by Alex Kuo (posted in course documents) 
d. "Dhowli" by Mahasweta Devi (in Other Voices) 
e. "The Moon on the Water" by Yasunari Kawabata (in Other Voices) 
f. "The Cost of Living" by Carlos Fuentes (in Other Voices) 
g. "Down to Earth" in Moto Tapu 
h. "Clarissa" by Isabel Allende in Other Voices, Other Vistas 
i. "The Collector of Treasures'' by Bessie Head Other Voices 
3. In addition read at least four of the following stories: 
a. From Other Voices, Other Vistas 
1) "Civil Peace" by Chinua Achebe 
2) "The Destination" by Wang Anyi 
3) "The Wog" by Khushwant Singh 
4) "The Interview" by Ruth Prawer Jhabvala 
5) "The Silent Traders" by Yuko Tsushima 
6) "Death Constant Beyond Love" by Gabriel Garcia Marquez 
7) "A Meeting in the Dark" by Ngugi wa Thiong'o 
8) "The Man from a Peddlers' Family" by Lu Wenfu 

b. From Motu Tapu 
1) The Truck 
2) The Copier 
3) Blood 
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	EOU"s Online Writing Lab
Find Eastern Oregon University's Online Writing Lab through this link - be sure to note their turnaround requirements so you can post your assignments on time, should you decide to have them looked at. 
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	Literary Terms
This is a glossary of literary terms found on Wikipedia. Use Wikipedia only as a source for finding "real" sources - it can be edited by anyone, so isn't a good solid scholarly source in itself.
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	Critical Thinking Rubric
ANY TERMS YOU DON'T UNDERSTAND IN THIS RUBRIC, PLEASE CONSULT A DICTIONARY OR EMAIL THE INSTRUCTOR FOR CLARIFICATION.

1. Identifies and summarizes the problem/question/issue.

MINIMALLY DEVELOPED:
Does not identify and/or summarize the problem/question/issue, is confused or identifies a different or inappropriate problem/question/issue.
Does not identify or is confused by the issue, or represents the issue inaccurately.

SUBSTANTIALLY DEVELOPED:
Identifies the main problem/issue and subsidiary, embedded, or implicit aspects of the problem/issue, and does so clearly, addressing their relationships to each other.
Identifies not only the basics of the issue, but recognizes nuances of the issue.

2. Identifies and presents the student’s own perspective and position as it is pertains to the analysis of the issue.

MINIMALLY DEVELOPED:
Addresses only a single source or view of the argument, and fails to clarify the established or presented position/issue relative to one’s own. Fails to establish other critical distinctions. Relies solely on one’s own view or experience, without critical examination of these, and privileging one’s own experience and view over others.

SUBSTANTIALLY DEVELOPED:
Identifies, appropriately, one’s own position on the issue, drawing support from experience along with information not available from assigned sources, rather from other academic sources found through research (journals, texts, etc.).

3. Identifies and considers OTHER salient (pertinent) perspectives and positions that are important to the analysis of the issue/problem.

MINIMALLY DEVELOPED:
Deals only with a single perspective and fails to discuss other possible perspectives, especially those salient to the issue. Dismisses author(s)’ perspective without careful research and analysis, or imposes another source as relevant without careful research and analysis.

SUBSTANTIALLY DEVELOPED:
Addresses perspectives noted previously, and additional diverse perspectives drawn from outside information (i.e. journal articles found through the library, academic texts, etc). See list of potential areas of context at the bottom of this document.

4. Identifies and assesses the key assumptions (assumptions are unsupported ideas, concepts, judgments, opinions, theories, statements, etc. ) whether surfaced by the author(s) of the text in question, or the writer.

MINIMALLY DEVELOPED:
Does not surface or explore the assumptions and ethical issues that underlie the issue/problem/question, or does so superficially.

SUBSTANTIALLY DEVELOPED:
Identifies and questions the validity of the assumptions and addresses the ethical dimensions that underlie the issue. Discusses these within the context of the question/problem/issue.

5. Identifies and assesses the quality of supporting data/evidence and provides additional data/evidence related to the issue, and in particular to supporting one’s own thesis.

MINIMALLY DEVELOPED:
Merely repeats information provided, taking it as truth, or denies evidence without adequate justification.
Confuses associations (partnerships) and correlations (close or mutual relation) with cause (anything producing a result) and effect (result).
Dismisses evidence or data as biased or flawed without actual research.

SUBSTANTIALLY DEVELOPED:
Examines the evidence and source of evidence; questions its accuracy, precision, relevance, completeness.

6. Identifies and considers the influence of the context (whole situation or background) on the issue (see below for examples of context).

MINIMALLY DEVELOPED:
Discusses the problem only in egocentric (pertaining to own limited experience/knowledge) or sociocentric (pertaining to own limited social sphere) terms.
Does not present the problem/issue as having connections to other contexts – cultural, political, etc.

SUBSTANTIALLY DEVELOPED:
Analyzes the issue with a clear sense of scope and context, including an assessment of the audience of the analysis.
Considers other pertinent contexts.

7. Identifies and assesses conclusions (last part of a chain of reasoning), implications (potential issues) and consequences (results).

MINIMALLY DEVELOPED:
Fails to identify conclusions, implications, and consequences of the issue or the key relationships between the other elements of the problem, such as context, implications, assumptions, or data and evidence.

SUBSTANTIALLY DEVELOPED:
Identifies and discusses conclusions, implications, and consequences considering context, assumptions, data, and evidence.
Objectively reflects upon own assertions, critically examining them in terms of origin, experience, and relevance to issue at hand.

CONTEXTS FOR CONSIDERATION:
1. Cultural/Social: group, national, ethnic behavior/attitude
2. Scientific: conceptual, basic science, scientific method
3. Educational: schooling, formal training
4. Economic: class stratification, systems of political economy
5. Ethical: values, social structures
6. Political: organizational, governmental or structural

Grading Rubric Source (some adaptations made): WSU’s Critical Thinking Project     
 
	


