Eastern Oregon University

College of Arts and Sciences

Course Syllabus

Number of Course:  FSA 415
Name of Course: Local Government Administration and Community Politics 
Catalog Description:  This course provides students with a basic understanding of the structure and function of local government in the United States by examining the legal, political, social, and economic factors influencing local policies and relationships with communities of 
interest. The role of citizens, films, states, and federal authorities in shaping the public

agenda are critically examined to gain an understanding of decision-making processes.

Credit Hours:  3 
Instructor: The course instructor is Kevin S. Walker, JD, MBA.  The instructor may be contacted through the Blackboard system, by cell phone at 509-768-8171 or via email at kwalker@eou.edu.  Email is the preferred medium as I check email frequently. There will be online office hours each Sunday of the course in the blackboard chat room from 5-6 p.m. 

Time and place of the course: Hybrid/Two Weekends and Online 
Required Texts or Suggested Materials:  JUDD, D. R. and SWANSTROM, T. (2008). The Political Economy of Urban America, 6th ed. New York: Pearson Longman. ISBN-13: 978-0-205-52216-3. KANTOR, P. and JUDD, D. R. (2008). American Urban Politics in a Global Age: The Reader, 5th ed. New York: Pearson Longman. ISBN-13: 978-0-205-55371-6.

Prerequisites: Standing as a junior. 

Learning Outcomes: Students who successfully complete this course should achieve the following competencies:

1. Place the development of cities as political and economic institutions in historical

and cultural contexts.

2. Explain the structure and function of local authorities, including their

Constitutional and legal authority to act.

3. Discuss the relationship between local authority functions and the influences of

citizens, firms, public interest groups, state authorities, and federal agencies over

the development and implementation of public policy governing these activities.

4. Describe the competing economic and political frameworks for describing local

government, and apply them to analyze specific local decisions.

5. Assess the influence of global and national trends on the role and functions of

local governments.

Course Requirements: Standing as a Junior. 
Major assignments, attendance expectations: Assignments are due by the close of business (5.00pm PDT) on the dates indicated.  Written assignments must be submitted electronically either as email attachments or through the Blackboard system.  Files must be prepared or saved in commonly accessible word processing format, e.g., Microsoft Word 1997 or later, OpenOffice 1.0 or later, Adobe Acrobat 5 or later, Rich Text Format, or HTML.  Students may use presentation software to give in-class presentations, but are not required to do so.  Students who choose to prepare electronic presentations will be required to submit copies to the instructor for assessment.  

Late assignments will not be accepted.

Written assignments submitted after the due date and time will be accepted, but a deduction of 5 percentage points will be made for each day or portion of a day the assignment is late.  Assignments overdue by more than 5 days will not be accepted.

NOTE: The length of written assignments is less important that their structure and content.  Concise, carefully crafted written work is preferable to lengthy arguments long on detail but short on direction.  The word and page limits specified below are simply estimates of what it might take to cover the topic fully.
Written assignment #1: Write a 750-1000 word executive brief in the form of a two to three page memo aimed at your community’s city manager or mayor outlining the alternative courses of action for dealing with a public policy problem facing your agency or community.  Your brief should identify the key stakeholders and their respective positions on the issue, especially their preferred outcomes.  Your brief should include a recommendation concerning the outcome with supporting justification for this position.  The supporting justification should address what makes the option preferable, and how it reconciles competing conceptions of the public good, if at all.

Written assignment #2: Select a national or international issue confronting local communities; candidate topics include immigration reform, free trade agreements, the sub-prime mortgage crisis, health care affordability, REAL ID, and private property rights.  Prepare and submit a 1000-1500 word essay (3 to 5 pages) addressing the impact of this issue on your community and how the community has responded to it.  Your essay should answer one or more of the following questions: What role has the local government played in leading efforts to address or resolve this issue?  How have local civic, business, or governmental leaders managed to gain support to address the issue?  What interventions is the community undertaking and why were these selected over alternatives? What actions, if any, at a state or federal level have followed from local leadership on these issues?

Essay #3: Select a service provided by a local government agency (other than your own, if you are presently employed in local government) in your community.  Prepare and submit a 1000-1500 word essay critically examining issues associated with its funding and performance.  Your essay must address two or more of the following questions: What role does equity play in the delivery of that service?  How does the agency define and measure its effectiveness? Does the agency compete with others to provide this service?  If so, how is this competition managed, and by whom?  What role do stakeholders play in determining program priorities or assessing performance?  What role does co-production play in achieving the agency’s objectives?  What actions do executives and managers undertake to engage external stakeholders?  How and how effectively do the agency’s executives and managers avoid agency capture and deflect rent-seeking behaviors?  What, if any, changes in how the agency operates would you recommend and why?

