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EASTERN OREGON

U N I V E R S 1 T 'Y




            Request for New Minor or Concentration

Please Note:  The EPCC will consider new and existing course changes at any of its regularly scheduled meetings.  Documentation must be submitted at least one calendar week prior to EPCC discussion.

Form Instructions:

Please complete this form and forward as an electronic attachment to the appropriate persons for their Approval/Denial in the order indicated below.  Please note that form fields will expand to accommodate your needs.  To submit please follow the instructions under PROCEDURE.

	Submitted by the College of:  Arts & Sciences
Prepared by:  Jeff Johnson
	Date: 4/13/09

	To be offered in the program of:  
To some degree the minor will be freestanding, but will enjoy some oversight by Philosophy and PPE
	Minor/Concentration Title: 
Religious Studies

	Expected Implementation Date:

Fall 2009
	


Institutional Requirements:

Minors:  Minimum 30 credits, including 15 upper division.

Concentrations:  Minimum 21 credits, including 15 upper division.  Concentrations are restricted to students of a specific major.

	
Procedure



A. The EPCC will consider new minor or concentration proposals at any of its regularly scheduled meetings; however, proposals must be received by the Committee at least one week prior to the meeting at which they will be considered.

B. New minor or concentration proposals will be developed according to the following format.  

	Proposal


A. Minor/concentration description and objectives:

1. Describe the curriculum, including clinical, internship or other important components. 

The Religious Studies Minor is a thirty credit collection of course work, almost all of which is currently available in the Eastern curriculum, and enjoys strong student enrollment.  The one exception will be a new course REL 100 Introduction to Religion.  The curriculum is as follows.

Lower Division:

PHIL 101 Self, World, & God (5 credits)

REL 100 Introduction to Religion (5 credits)

Upper Division:

PHIL 320 Philosophy of Religion (5 credits) 


And a minimum of 15 credits from the following:

REL 321 Buddhism (5 credits)

REL 322 Islam (5 credits)

REL 323 Yoga Philosophy (2 credits)

REL 324 Philosophy of Sacred Art (5 credits)

HST 325 History of Christianity (5 credits)

HST 421 Medieval Europe (5 credits)
2. Discuss the overall objectives of the minor or concentration.

The Religious Studies minor is designed to provide an opportunity for the academic study and understanding of religion as an aspect of human experience and culture.  The minor will examine both the practical and the conceptual aspects of religion.  Eastern students have an abiding interest in religion, but often have little understanding of range of religious belief, or the important scholarly contributions to our understanding of religion have been forthcoming from a wide array of academic disciplines. 
B. Program’s Justifications:  

1. Indicate the projected enrollment in the minor or concentration for each of the next three years and the projected number of students graduated at the end of the three-year period.   Also indicate the probable source of students. Justify any depletion from other disciplines.  

With the exception of RS 101 which has yet to be offered, all of the courses in the minor are available both on and off campus, and have historically enjoyed very strong enrollment.  We believe that it is quite reasonable to expect as many twenty-five students having graduated with the minor within a three-year period. While there may be some depletion from the Philosophy minor, the Philosophy program and the PPE major enthusiastically endorse the new minor.
2. Justify the minor or concentration in terms of its uniqueness and distinctiveness.

Although there are other minors in Religious Studies or Religion in Oregon, the Eastern minor puts a particular emphasis on non-western religious thought.
C. Program’s Integrity

1. Provide a list of faculty members associated with the minor or concentration and include pertinent information as to their qualifications.  If the new minor or concentration requires additional faculty, indicate the number and general qualifications of such new faculty. 

Professor Jeff Johnson has been a member of Eastern's faculty since 1982.  He has an on-going research agenda in analytic philosophy of religion.  He has many publications in journals such as The Journal of Religion and the International Journal for Philosophy of Religion.

Dr. David Komito is an internationally recognized expert on Tibetan Buddhism.  He is the author of Nagarjuna's Seventy Stanzas: A Buddhist Psychology of Emptiness.   

2. Describe the physical facilities available to support the proposed new minor or concentration, including the adequacy of classroom, laboratories, teaching and research equipment and offices.

Since virtually all of the course work is currently offered the currently available physical (and financial) support for the minor will be adequate.
3. Describe the library support that is available to meet the needs of the new minor or concentration, indicating what new acquisitions will be required for library development.

The library support will be adequate, though we expect to direct a major percentage of the Philosophy allocation for the next few years to new volumes to support the minor.
D. Program’s Cost

1. 
Project the estimated expenditures for the proposed minor or concentration, including faculty, administration, library, research and teaching supplies and equipment, internship and clinical opportunities, secretarial and technical assistance, and other related costs.

There will be no new expenditures, given that virtually all of the course work is currently offered.
2.  
Identify the sources of revenue, including amounts which are available, or are expected to   be available, to support the minor or concentration.  Describe any special grants, which maybe sought to support this proposal.

We expect that the minor will produce some new revenue through its availability to students at a distance.
 E.
Appropriateness of program for Eastern Oregon University 

1. Discuss the appropriateness of the minor or concentration in relation to the role and scope of the institution, e.g., how the proposed minor or concentration relates to the overall educational efforts of the institution. 

The minor is particularly appropriate to Eastern Oregon University.  It satisfies a long-standing interest and desire among our students to study and reflect on an important aspect of many of their lives.  It puts to very good use the academic expertise of the current faculty.  And, it dovetails perfectly with Eastern's commitment to the teaching and understanding of diversity in a global context.
2. Describe the relationship between this proposed minor or concentration and other programs in the institution, e.g., possible linking of business courses for a minor concentration. 

The minor supports any academic major, but may be of particular interest to students in Philosophy, History, Anthropology, Sociology, and Literature.  We believe that there is a very natural affinity with other minors such as International Studies, Philosophy, and Native American Studies.
	F.   Approval/Denial of New Minor or Concentration


	1.
	_X Approved
__ Denied 
	Chair, Program Committee 
                                      Colleen Johnson
	Date:

4/15/09

	2.
	_X Approved
__ Denied 
	Division Chair 

                                      Regina Braker
	Date:

4/15/09

	3.
	_X Approved
__ Denied 
	DAC (A & S)

                                       Anna Cavinato, Donald Wolff
	Date:

5/6/09

	4.
	_X Approved
__ Denied 
	College Dean


                                        College of Arts and Sciences
	Date:

5/07/09

	5.
	_x_ Received


	EPCC Support Staff, aadams@eou.edu
	Date:

5/8/2009

	6.
	__ Approved

__ Denied
	Chair, EPCC
	Date:

	7.
	__ Approved

__ Denied
	Chair, Faculty Senate
	Date:

	8.
	__ Approved
	Provost 
	Date:

	9.
	__ Received
	Registrar
	Date:

	Reason for Denial:

	

	Comments:


