Eastern Oregon University

School of Arts and Sciences

Course Syllabus

Number of Course:

Span 350
Name of Course:


Spanish History through Film and Literature
Catalog Description:


Interdisciplinary introduction to modern history of Spain.  Readings on Spanish history of the 20th and 21st century, complemented by the study of selected films and short stories.

Credit Hours:


4

Professor:


Barbara Schulz

Office:



ACK 202 E

Office Hours:


M- Th  10-11:00 am and by appointment
Phone:



Ext. 23599

Time & Location of course:
TBA

Email:



bschulz@eou.edu
Required Materials:

Hooper, John. The New Spaniards. London: Penguin 2006.

Bordwell, David and Kristin Thompson. Film Art: An Introduction 

Prerequisites:

Second Year Spanish or equivalent.

Learning Outcomes:

1. Basic skills in the analysis of film

2. Knowledge of some major film-makers from Spain

3. Insights into important stages of the modern history of Spain

4. Development of writing skills (summary analysis)
5. Communication skills in Spanish at an advanced level

Course Requirements:

Weekly commentaries on readings in textbook (Hooper) (week 1-9).

4 summary analysis of film (minimum of 3 pages)






Written exam (week 8)






Participation in Blackboard discussion/in class



Summaries of chapter 2-4 in Bordwell & Thompson





Short final paper (due on Monday of Finals Week)


Attendance (on-campus students):  0 absence 10 P; 2 1 abs. 9 P, 2 abs. 8 Pt. 3 abs. 7 Pt, 4 abs. 6 pt. 5 abs. 5 pts.  You cannot pass the class if you have more than 5 absences. 
Course Content:

In this class we will study the modern history of Spain as seen through the lenses of Spain’s most important film makers.  Our background reading is John Hooper’s The New Spaniards, which describes the political and social changes which Spain underwent in the 20th century.   We will watch films that are associated with different historical periods, political movements, and social issues.

Among the film-directors whose work we will study are Carlos Saura, Pedro Almodóvar and Fernando Trueba.  Readings in film theory, Spanish history, and critical articles will help us historicize these film, i.e, interpret them as the artistic production of different periods in the history of Spain.  
The book by Bordwell & Thompson is available through the summit library system.  We will read chapter 2, 3 and 4. Please also see under “grading.”

Films:

Most of the films we see in this class can be obtained through Netflix (see below). However, since a few can only be obtained through the Summit library system, this class is only recommended for students who live close to a summit library location. Film transport to other locations is too slow!!! NETFLIX membership is highly recommended for this class!! 
Students must have access to at least eight of the listed films.
Means of Assessment:

Weekly commentaries on readings in textbook (Hooper) (week 1-9)

30 P.
LO 3, 4
4 summary analysis of film (minimum of 3 pages)



20 P.
LO 1, 2
Written exam (week 8)






20 P.
LO 1, 2, 3, 4
Participation in discussion






10 P.
LO 1, 2, 3, 4
Summaries of chapter 2-4 in Bordwell & Thompson



10 P.
LO 1, 4
Short final paper (due on Monday of Finals Week)



10 P.
LO 1, 2, 3, 4, 5
Please note: only students who are aspiring to receiving an A in class are expected to read Bordwell & Thompson.

Grading Policy:

A+


98-100 P.

C+
78-79 P.

A


93-97 P.


C
73-77 P.

A-


90-92 P.


C-          70-72 P.

B+


88-89 P.


D+
68-69 P.

B


83-87 P.


D
60-67 P.

B-


80-82 P.


F
  0-59 P.

Brief Outline of Course:

In this class we will study the modern history of Spain as seen through the lenses of Spain’s most important film makers.  Our background reading is John Hooper’s The New Spaniards, which describes the political and social changes which Spain underwent in the 20th century.   We will watch films that are associated with different historical periods, political movements, and social issues.

Among the film-directors whose work we will study are Carlos Saura, Pedro Almodóvar and Fernando Trueba.  Readings in film theory, Spanish history, and critical articles will help us historicize these film, i.e, interpret them as the artistic production of different periods in the history of Spain.  

General Education Category and Outcomes:

SSC
Reflective knowledge and analytical judgment about the self, other cultures, and human


behavior

Further Information on Course Requirements

Commentaries on readings:
These are summaries on chapters of our textbooks (Hooper). Although our textbook is in English, these summaries need to be written in Spanish (2 p). (Week 1-9).
Students who aspire to getting an A must also send in summaries of Bordwell & Thompson in week 2, 3 and 4.  A dense list of concepts and their definition (2 pages) is sufficient. These summaries are to help you in your film analysis.

Summary analyses of films:

These are 3 page analytical summaries of the films you watch. You will be writing a total of 4 of these mini-essays. These are exercises in analysis and composition. Please follow the structure outlined below (introduction, thesis statement, support of argument, conclusion). Please use the analytical questions on film provided by the instructor and/or the concepts introduced by Bordwell & Thompson.
Writing Tutors:

If you have not written structured argumentative essays before, please consult with a writing tutor  at the EOU online writing lab. I expect the students in this class to be able to write an argumentative research paper at college level.

