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This course examines the economic development of the United States during different historical periods.  It focuses on long-term economic trends (such as economic growth and the development of labor and product markets) and the economic causes and consequences of particular events (such as the settlement of the West, The Civil War, and the Great Depression).

Credit Hours:  
Three [3]
Instructor: 

Dr. Jeff Dense



Office:  Ackerman Hall, # 204J




jdense@eou.edu 
Time and place of the course:

Varies
Required Texts or Suggested Materials:  

The following texts are required:

· Sullivan, K., and Gunther, G., Constitutional Law, 15th ed., Foundation Press, (2003).

· Garner, B., ed., Black’s Law Dictionary, abridged 8th ed., West Group, (2005).

· ______, The U.S. Constitution and Fascinating Facts about it, Oak Hill, (1993)

METHODS AND REQUIREMENTS

Case Briefs 7 @ 5%…………………………………………………..…………….     35%

Blue Book Examination  ………………………………………………….……..…… 15%

Simulation Performance…………………………………………………..….….……15%

Research Paper ………………………………………………………..…...……….    35%











    TOTAL         100%

 
Preparing case briefs of Supreme Court opinions is an important part of your developing an understanding of the Court’s treatment of the First Amendment. A student generated brief is an analytical outline of a Supreme Court opinion designed to pinpoint what issues of fact and law are relevant to the final resolution of the case, and what lines of legal argument the justices have used. Briefing helps the student, not only to understand and remember the cases, but also to critically evaluate the persuasiveness of the arguments of the justices. The more cases one reads the easier briefing becomes. You will be required to generate a number of case briefs of Supreme Court opinions throughout the term. Each briefs is worth 5% of your final grade for the course. Unless prior arrangements are made, late case briefs will not be accepted.


In order to fully simulate the rigors of your impending law school experience, it is necessary that you understand the rigors and stress related to taking in class examinations. There will be one such examination in this course. One week before the examination I will provide you with a list of study questions. The exam questions will be drawn solely from this list. Unless prior arrangements are made, there will be no make-up in class exams. 


The activity of simulating cases heard by the Supreme Court during the 2005-6 term is one of the most rewarding educational experiences you will have during your undergraduate studies.  In this exercise you will be asked to participate as either a Supreme Court Justice or an attorney arguing a case before the Court. I have attempted to tailor the course around this essential learning experience. I will provide you with a bevy of materials that will facilitate an efficient completion of the simulation. The simulation will occur during an additional class meeting time to be arranged. You will have ample time to prepare and participate to the fullest extent of your abilities. I am positive you find the simulation not only academically rewarding, but fun! 


In addition to the above class activities, you are required to write a short research paper (5-7 pages, plus two pages of single spaced annotated, explanative endnotes) on a contemporaneous issue related to the First Amendment. After consultation concerning your topic, you will be permitted to demonstrate your mastery and critical knowledge of the Supreme Court’s role in this substantive area. Completion of this research paper will be aided by your following a timeline for completion of the various facets (bibliography, outline, draft) relevant to the writing of a quality research paper. Failure to meet these deadlines will result in an automatic deduction of your grade for the paper. Please avail yourself of my knowledge of this subject matter in doing your paper; it will make this writing project much easier. All research papers will be due (date to be announced in class). No extensions will be given for this important assignment.  

INTENDED LEARNING OUTCOMES


At completion of the course the student should be able to:

(1) Compare and discriminate the rules, maxims and doctrines central to Supreme Court decision-making.

(2) Evaluate the political implications of the Supreme Court’s treatment of civil liberties on contemporary society in the United States.

(3)  Analyze the arguments employed in Supreme Court. 

(4) Summarize the Supreme Court decision-making process in written brief of selected cases.

(5) Synthesize a plethora of sources into a coherent and convincing written argument. 

CLASS ATTENDANCE AND PARTICIPATION


While this course centers on the traditional lecture/discussion format, your informed participation is essential to the success of the course. You will be expected to come to class fully prepared and ready to participate every session. This interactive nature of the course allows us to learn from each other, and become cognizant of numerous perspectives on civil liberties.



