Eastern Oregon University

College of Arts & Sciences
Course Syllabus

	Number of Course
	WR 550

	Name of Course
	Writing for Publication

	Catalog Description
	Write and submit for publication teaching stories and articles about classroom practice and/or education leadership with teachers as the audience and grounded in current research.

	Credit Hours
	4

	Instructor
	Nancy Knowles, Loso Hall 146, 541-962-3795, fax 541-962-3596, nknowles@eou.edu; Department of English/Writing, Eastern Oregon University, One University Boulevard, La Grande, OR 97850; office hours TBA

	Time and Place
	TBA

	Required Texts 
	· Inside the National Writing Project: Connecting Network Learning and Classroom Teaching (Ann Lieberman and Diane Wood)

· Teacher Research for Better Schools (Marion M. Mohr, et al)

· Teachers at the Center: A Memoir of the Early Years of the National Writing Project (James Gray)

· Selections from the NWP’s monograph series

· NWP E-Voice
· English Journal 

· Other journal articles

	Prerequisites
	ED 5XX Teacher Research; must be graduate, non-admitted graduate, or post-baccalaureate.


Philosophy: Teachers willing to study their classroom practices in connection with current research can improve student learning. Teachers willing to share their classroom practices and research in regional and national dialogues about good teaching can transform the education system. 

Learning Outcomes: Upon completion of this course, students will be able to:

1. Read education journals critically
2. Analyze own writing and that of others

3. Write fluidly about teaching and/or leadership experience for an audience of other educators

4. Revise for content, focus, organization, development, voice, style, and Standard Written English

5. Situate teaching and/or leadership experience within current research 

6. Situate teaching and/or leadership experience within the scholarship generated by the National Writing Project

7. Present and analyze own primary research

8. Format manuscripts to suit publisher’s instructions
9. Submit a manuscript to a journal
Course Requirements: 

Online learning privileges participants with strong reading and writing skills. Participants who prefer kinesthetic, interpersonal, or other kinds of learning often struggle in online courses. Success requires computer skills and also the willingness to

· locate and read all materials posted in Blackboard,

· schedule regular, realistic blocks of time to devote to the reading and writing required, and

· contact me during the week any problem arises. Because we won’t encounter each other around campus, I can’t remind you of deadlines, know if you’re having trouble, or make you feel guilty for not working on the course.  ( So, drop me an email. 

Participation: In this online course, the discussion board replaces in-class dialogue as a venue for learning. I value all constructive, thoughtful contributions and do not expect perfection. Those who cannot treat others respectfully will lose discussion board privileges. Repeated problems will result in disciplinary action.
Reading: Read all texts during the week assigned. Participants will read for an understanding of content and also to analyze others’ writing. 

Graduate-Level Writing: Participants will use research and writing generated in ED 5XX Teacher Research to produce and revise a manuscript of at least 15 pages. This manuscript will then be revised further to suit submission guidelines for an appropriate journal and submitted to that journal. The emphasis in this work falls on communicating your discoveries to other teachers who might find them enlightening and contributing your thinking to the ongoing dialogue about good teaching. Because assessing the writing of others grounds effective revision, participants will submit rough drafts for peer feedback to the discussion board, provide feedback to others, and then revise and submit “final” drafts to the digital drop box for scoring. Final drafts will demonstrate understanding of audience, both potential readers and publishers, as well as content, focus, organization, development, voice, style, and Standard Written English. Revision may continue until submission; the submitted draft will be scored. Keep copies of all your work until you receive your official course grade. 
Feedback: Rubrics based on course criteria and submission guidelines frame all feedback so that participants provide thorough descriptive comments demonstrating respect for the writer and careful analysis of writing quality. Participants who say only “Good job” will be asked to go back to the draft and describe what is working in more detail. Expect a similar depth of attention in my comments, or you are not getting your money’s worth from this course. 

Grading Policies: 

· Participation in electronic discussions regarding readings: 20%

· Written assessment of own work and the writing of classmates: 20%

· Submitted manuscript, drafts, and supporting materials: 60%

A 92-100, A- 90-91, B+ 88-89, B 82-87, B- 80-81, C+ 78-79, C 72-77, C- 70-71, D+ 68-69, D 62-67, D- 60-61, F 59 and below

Means of Assessment: 

· Participation in electronic discussions regarding readings (Outcome 1)
· Written assessment of own work and the writing of classmates (Outcome 2)

· One manuscript of roughly 15 pages based on ED 5XX Teacher Research (Outcomes 3-7). Supporting materials: abstract and list of places to publish this manuscript.
· At least one manuscript revised, edited, and formatted to suit journal submission instructions and submitted to that journal (Outcomes 8-9). Supporting materials: rubric and cover letter. 
Brief Outline of Course:
Week 1: Course Introduction

Weeks 2-5: Revision of original manuscript and location of potential journals.

Weeks 6-9: Revision to suit submission guidelines

Week 10: Submission

Statement on Academic Misconduct: Eastern Oregon University places a high value upon the integrity of its student scholars. Any student found guilty of an act of academic misconduct (including, but not limited to, cheating, plagiarism, or theft of an examination or supplies) may be subject to having his or her grade reduced in the course in question, being placed on program or suspended from the university, or being expelled from the university--or a combination of these. Please see Student Handbook at: http://www.eou.edu/saffairs/handbook/honest.html  

Avoid cheating by submitting your own work. Using your own work from ED 5XX is expected. 
Avoid plagiarism by using MLA or APA citation format to cite all ideas and words belonging to others. 

1. Separate your wording from the other writer’s by

a. QUOTING: putting quotation marks around wording that comes word-for-word from the original (quotes must be exact wording), and

b. PARAPHRASING: changing ALL wording and the WHOLE sentence structure for paraphrased passages that do not come word-for-word from the original. 

2. Follow all information, BOTH quoting and paraphrasing, with an in-text citation in MLA format like (Smith 45) or in APA format like (Smith, 2007, p. 45) and append a works cited page in MLA format or a references page in APA format to the document.

3. Discuss all the research information to indicate why it is important to your argument (so what?). Your writing should significantly exceed the quantity of cited information and build new ideas on it. 

Because publication demands ethical use of source materials to avoid embarrassment and potential legal action, I will require that you provide copies of source materials so that I can spot-check their integration into your manuscript and assign any necessary revisions. Failure to revise to meet my requirements will result in course failure. I report documented cheating and intentional plagiarism to Student Affairs, which may go on your permanent record and/or affect your enrollment status.  

Statement on Americans with Disabilities: If you have a documented disability or suspect that you have a learning problem and need accommodations, please contact the Disability Services Program in Loso Hall 234. Telephone: 962-3081.

Syllabus prepared by Nancy Knowles.
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