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Eastern Oregon University

College of Art and Sciences

Theatre 362
Irish Drama
Course Description:
The Emerald Isle is explored through the history of its national theatre and the playwright’s words from the last century to the present. The course makes connections through the history and culture of Ireland and how it produced the Irish drama we have from its past to today. The Abbey Theatre, Irelands National Theatre will be emphasized through its history and the playwrights that participated in it from its inception. What about this Island’s spirit that creates the play? Through the texts the student will be given new insights to this question.

Credit Hours: 3
Instructor: 

Mike Heather, Assistant Professor 


Office:

Loso Hall, 104c 


Office Hours:
9am-12pm TuTh or by appointment


Phone:

541-962-3858

Email:

mheather@eou.edu

Class Time:

MWF 9:00-9:50am



Location:

TBA 

Required Texts:
Irish Drama 1900-1980, edited by Coilin D. Owens & Joan N. Radner, ISBN: 0813207053.



Famine, by Tom Murphy, ISBN: 0413771237



Our Lady of Sligo, by Sebastian Barry, ISBN: 0822216906



The Cripple of Inishmaan, by Martin McDonagh, ISBN: 
0822216639

Prerequisite:    None
Learning Outcomes:
The student will have an understanding of the Irish history, culture and theatre. The student will be able to make connections with the history and culture of Ireland through the context of its unique theatre texts from 1900 to the present. Through assigned theatrical texts, the plays and assigned writing the student will be able to recognize, argue and analyze what makes the drama truly Irish and how it reflects Ireland.
General Education Outcomes:
	#1 Content Knowledge
	Demonstrate increased vocabulary, content, and conceptual knowledge in a breadth requirement

	#4 Critical Thinking
	Identifies and explains issues, recognizes contexts and assumptions, acknowledges multiple perspectives, evaluate evidence to reach conclusions

	#7 Aesthetics & Humanities  (AEH)
	Demonstrate an appreciation for aesthetic expressions of humanity and the ability to analyze texts


Course Requirements, Assignments and Tests/Exams:



1. Play Review: Write one review for the play being produced this term by the Theatre program. Include thoughts on the design and any other technical theatre elements you observed. (GEC 4)


2. Play Reading/writing: After reading the required texts as assigned the student must answer several questions. What makes this play representative of Ireland, how does the play relate to the historical times of Ireland, what emotions are stirred from reading the play, what is the theme of the play, what was the author’s intent with writing the play and what are the major conflicts in the play? These assignments are to be typed and from 3-4 pages in length double spaced. (GEC 7)


3. Mid-Term Paper: This is a take home essay question dealing with material and texts covered up to the middle of the term. It is to be typed and from 3-5 pages in length and doubled spaced. (GEC 1)

4. Final Paper: This is a take home essay question concerning some aspect on Theatre History and the plays. It is to be typed and from 5-10 pages in length and doubled spaced. Students will have at least a week to complete and turn in the paper. (GEC 1)
Grading:
Play Review Paper x 1 
= 100 pts. 


Play Reading/writing x 20
= 50 pts. each (1000 pts. total).

Mid-term Paper

= 100 pts.


Final Paper


= 100 pts.




Total:

=  1300 pts.


How points relate to a letter grade are as follows:


A = 
1189-1300 pts.


A-=
1081-1188pts.


B+=
973-1080pts.


B = 
865-972pts.


B-=
757-864pts.


C+=
649-756pts.


C = 
541-648pts.


C-=
433-540pts.


D+=
325-432pts.


D = 
217-324pts.


D-=
109-216pts.


F = 
0-108 pts.

Course Outline/Objective:
Is to understand what makes the texts of Irish Drama special, what makes it Irish, what connection does it have with the people, place and history of Ireland and the world? Irish Plays from 1900 to the present day will be explored and analyzed. The Irish National Theatre, playwrights, Irish culture and history will also be discussed. 
Evaluation of Assigned Projects:



Completed projects will be evaluated (graded) based on several factors. Just trying is important. I do not grade students against each other and look at the individual work. I look at:




1. Completion of all required elements of the assignment.


2. Following the UWR guidelines.


3. Good clean work.


4. The perceived amount of time it took the student to complete the project.


5. Accurate and complete argument or analysis of the texts.


6. Creative content of the work.

7. Submitting work on time.

References for plays:

http://www.gutenberg.org


http://absoluteshakespeare.com/index.htm
University Writing Requirement Outcomes:
Qualifies
Outcomes for upper-division UWR writing-intensive courses: 

1.
Students will produce at least 5,000 words (including drafts, in-class writing, informal papers, and polished papers); 2,000 words of this total should be in polished papers which students have revised after receiving feedback and criticism.  