If you plan on not regularly attending class this is not the class for you. Given the once a week class schedule for the class, if you have an unexcused absence this quarter, you will receive a grade of “F” for the class. The instructor is the final judge as to what constitututes an excused absence. There are may be a legitimate reason for missing class. Please contact me beforehand so we can make arrangements to cover the material you will miss.

ASSISTANCE FOR THE COURSE


I am always available to consult with students. I will hold office hours 5:00-6:00 Monday and 10:00-12:00 Thursday, and by appointment.  My office is located in Ackerman Hall, room 204-J. You can reach me on the phone or leave a message on my voice mail at 962-3854. I can also be contacted via e-mail at jdense@eou.edu. Do not hesitate to contact me if you need help.
GRADE SCALE


The following grade scale is applicable to all of my classes. In order to ensure fairness, equity and no surprises, I want to make sure we are on the same page in terms of how your accumulated score will be translated into your final grade. If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to see to me. 

overall percentage                  final grade                    overall percentage                    final grade   

100.00-98.00 %


A+

79.99-78.00 %


      C+


97.99-92.00 %


A

77.99-72.00 %


      C

91.99-90.00 %


A-

71.99-70.00 %


      C-

89.99-88.00 %


B+

69.99-68.00 %


      D+

87.99-82.00 %


B

67.99-62.00 %


      D

81.99-80.00 %


B-

61.99-60.00 %


      D-








59.99-0.00   %


      F 

Brief Outline of Course: 

WEEK ONE: Monday

(a) Free Speech: An Overview


Sullivan and Gunther, pp. 984-996

(b) Incitement: There’s A Riot Goin’ On


Sullivan and Gunther, pp. 996-1038

WEEK TWO: Tuesday

(a) Fighting Words and Hostile Audiences: “God Damned Racketeer”


Sullivan and Gunther, pp. 1038-1054

(b) Injury to Reputation and Sensibility: Libel and Hate Speech


Sullivan and Gunther, pp. 1054-1094

WEEK THREE: Monday

(a) Sexually Explicit Expression: 


Sullivan and Gunther, pp. 1094-1158

WEEK FOUR: Monday

(a) Commercial Speech: What were Once Vices are Now for Sale


Sullivan and Gunther, pp. 1158-1191

(b) Content Based/Content Neutral Restrictions: Expression or Action?


Sullivan and Gunther, pp. 1192-1226

WEEK FIVE: Monday

(a) Public Forums: You Can’t Do That Here


Sullivan and Gunther, pp. 1226-1333

WEEK SIX: Monday


(a) Public Forums continued: Time, Place, Manner



Conclude Week Five reading

(b) Overbreadth, Vagueness, Prior Restraint: Invalid on it’s Face


Sullivan and Gunther, pp. 1333-1372

WEEK SEVEN: Monday 

(a) Freedom of Association: Come Together 



Sullivan and Gunther, pp. 1386-1424

(b) Money and Political Campaigns: Somebody Loan me a Dime



Sullivan and Gunther, pp. 1424-1461

WEEK EIGHT: Thursday

(a) Freedom of the Press


Sullivan and Gunther, pp. 1461-1502

(b) The Free Exercise Clause: Drugs and Animal Sacrifice 


Sullivan and Gunther, pp. 1503-1546
WEEK NINE: Tuesday

(a) The Establishment Clause 


Sullivan and Gunther, pp. 1547-1612

WEEK TEN: Monday,

(a) Blue Book Exam (15%)

(b) The Game !!!
General Education Category and Outcomes: N/A
Statement on Academic Misconduct:

Eastern Oregon University places a high value upon the integrity of its student scholars. Any student found guilty of an act of academic misconduct (including, but not limited to, cheating, plagiarism, or theft of an examination or supplies) may be subject to having his or her grade reduced in the course in question, being placed on probation or 

suspended from the University, or being expelled from the University—or a combination of these.   Please see Student Handbook at:
http://www.eou.edu/saffairs/handbook/honest.html
Statement on Americans with Disabilities:

If you have a documented disability or suspect that you have a learning problem and need accommodations, please contact the Disability Services Program in Loso Hall 234. Telephone: 962-3081.
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