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A. Certificate description and objectives

1. Curriculum

Co-sponsored by the Oregon Writing Project and the College of Education, the Graduate Certificate in the Teaching of Writing develops teacher expertise in writing so that teachers can better serve their students and can act as writing coaches for students and their peers in their schools and districts. This program is appropriate for teachers serving students at all levels and in all disciplines.

Grounded in the National Writing Project “teachers teaching teachers” model, the certificate program values teachers’ classroom experience, connects it to current scholarship in the teaching of writing and literacy, and enhances it through writing and reflection on writing and teaching. During the program, participants will be asked to demonstrate best practices, select and develop inquiry topics, participate in and lead discussions of scholarship related to teaching writing, explore issues of diversity, and write and share their writing, and respond to the writing of others as a means to understand better the kinds of writing projects and processes that students will find valuable. In addition to enhancing teaching, this program will strengthen leadership and presentation skills. 

Requirements: 24 quarter credits

· Oregon Writing Project Invitational Summer Institute (currently “Teaching Ideas Institute”; 6 credits; ED 508 or ENGL 507; offered for three weeks each summer in Bend, La Grande/Pendleton, and Ontario). Prerequisite: Successful application to participate in OWP ISI. Participation in an NWP ISI other than EOU’s may substitute. 

· Teacher Research (ED 506 Special Independent Studies; 4 credits; available online): develop a classroom research project related to writing and explore research of other classroom teachers through the NWP network. Prerequisite: OWP ISI.

· Advanced Writing Project (4 credits; ED 508 or ENGL 507; hybrid): develop effective coaching and presentation strategies to provide level- and content-specific inservice workshops for peers and administrators to support local reform efforts and improve writing instruction for diverse learners. Prerequisite: OWP ISI. 

· Writing for Publication (4 credits; WR 550 online): write and submit for publication teaching stories and articles about classroom practice and/or education leadership with teachers as the audience and grounded in current research. Prerequisite: Teacher Research ED 506 Special Independent Studies. 

· Reading Course (2-3 credits online selected from ED 560, ED 561, ED 562, ED 567, ED 581, READ 512, READ 513, READ 531)

· Electives (3-4 credits; local or online) in other Reading, OWP or OWP-approved coursework related to teaching writing and literacy.

Teachers may use the certificate program as a cognate in the MS program. Teachers who opt to do this would substitute the research core for the teacher-research credits included above. Should they have already completed the teacher-research credits, those credits could count as electives. 

2. Objectives

· Develop teacher expertise in writing to improve writing instruction and district leadership

· Connect teachers’ classroom experience and best practices to current scholarship in the teaching of writing and literacy

· Enhance teachers understanding of writing through their own writing and reflection on writing and teaching

· Encourage teachers to explore issues of diversity related to literacy

B. Program’s justifications

1. Population served

Projected enrollment 2009-2010: 2 

Projected enrollment 2010-2011: 5

Projected enrollment 2011-2012: 10

Projected graduates 2012:  2 (full-time teachers may complete in three years or more)

Probable source: Oregon educators interested in improving student writing

Depletion from other disciplines: May draw from MS Literacy cognate

2. Uniqueness

Oregon educators need advanced coursework in order to continue their teaching licenses, and with the challenge of state writing assessments, they need accessible, cohesive programs grounded in research that will help them help their students toward effective writing strategies. 

EOU’s certificate program provides a unique option for Oregon educators for several reasons: a) no writing endorsement exists in Oregon to provide teachers a coherent program in writing, b) the certificate represents a partnership between EOU’s College of Education and the OWP, and c) the certificate is based in La Grande and can serve rural Eastern Oregon teachers better than urban programs. 

Because the certificate is grounded in the NWP philosophy that values teachers’ expertise and treats teachers as professionals, this teacher-centered model, unlike more lock-step professional development, has the potential to encourage reflective practice, and teachers’ engagement with the process will inspire student success. 