 Means of Assessment and Grading: Assessments of students’ critical thinking, reflective practice competence, and oral and written communication skills through participation in online discussions and completion of written assignments will determine students’ grades for this course.

Readings from the primary text (Judd & Swanstrom 2008) relate directly to the course objectives.  Readings from the secondary text (Kantor & Judd 2008) provide further support and elaboration to illustrate key concepts.  Reading assignments outlined in the course schedule are provided to help students assess their progress and inform their participation in online discussions.  Grades for online and classroom participation, like those for written assignments and in-class presentations, will be based on the extent to which they reflect the issues and ideas addressed in the readings.  That said, students should not assume that they must read every word, much less memorize the content of assigned readings.  Judicious, even economical reading to extract key concepts is encouraged.

I will post discussion topics online each week.  These topics present students with an opportunity to interact with one another while engaging the material covered by assigned readings.  Participation in these discussions will constitute a portion of the final grade in this course.  My assessment of your participation will consider the extent to which your remarks reflect familiarity with the themes raised by the readings and the degree to which your postings reflect an effort to apply the material to interpreting issues facing your agency or community.

	Online participation
	20

	Online examination
	20

	Written assignment #1
	20

	Written assignment #2
	20

	Written assignment #3
	20

	TOTAL
	100


Brief Outline of Course: 

This course involves a hybrid delivery, which incorporates a five-day classroom session interspersed between periods of self-guided reading and written assignments.  Successful completion of the course requires students to engage course content, fellow learners, and the instructor through the University’s online learning platform, Blackboard.

	Date
	Activity
	Assignment

	DAY 1
	Course begins
	Blackboard login & personal introduction

Read Judd & Swanstrom, pp. 1-45

Read Kantor & Judd, pp. 1-25, 60-76, 80-96

Select topic for written assignment #1

	DAY 2
	Readings, online discussion & written assignment
	Read Judd & Swanstrom, pp. 104-155

Read Kantor & Judd, pp. 161-188

Participate in online discussions

Prepare written assignment #1

	DAY 3
	Assignment #1 Due
Readings and online discussion
	Read Judd & Swanstrom, pp. 156-186

Read Kantor & Judd, pp. 221-242

Participate in online discussions

Select topic for written assignment #2

	DAY 4 
	Readings and online discussion
	Read Judd & Swanstrom, pp. 187-207

Read Kantor & Judd, pp. 251-272

Participate in online discussions

Conduct research for written assignment #2

	DAY 5 
	Readings, online discussion & written assignment
	Read Judd & Swanstrom, pp. 210-236

Read Kantor & Judd, pp. 272-290

Participate in online discussions

Prepare written assignment #2

	DAY 6
	Assignment #2 Due
Readings and online discussion
	Read Judd & Swanstrom, pp. 237-272

Read Kantor & Judd, pp. 291-302

Participate in online discussions

Select topic for written assignment #3

	DAY 7 
	Readings and online discussion
	Read Judd & Swanstrom, pp. 273-301

Read Kantor & Judd, pp. 308-335

Participate in online discussions

Conduct research for written assignment #3

	DAY 8 
	Readings, online discussion and written assignment
	Read Judd & Swanstrom, pp. 302-330

Read Kantor & Judd, pp. 352-392

Participate in online discussions

Prepare written assignment #3


	DAY 9
	Assignment #3 Due
Readings, online discussion and exam 

review
	Read Judd & Swanstrom, pp. 362-398

Read Kantor & Judd, pp. 392-398

Participate in online discussions

Review key concepts for final exam

	DAY 10 
	Online Exam
	Complete online exam in Blackboard

Submit course evaluation

	DAY 11 
	Course Ends
	


General Education Category and Outcomes: None 

University Writing Requirement Outcomes: None 
Statement on Academic Misconduct:

Eastern Oregon University places a high value upon the integrity of its student scholars. Any student found guilty of an act of academic misconduct (including, but not limited to, cheating, plagiarism, or theft of an examination or supplies) may be subject to having his or her grade reduced in the course in question, being placed on probation or 

suspended from the University, or being expelled from the University—or a combination of these.   Please see Student Handbook at: http://www.eou.edu/saffairs/handbook/honest.html
Statement on Americans with Disabilities:

If you have a documented disability or suspect that you have a learning problem and need accommodations, please contact the Disability Services Program in Loso Hall 234. Telephone: 962-3081.

Syllabus Prepared By: Kevin Walker, J.D., MBA 
Date:  October 8, 2008 
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