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Eastern Oregon University

School of Arts and Sciences

Course Syllabus

Course Number:
ART 407

Course Name:

Senior Seminar

Description:


Advanced theory and contemporary criticism studied in relation to the broader field of art as well as to each student's own body of artwork. Components of this course may include reading, writing, discussion and critiques. 

Prerequisite: 

ART 307 recommended

Restrictions: 
May not be enrolled in one of the following Class(es): Freshman, Sophomore, Junior (except with special permission from faculty)
Class Format:

Wednesday 5:00-6:50pm

Ackerman Annex
Credit Hours: 

3
Instructors:

Peter Johnson



Office: LH 112

Phone & Email: 23541, pjohnson@eou.edu



Office Hours: 
______________________________

Jessica Plattner


Office: LH 221

Phone & Email: 2-3337, jplattne@eou.edu


Office Hours: 
______________________________

Learning 

Outcomes:
UWR Outcomes as described below

Further develop visual literacy and an understanding of the vocabulary and language of contemporary art theory and criticism

Development of a self-driven studio practice, working towards a new body of work to be shown as part of the capstone sequence 

Articulate the ideas in your work as they relate to the contemporary art world

Analyze the relationship between form and content in your work and the work of other artists

Formulate a clear understanding of the relationship between contemporary theory / criticism and your own studio practice

Means of Assessment:
In class portfolio presentation of your artwork 

Group and one-on-one critiques with peers, faculty, and visiting artists and scholars  

Examinations, Research Papers, Sketchbooks/Journal, Portfolios, and Artist Statements 

Grading Policy:
10%
Attendance and Participation 

10%
Reading responses (written)

20%
Midterm paper, including all notes, drafts, and peer review

20%
Presentation

20%
Artist statement

20%
Completion of independent studio work / final critique

Students must complete all UWR writing-intensive courses with a C- or better.

Attendance Policy:
Attendance and active participation is crucial to your progress

and success in this class. Participation in class discussion, not mere attendance, counts toward your course grade. Full credit for participation requires contributing to class.

Statement of Academic Misconduct:

Eastern Oregon University places a high value upon the integrity of its student scholars.  Any student found guilty of an act of academic misconduct (including, but not limited to, cheating, plagiarism, or theft of an examination or supplies) may be subject to having his or her grade reduced in the course in question, being placed on probation or suspended from the university, or being expelled from the university-or a combination of these.  (Please see the 2004-05 on-line Student Handbook: Campus Citizenship – Academic Behavior, at the following web address: http://www.eou.edu/saffaris/handbook/sect2.html)

Americans with Disabilities Statement:

If you have a documented disability or suspect that you have a learning problem and need reasonable accommodations, please contact the Disabilities Services Program in Loso Hall 234, telephone 541962-3081.

Required Text:   
Supplemental readings as assigned.

Scheduling and Assigned Work:


Class schedule and assignments may be altered during the course of the term as needed. Any changes to major assignments or means of assessment will be announced well in advance.

ART 407
UWR Upper-Division Outcomes/Requirements
	UWR Outcome/Requirement
	Means of Assessment

	Students will produce at least 5,000 words (including drafts, in-class writing, informal papers, and polished papers); 2,000 words of this total should be in polished papers which students have revised after receiving feedback and criticism. 
	4-5-page midterm paper with peer review
1-page final artist statement with at least 2 drafts
15-minute oral presentation with 3 pages of notes


	Students will practice the forms of writing and reflect upon the nature of the writing used by graduates and professionals in the discipline the course represents. 
	4-5-page midterm paper: critical response
1-page final paper: artist statement
Weekly discussion of critical articles

	Students will write at least one paper integrating information from more than one source, employing the appropriate documentation style for the discipline represented by the course. 
	4-5-page midterm paper: at least two sources
1-page final paper: at least two sources
Chicago Style footnotes required 

	Students will draft, revise, and edit their formal written work.
	Peer review and rough drafts due for midterm 
At least 2 drafts due for final paper

	Students will seek assistance from a Writing Tutor in the Writing Lab when needed and when referred by the instructor.
	Extra credit provided for blue slip

	Students must complete all UWR writing-intensive courses with a C- or better.
	Noted in syllabus

	UWR writing-intensive courses must allocate at least 30% of the overall grade to formal writing assignments, with at least 25% of the overall grade based on evaluation of individually written papers that have been revised after feedback.
	20% midterm paper
20% final paper