Students will practice the forms of writing and reflect upon the nature of the writing used by graduates and professionals in the discipline the course represents.  

2. 
Students will write at least one paper integrating information from more than one source, employing the appropriate documentation style for the discipline represented by the course.  

3.
Students will draft, revise, and edit their formal written work.  

4. 
Students will seek assistance from a Writing Tutor in the Writing Lab when needed and when referred by the instructor. 

Students must complete all UWR writing-intensive courses with a C- or better, and UWR writing-intensive courses must allocate at least 30% of the overall grade to formal writing assignments, with at least 25% of the overall grade based on evaluation of individually written papers that have been revised after feedback. 

UWR writing-intensive courses will address punctuation, grammar, and disciplinary documentation style, but they are primarily intended to be discipline courses which use writing tasks to help students learn the material and learn how to write effectively in the discipline.
Schedule of Class Meetings: When a play from the text is listed beyond the first meeting the student should have completed the reading of said play by the date/class meeting stated.

	1
	Monday
	Introduction to course, syllabi and requirements.
	

	2
	Wednesday
	History of the Emerald Isle.
	

	3
	Friday
	More History of Ireland.
	

	4
	Monday
	Before the Abbey, Early Irish Theatre.
	

	5
	Wednesday
	What makes this drama special, what makes it Irish, What connection does it have with the people, place and history? 
	

	6
	Friday
	Lady Gregory, Yeats and the Abbey Theatre.
	

	7
	Monday
	Spreading the News, The Gaol Gate
	

	8
	Wednesday
	On Baile’s Strand
	

	9
	Friday
	 The Only jealousy of Emer
	

	10
	Monday
	The Land
	

	11
	Wednesday
	The Playboy of the Western World
	

	12
	Friday
	Riders to the Sea
	

	13
	Monday
	Maurice Harte
	

	14
	Wednesday
	The Magic Glasses
	

	15
	Friday
	Mid-term due.
	

	16
	Monday
	Juno and the Paycock
	

	17
	Wednesday
	The Big House
	

	18
	Friday
	The Old Lady Says “No!”
	

	19
	Monday
	As the Crow Flies
	

	20
	Wednesday
	The Paddy Pedlar
	

	21
	Friday
	Mid-term paper due.
	

	22
	Monday
	The Vision of Mac Conlinne
	

	23
	Wednesday
	The Quare Fellow
	

	24
	Friday
	All That Fall
	

	25
	Wednesday
	Da
	

	26
	Friday
	Translations
	

	27
	Monday
	Our Lady of Sligo
	

	28
	Wednesday
	The Cripple of Inishmaan
	

	29
	Friday
	Famine
	

	30
	Monday
	Final Exam due.
	


Important Notes:
1.) It is important to note that students are not graded against each other in the class on their assignemnts and trying and doing the best you can counts for a lot when work is evaluated and graded.

2.) Extra credit can be earned if the student feels they need to make up points at the discretion of the instructor.

3.) All written assignments are to be typed or when attached/word processed via email in black ink on white paper. It is important to write the assignments in your own words for no plagiarism will be tolerated. If you do use quoted or other sources make sure they are referenced. Do your own work.

4.) If you have a documented disability or suspect that you have a learning problem and need reasonable accommodations, please contact Disability Services program in Loso Hall. Telephone: 962-3081.

5.) Note that information on this syllabus is subject to change. 

Statement on Academic Misconduct:

Eastern Oregon University places a high value upon the integrity of its student scholars. Any student found guilty of an act of academic misconduct (including, but not limited to, cheating, plagiarism, or theft of an examination or supplies) may be subject to having his or her grade reduced in the course in question, being placed on probation or suspended from the University, or being expelled from the University—or a combination of these.   Please see Student Handbook at:

http://www.eou.edu/saffairs/handbook/honest.html
Statement on Americans with Disabilities:

If you have a documented disability or suspect that you have a learning problem and need accommodations, please contact the Disability Services Program in Loso Hall 234. Telephone: 962-3081.

Syllabus Prepared By: Mike Heather
Date:  12/9/2008

