Eastern Oregon University

College of Arts and Sciences

Course Syllabus

Number of Course:  
MA 404

Name of Course: 
Film Production Capstone

Catalog Description:  
Film Production continues the development of the final capstone film. The course emphasizes the production phase of the filmmaking process. Students will cast and crew their productions and complete shooting of their film by the end of the term in preparation for the following course, MA 405 Post Production Capstone.

Credit Hours: 

2  

Instructor: 

Kevin Roy

Office:  LH 219


Phone:  541-962-3064

Email:  kevin.roy@eou.edu
Office Hours:  TBD

Time and place of the course:

MW 3:00 – 4:00, LH 235

Required Texts or Suggested Materials: 
TBD 

Prerequisites:

MA 403 - Capstone

Learning Outcomes: 

Upon successful completion of the course, students will have: 

· organized and shot their final capstone film in preparation for post-production.
· coordinated the various resources used in the production phase of filmmaking
· organized a casting and crew call
· implemented shot clear usable coverage for narrative. 
· scouted and selected locations suitable for shooting. 
· determined and itemized special props/effects that might be needed for specialized shots
· written up call sheets, refined shot lists, documented shoot schedules, secured locations necessary for the completion particular to the production
· implemented and developed production management and set procedures
Course Requirements:

In this course, student directors will begin the production phase of the final capstone film. Directors should have selected a cast, crew and assistants for their film by no later than the end of the second week of the term. Each student director in the capstone will volunteer for other projects to fill key technical positions within the production, in addition to organizing cast and crew for the filming of their own film. Within the first two weeks, crews for each production will be documented and managed using provided call sheets and a shoot schedule will be drawn up prior to the first day of production. Student directors in the course are required to recruit and manage assistants from MM364 Film Production, a concurrently offered course, to assist with their production. By the end of the course, students are expected to have volunteered and participated in at least two other productions as well as have their own film shot in preparation for MA 405 - Capstone Post Production. Throughout the term, dailies will be screened and critiqued during regular class times. All are expected to participate and attendance in mandatory.

Grading Policies and Means of Assessment: 

“A” – Prior to shooting, the student has met deadlines in preparation for the production. Cast and crew selection happens in a timely manner and is well documented. A documented shooting schedule with call sheets is organized, presented, and followed. Shooting commences safely and systematically according to the devised schedule. By the end of the term, student will have the film completely shot and ready for the post-production. The amount of scene coverage is excellent with a variety of takes revealed in the footage. The work is technically excellent visually and aurally, presenting no problems in post-production. Documented consistent participation in key positions in at least two other productions. 

“B” – Prior to shooting, the student has met deadlines in preparation for the production. Cast and crew selection happens in a timely manner and is well documented. A documented shooting schedule with call sheets is organized, presented, and followed. Shooting commences safely and systematically according to the devised schedule. By the end of the term, student will have the film completely shot and ready for the post-production. Coverage is good with a variety of takes revealed in the footage. The work has some technical problems that can be solved in post-production. Documented consistent participation in key positions in at least two other productions.

“C” – The student has missed deadlines in preparation for the production. Cast and crew selection is therefore delayed. A documented shooting schedule is organized, presented, but lacks detail. Shooting commences safely according to the devised schedule. By the end of the term, students will have the film completely shot and ready for the post-production. The amount of coverage is low potentially causing some problems in post-production. The footage has technical problems. Documented consistent participation in key positions in at least two other productions.

“D” - Work is erratic, inconsistent, undocumented, incomplete.

Brief Outline of Course: 

· Weeks 1 and 2 - finalize pre-production, location, scheduling, call sheets, casting, crewing, equipment, special needs.

· Weeks 3 through 10  - production, wrap party.

Statement on Academic Misconduct:

Eastern Oregon University places a high value upon the integrity of its student scholars. Any student found guilty of an act of academic misconduct (including, but not limited to, cheating, plagiarism, or theft of an examination or supplies) may be subject to having his or her grade reduced in the course in question, being placed on probation or suspended from the University, or being expelled from the University—or a combination of these.   Please see Student Handbook at: http://www.eou.edu/saffairs/handbook/honest.html
Statement on Americans with Disabilities:

If you have a documented disability or suspect that you have a learning problem and need accommodations, please contact the Disability Services Program in Loso Hall 234. Telephone: 962-3081.

Syllabus Prepared By: 

Kevin Roy
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