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College of Arts and Sciences

Course Syllabus

Number of Course:  
REL 322
Name of Course:
Islam
Catalog Description:  

This course will provide a general overview of the history, arts and basic tenets of Islam as well as a focused view of the early history of Islam in the Middle East, the medieval history of Islam in South Asia and contemporary movements in Islam as they impact the USA. 
Credit Hours:  
5
Time and place of the course: Distance delivery
Text or Suggested Materials:  

1. John Esposito, Ph.D.; What Everyone Needs to Know About Islam; Oxford University Press, ISBN 0-19-515713-3. 

2. Online lectures written by the instructor. 
3. All other resources and readings for this course are on the Internet.
Prerequisites:  None
Brief Outline of Course: 

Week 1 Basic Tenets of Islam

Week 2 Islamic Beginnings & the First Caliphate

Week 3 The flowering and fracturing of the Caliphate; the origins of Islamic Arts & Sciences

Week 4 Islamic Sciences

Week 5 Islamic Arts

Week 6 Pluralism and Fundamentalism in the Islamic world; the Mongol invasion and the subsequent rise of the great Islamic Empires

Week 7 Architecture and the doctrine of the Unity of God

Week 8 Islam and the West in the modern period

Week 9 Islam and the West in the modern period (continued)

Week 10 Islam in America

General Education  Category and Outcomes: Aesthetics and Humanities

1. Learn and use the vocabulary, content, and conceptual knowledge in a variety of disciplines. (CONTENT KNOWLEDGE)

2. Think clearly, critically, and effectively, taking into consideration purpose, audience, and occasion. (CRITICAL THINKING)

3. An appreciation for aesthetic expressions of humanity and the ability to analyze texts. (AEH)
Additional Outcomes:

4. Upon completion of this course students should be able to demonstrate knowledge and awareness of some of the essential characteristics of traditional Islamic cultures. In particular, Islam proposes that the ideal life is lived in a society which integrates Islamic values into all its elements, which contrasts radically with the contemporary western secular view that religion and state need to be kept separate.  Students who complete this course should be able to understand and articulate some of the difficulties these divergent views are creating in the contemporary world situation.  All learning  outcomes will be assessed through an objective exam, an essay and graded correspondence on the course discussion board.

Means of Assessment and Grading: 

· On-line exam -- 20% of course grade. (outcomes 1-4)

· Essay -- 40% of course grade. (outcomes 1-4)
· Discussion board postings -- 40% of course grade. (outcomes 1-4)
Statement on Academic Misconduct:

Eastern Oregon University places a high value upon the integrity of its student scholars. Any student found guilty of an act of academic misconduct (including, but not limited to, cheating, plagiarism, or theft of an examination or supplies) may be subject to having his or her grade reduced in the course in question, being placed on probation or suspended from the University, or being expelled from the University—or a combination of these.   Please see Student Handbook at: http://www.eou.edu/saffairs/handbook/honest.html
Statement on Americans with Disabilities:

If you have a documented disability or suspect that you have a learning problem and need accommodations, please contact the Disability Services Program in Loso Hall 234. Telephone: 962-3081.
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