Written Exam:

This is a proctored exam. Please contact Travis Paulson in the Learning Center if you do not have a proctor.

Blackboard discussion:

A minimum of 3 commentaries about the films you see is expected per week.

You are encouraged to bring issues into the discussion. I will monitor and participate in the discussion. Please feel free to ask questions in the Discussion Board.
Final Paper:

A short research paper 4-5 pages has to be handed in by Monday of final’s week. Possible topics: a film-maker, historical event, political or social issue, a particular film etc. Needs to list a minimum of four sources, two of which must be hard copy sources (books, articles- not online sources).
Deadlines:

Sunday at midnight is the deadline for submissions into the electronic drop-box.

Statement on Academic Misconduct:

Eastern Oregon University places a high value on the integrity of its student scholars. Any student found guilty of an act of academic misconduct (including but not limited to, cheating, plagiarism, or theft of an examination or supplies) may be subject to having his or her grade reduced in the course in question, being placed on probation or suspended from the University, or being expelled from the University--or a combination of these. (Please see the 2004-5 on-line Student Handbook: Campus Citizenship – Academic and Behavior, at the following web address: http://www.eou.edu/saffaris/handbook/sect2.html).

Statement on Americans with Disabilities:

If you have a documented disability or suspect that you have a learning problem and need accommodation, please contact the Disability Services Program in Loso Hall 234. Telephone 962-3081.

Schedule
Week I

Hooper Chapter 1-3

Homework:  Summary of Hooper.
Week 2

Hooper Chapter 4-6
Bordwell/Thompson Ch. 2: summary
Homework: Summary of Hooper
Week 3

Hooper Chapter 7-9

Bordwell/Thompson Ch. 3 summary
Film 1

Homework: Summary of Hooper, Summary analysis  1
Week 4

Hooper Chapter 10-12

Bordwell/Thompson ch. 4 - summary
Film 2

Summaries of Hooper.
Week 5

Hooper Chapter 13-15
Film 3 Summary analysis 2
Week 6

Hooper Chapter 16-18

Film 4 
Week 7

Hooper Chapter 19-21

Film 5 summary analysis 3
Week 8

Hooper Chapter 22-24

Film 6 
Week 9

Hooper Chapter 25-27




Film 7 summary analysis  4
Week 10

Hooper Chapter 28-31

Film 8





Written Exam (Proctored)
Please note: you are welcome to start handing 
Film in the recommended order:

La plaza del diamante.  F. Betriu, 1988. (Summit only)
Silencio roto. Montxo Armendariz, 2004. Alternate: Pan’s Labyrinth (del Toro 2006) (Netflix, Summit)
Los santos inocentes. Mario Camus, 2002. (Summit only)

La prima Angélica. Carlos Saura, 2004. (Summit) (Alternate: Cría Cuervos) (Netflix)

 La mitad del cielo. M.G. Aragon, 1988. (Summit)
Los amantes del círculo polar. Bovaina/Lavigne, 2006. (Summit + Netflix)

Todo sobre mi madre. Almodóvar, 2000.(Summit and Netflix)

La mala educación. Almodóvar, 2005.(Summit and Netflix)

Hable con ella. Almodóvar, 2002. (Summit and Netflix)

Barrio. F. León, 1998 (Summit and Netflix)
Grading criteria for Essays

Grammar/vocabulary

A
fluent with moments of elegance, few errors

B
comprehensible, some errors

C
substantial and significant errors

D
one or more blocks to communication

F
unintelligible

Stylistic technique

A
skilled use of syntax in terms of content, variation in syntax

B
clear, appropriate, and sophisticated syntax

C
errors, but attempts at sophistication and appropriateness

D
errors and/or inappropriate syntax

F
garbled syntax

Organization

A
well-organized paragraphs, use of clear topic and summary sentences,


Convincing, easy to follow

B
good evidence of structuring of paragraphs (perhaps an unwieldly use of patterns of organization)

C
some attempts at organization, but few topic, development, summary sentences

D
hard to follow, organization undermines intelligibility

F
no evidence of planning in structure of paragraphs


Content

A
significant, interesting, appropriate, well thought out, appropriate to assignment

B
generally good work, but facts may be unsupported, or repetitious. Clichés may be


apparent.

C
Careless development of data relevant to content

D
no effort to make content significant to composition

F
incoherent or wildly inappropriate content

(From Omaggio Hadley: Teaching Language in Context. P. 344)

Content for Summaries:

A
Excellent analysis of argument made in article/text; critical distance to argument made.

B
Good understanding of argument made in article/text

C
Deficient analysis of argument made by author

D
Only fragmentary understanding of article/text

F
General lack of comprehension of article/text
Basic Structure of Essays

A
Introduction (e.g. historical background, biographical information etc)


Thesis statement

B
Supporting the argument


Topic Sentence + Paragraph 1


Topic Sentence + Paragraph 2


Topic Sentence + Paragraph 3

C
Conclusion

