EASTERN OREGON UNIVERSITY

COLLEGE OF ARTS AND SCIENCE

COURSE SYLLABUS
ECON 150 (Cross-listed with POLS 150)
POLITICAL ECONOMY OF SPORT

CATALOG DESCRIPTION (Proposed): An examination of (a) The role of gender and race in sports (b) The politics underlying the pursuit of professional sports franchises: (c) The political economy of international sports (Olympics, World Cup): (d) labor-management issues in professional sports: and (e) The role played by quasi-governmental institutions (NCAA, IOC, FIFA). 

GENERAL EDUCATION COURSE INFORMATION

a. The General Education Program at Eastern Oregon University challenges students to become critical, creative thinkers, and engaged, knowledgeable citizens, open to new ways of looking at the world. This course, primarily designed for freshman students, demonstrates the application of political and economic theories, concepts and issues to the world of sport. 

b. Completion of this course will fulfill E.O.U. General Education requirements (1) 1.b Critical Thinking and Problem Solving. Be able to demonstrate various strategies for generating effective arguments, gathering sources analyzing information, evaluating claims and data, problem solving, and synthesizing material; be able to demonstrate systematic thinking within the guidelines of a specific discipline. (Assessment- attached rubric utilized to assess written assignments; requirement of PowerPoint presentation to be assessed via attached oral presentation rubric; embedded assessment utilized on multiple choice lecture/reading comprehension quizzes. 
c. OUTCOMES OF THE COURSE-ASSESSMENT OF OUTCOMES

At the completion of this course the student will be able to (means of student assessment in boldface):


(1)Demonstrate an understanding of the political and economic concepts and issues central to the study of sports. (Demonstrate systematic thinking within the guidelines of a specific discipline; Quizzes, Essay Exams.


(2) Compare and contrast the political and economic theories and concepts central to the study of sports. (Analyze information)

Reading summaries of academic journal articles, synthesis of theoretical materials into analytical paper


(3) Evaluate a wide range of political information sources. (Evaluate claims and data)

Research Exercises; Synthesis of information sources into analytical papers.

(4) Be able to communicate effectively by means of public speaking and academic writing. (demonstrate various strategies for generating effective arguments)

Class Presentations, Analytical Papers

(5) Demonstrate mastery of communication technology systems (gather sources, analyze information, evaluate claims and data and synthesize materials.) PowerPoint presentation

PREREQUISITES-None 
CLASS FORMAT-Lecture (3 hours weekly) and Small Group (15-20 students, 2 hours weekly)

CREDIT HOURS-5

GRADING METHOD:

overall percentage                  final grade                         overall percentage                   final grade

100.00-98.00 %


A+


79.99-78.00 %


      C+


97.99-92.00 %


A


77.99-72.00 %


      C

91.99-90.00 %


A-


71.99-70.00 %


      C-

89.99-88.00 %


B+


69.99-68.00 %


      D+

87.99-82.00 %


B


67.99-62.00 %


      D

81.99-80.00 %


B-


61.99-60.00 %


      D-








59.99-0.00   %


      F

OBJECTIVES: This section replicates the above outcomes section. In the assessment literature, objectives are defined as “brief, clear statements that describe the desired learning outcomes of instruction. Attention is focused on the specific types of performances that students are expected to demonstrate at the end of instruction.” Ball State University, Assessment Workbook, (1992), chapter two, p. 1. 

At the completion of this course the student will be able to (methods utilized to assess student performance in boldface):

(1)Demonstrate an understanding of the political and economic concepts and issues central to the study of sports. Quizzes, Essay Exams.
(2) Understand the political and economic theories and concepts central to the study of sports.

Reading summaries of academic journal articles

(3) Interpret and critically evaluate a wide range of political information sources.

Research Exercises;, Synthesis of information sources into analytical papers.

(4) Be able to communicate effectively by means of public speaking and academic writing. 

Class Presentations, Analytical Papers

MATERIALS: The following books are required:


Shulman, J., and Bowen, W. (2001). The Game of Life. Princeton University Press.

Dudley, W. (1994). Sports in America. Greenhaven.

In addition, a series of required reading selections will be placed on electronic reserve at Pierce Library or on the instructor’s website. Additional required on-line readings will be made available throughout the course.

REQUIREMENTS:


The student is expected to attend class on a daily basis. Students are expected to have done the readings prior to lecture and small group sessions. Unexcused absences during the small group sessions are not permitted. Students having one unexcused absence during the small group sessions will receive a grade no higher than B (8.5%) for that section of the course. Students having two unexcused absences will receive a grade of F (5.0), while students having three or more unexcused absences in the small group section of the course will receive a grade of zero (0.0%) for that aspect of class requirements.

METHODS OF EVALUATION:

Analytical Paper ……………….………………………………………….………………..  30%

Three Lecture and Reading Comprehension Quizzes @ 10%………………....…………… 30%

Reading Summaries…………………………………………………………………………  20%

Attendance and Participation in Small Group…………………………....…………………. 10%

Class Presentation ………….…………………………………………………………..…     10%










TOTAL                100%


SYLLABUS PREPARED BY: Jeff Dense, February 2, 2007
