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Eastern Oregon University

College of Arts and Sciences

Course Syllabus

Number of Course:

HONR 201
Name of Course:

Honors Orientation Seminar
Catalog Description:
First-year honors courses are designed to encourage students to develop critical and analytical thinking skills and apply them to issues of some controversy in society. 

Prerequisite: None
Credit Hours:


1 (This course may be repeated twice for a maximum of 3 credits)
Text or Suggested Materials:  These may be online readings, texts, films, or other such materials, selected to inform the topic for the term.
Learning Outcomes:

For General Education Core: Upon completion of this course, students will be able to:

1. Content Knowledge:  Demonstrate increased vocabulary, content, and conceptual knowledge in a breadth requirement.

2. Critical Thinking: Identify and explain issues, recognize contexts and assumptions, acknowledge multiple perspectives, and evaluate evidence to reach conclusion.

3. Gateway (GTW): Demonstrate understanding of beginning theory and academic content and enhanced academic skills.
For Course:  Course outcomes will vary depending on the subject matter and the instructor. 
The hallmark of the course is to provide motivated students with intellectually challenges related to meaningful and difficult topics of social importance.   Courses are generally interdisciplinary, reflecting the broad range of backgrounds of students in the honors program.
Upon completion of this course, students will be able to:
1. gain some intellectual mastery over the specific topics of inquiry for the term
2. engage in different kinds of thinking and intellectual activity expected of students in an honors program
3. exhibit college-level writing and reading skills

Course Requirements:
These requirements will vary depending on the instructor’s course design.  However, course requirements will reflect the above stated General Education and Course Outcomes.   

Grading Policies:

Grading generally will be on a straight percentage: 90-100% = A; 80-89% = B; 70-79% = C; 60-69% = D; below 60% = F. Minuses will be given for the bottom third (0-3) of each range; pluses for the top third (7-9). Instructors will explain and justify grading policies in their course-specific syllabi. 

Means of Assessment:


Assessment will vary depending on the instructor’s course design. However assessment will be tailored to course content, and will in most cases involve rigorous writing assignments (Critical Thinking).
Brief Outline of Course:
Dependent on specific content offered by instructor of record. 
General Education Category: Gateway (GTW)

Gateway courses provide students with beginning theory and academic content, as well as the opportunity to enhance their academic skills.
Upon completion of this course, students will be able to:

Demonstrate increased vocabulary, content, and conceptual knowledge in a breadth requirement  Content Knowledge.

Identify and explain issues, recognize contexts and assumptions, acknowledge multiple perspectives, evaluate evidence to reach conclusion. Critical Thinking.

Demonstrate understanding of beginning theory and academic content and enhanced academic skills.  Gateway (GTW)
Please refer to  http://www.eou.edu/epcc/documents2007-2008/GECrubric6.11.08.doc for an assessment rubric for these General Education Outcomes.

Statement on Academic Misconduct:

Eastern Oregon University places a high value upon the integrity of its student scholars. Any student found guilty of an act of academic misconduct (including, but not limited to, cheating, plagiarism, or theft of an examination or supplies) may be subject to having his or her grade reduced in the course in question, being placed on probation or 

suspended from the University, or being expelled from the University—or a combination of these.   Please see Student Handbook at: http://www.eou.edu/saffairs/handbook/honest.html
Statement on Americans with Disabilities:

If you have a documented disability or suspect that you have a learning problem and need accommodations, please contact the Disability Services Program in Loso Hall 234. Telephone: 962-3081.

Syllabus Updated By:
  DeAnna  Timmerman
Date:


  April 9, 2009

Page 3 of 2