By treating teachers as experts rather than passive recipients of knowledge, the certificate program also has the potential to prepare teachers to take leadership roles in their schools and districts, to contribute their professional writing to the growing state and national understanding of successful literacy instruction, and to stand up against the increasing national devaluation of education and advocate for complex models of curriculum and assessment that can provide generalizable data as well as suit the individual contexts in which students learn. 

While a similar certificate program exists at Lewis and Clark College, also coordinated with the OWP site based there, instituting the certificate program at EOU makes it accessible to teachers in our service area, in terms of both geography and cost, and benefits the institution by growing EOU’s partnership with districts in literacy instruction and by providing a coherent program that will encourage teachers to seek advanced coursework from EOU. 

C. Program’s integrity

1. Faculty members

Several faculty members in the College of Education would support students working toward this certificate.  Allen Evans, as the Master of Science degree coordinator, would advise students seeking a degree as well as mentor the research aspect of the certificate.

Faculty teaching the reading courses include M. Ruth Davenport, Carol Lauritzen, Phil Hofmann and Lisa Snyder.  All hold doctorates in the field and are experienced classroom teachers as well as online instructors.

Nancy Knowles has directed the Oregon Writing Project at EOU since 2003 and has expertise both in teaching reading and writing and in delivering professional development in the area of literacy. 

2. Physical facilities

The certificate program requires no additional facilities beyond classroom and website space. 

3. Library support

The certificate program requires no additional library acquisitions. Access to SUMMIT and ERIC are sufficient. The College of Education has invested resources annually to support the language arts so this material should be adequate for students studying toward this certificate.

D. Program’s cost

1. Expenditures

The courses in the certificate program exist or will exist soon as part of other campus programs. The OWP ISI occurs each summer, the College of Education already has the teacher researcher course available, and the reading and elective courses exist. The Advanced Writing Project and WR 550 Writing for Publication courses merely formalize offerings the OWP already provides. No additional expenditures are required for faculty, administration, library, research, supplies, equipment, or clerical assistance. 

Growing popularity of the certificate may eventually put pressure on the OWP ISI, which offers stipends to participants and therefore can accept only as many participants as there are stipends. However, the NWP has indicated an interest in providing additional funds for the Bend ISI once the host (La Grande/Pendleton) ISI enrollment grows. The certificate, therefore, may provide the numbers necessary for securing that additional funding to support teachers in our region. 

2. Revenues

Sources of revenue used to support this certificate include existing money dedicated to the OWP and to faculty in the College of Education. While grant money might be solicited to support, for example, offering stipends for the Advanced Writing Project course, a funder has not yet been identified, and new grant funds are not necessary to make the certificate possible. 

E. Appropriateness of the program for EOU

1. Institutional

The certificate program participates in EOU’s mission by providing an integrated, high-quality professional program that leads to responsible and reflective teaching in the diverse and ever-changing landscape of the Oregon public-school system. In particular, the certificate enhances delivery of graduate coursework especially for place-bound teachers in our region by building upon the successful OWP ISI and College of Education research and reading initiatives; forming these strengths a cohesive, desirable package; and ensuring the package is accessible in terms of both geography and cost. . 

Moreover, the certificate program emphasizes EOU as the region’s scholarly center by providing an additional opportunity for partnership with K-12 teachers, schools, and districts. While one might expect strong campus-school partnerships based on EOU’s network of student-teaching placements throughout the region and sizeable number of alumni teaching in Eastern Oregon, rarely do district personnel contact the institution to develop such partnerships, turning instead to more expensive, corporate professional development for flashy short-term answers to current woes. By encouraging teacher leadership, the certificate program provides another opportunity to make EOU visible on the ground in districts as a resource for ongoing teacher dialogue, thereby enhancing EOU’s scholarly role and growing the opportunities for campus-school partnerships. 

2. Intrainstitutional

The certificate program represents a collaboration between the OWP and the College of Education, and the certificate will be available both as a stand-alone program and as a cognate in the MS degree. While the certificate itself is valuable because of this collaboration, the collaboration will also increase coordination between the College of Education and the English/Writing program, where the OWP is housed, enhancing dialogue about literacy, teaching literacy, literacy-focused professional development, and campus-school partnerships. 

