Eastern Oregon University

College of Education

Proposed Changes

from Master of Teacher Education 

to Master of Arts in Teaching

	
	Current MTE
	Proposed

MAT
	Rationale

	Name
	Master of Teacher Education
	Master of Arts in Teaching
	The commonly used name at other institutions for post-graduate initial teacher preparation is Master of Arts in Teaching.  Making this name change would make it easier for us to market and explain our program as the MAT degree is more readily understood.



	Course divisions
	There are separate courses
	Integrated Cores:

Curriculum, Instruction and Assessment will be combined. Development and classroom management will be combined.
	This integration will demonstrate that assessment is part of the instructional cycle.  The second combination will emphasize developmentally appropriate practice.

	Secondary Methods
	6 credits
	10 credits
	Methods courses are the most appropriate venue for learning about content standards, use of technology, integration of literacy, content specific pedagogy and appropriate assessment.  With a reduction of credits in the general coursework, methods can be augmented to focus on content specific needs.  It is important for students to see how content is taught at both ML and HS levels.



	Elementary Methods
	All content areas are treated differently
	Each content area will have an emphasis in both ECE and ELE 
	It is important for students to see how content is taught at both authorization levels. Science, social studies, music, art, PEH will all have a two level sequence.



	Technology
	No specific course
	Specific coursework
	Future teachers need specific guidance in the role of technology and how it can be used to enhance learning. Required by the HEA reauthorization



	Teaching as a Profession
	No specific course
	Course in the first summer
	Essentials for new teachers such as issues of confidentiality, ethics, school law, and mandatory reporting of child abuse have not been grouped into a single course in the current program.  Not only do students need this information for passing the new Civil Rights exam but they also need it for conducting themselves as professionals.



	Diversity
	Multicultural

Course
	Teaching in a Diverse Society Course
	The multiculturalism class needs additional content to prepare teachers to be culturally competent.  In addition to the current content, the new course will provide strategies for working with a diverse student population as well as English language learners.



	Research
	Literature Review
	Classroom-based action research course sequence
	Current students do library-based research to write what amounts to an extended term paper on a selected topic.  The purpose of the new course sequence is to foster an attitude of data-driven decision-making about problems that arise in the classroom.  It will include library-based research and methodology as well as action research on a selected instructional problem.



	Field Placement
	
	
	No change—half year at each of two authorization levels.  



	Total Credits
	Elementary=57

Secondary=55
	Elementary=58

Secondary=56
	One credit increase in each cohort due to additional course