Brief Outline of Course:

	Date
	Topic
	Assignment Due

	10/1
	-Introduction

-Studio project proposal overview

-Plan Morgan Lake retreat

-Artist talk 6 PM: Hollis Hammonds


	

	10/8
	-Retreat at Morgan Lake 

-Discussion of project proposals


	-Studio project proposal



	10/15
	-Discussion of Reading #1

-Midterm Paper overview


	Reading response #1: 

-Criticism: A Definition

-Beauty and Morality

-Winkleman blog post

-Aesthetics of Terrorism



	10/22
	- Discussion of Reading #2


	 Reading response#2:

-Theory and Art Criticism



	10/24
	-Discussion of Reading #3


	Reading response #3:

-Ann Hamilton

	11/6
	-Graduation workshop with Joella deVillier
	-Midterm Paper, rough draft, and peer review

-Bring transcript, check sheets (major, minor,  & gen. ed.) transfer evaluation



	11/7
	Artist statement workshop


	Prepare your studio to accurately represent yourself as an artist 



	11/14
	Professor Presentations


	Ghost-writer Artist Statement 

	11/21
	Class cancelled: Thanksgiving Break


	

	11/28
	Student Presentations
	-Presentation

-Artist statement



	12/5
	Final Critiques
	Install your work professionally in your studio




407 Assignments

Independent Studio Work (20%)
Project Proposal
What do you envision for your thesis exhibition?  What new work will you need to complete for your show?  Write a one-page proposal outlining an independent studio project that you can work on this term.  This work should be separate from existing studio class assignments, and will be critiqued during exam week.  Throughout the term you will be expected to update this document according to the progression of your work, and you should be able to present an updated version each week.  

Comment books 

You will be expected to keep a comment book available in your studio.  Over the course of the term, you must respond in writing to the work of each of your studio-mates at least once.  These responses may be anonymous.  They can consist of formal criticism, conceptual criticism, encouragement, suggestions of interesting artists, ideas, etc. Be honest, but remember the philosophy of constructive criticism.  

Individual Critiques with Faculty 

During the first 7 weeks of the term, you will be expected to schedule one individual critique with each seminar faculty member.  Sign-up sheets will be available on faculty office doors.  For each meeting, prepare three questions you would like addressed during your critique.

Final Critique

The final exam for this class will take the form of a critique to take place in Ackerman studios (If you plan to show your work elsewhere, as in the sculpture lab, make arrangements in advance).  You will be asked to present your independent studio work and discuss it in relation to your original project proposal.  YOU MUST PARTICIPATE IN THE FINAL CRIT IN ORDER TO RECEIVE A GRADE FOR THE CLASS.

Reading responses: ½-1  page each (10 %)

For each reading assignment, come prepared for discussion with written responses to the following questions:

1. What is the main idea of this reading?

2. What element/s did you find most interesting?

3. What element/s did you disagree with?

4. How does this reading apply to your own work, life, or beliefs?

Midterm paper and peer review (20 %)

Discuss three interests or life experiences that feed your studio practice or might do so in the future.  Research two artists whose interests or experiences relate to these.  Write a 4-5 page paper using the following format.  Use footnotes to cite your sources.  Move beyond a superficial analysis.

1.  Introduction (1 paragraph including three interests or experiences, and both artists you will discuss)

2.  Three interests or experiences, and how they relate to your work or might in the future (3 short paragraphs)

3.  Two artists, and how their work relates to similar life experiences or interests (2 paragraphs)

4.  How does this work relate to your own art?  How might your understanding of these artists’ work feed your own studio practice in the future? (1-3 paragraphs)

5. Conclusion: Tie it all together with a nice big bow (1 paragraph)

6.  Bibliography (at least 2 sources for each artist researched)

Use Chicago Manual Style for citations.  For a quick guide, see: http://www.chicagomanualofstyle.org/tools_citationguide.html
Presentation (20 %)

Prepare a 10-minute Powerpoint presentation about your artwork and your influences.  Presentations will be assessed on the following:
Effective Speech (clear enunciation, smooth flow of words, uses notes well)

Images (at least 10 relevant and interesting images)

Discussion of interests or influences

Discussion of formal concerns in the work

Discussion of basic ideas in the work

Artist Statement (10 %)

Write a carefully edited, concise, well-researched one-page paper addressing the central concerns in your work.  A copy of this statement will be given to Professors Galloway and Peeke for use in ART 408 Professional Practices.

