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Course Syllabus

Number of Course:   ANTH 220 

Name of Course:  
Physical Anthropology

Catalog Description: 
This course examines human beings as part of the animal kingdom, exploring topics like the principles and processes of evolution, genetics, living and fossil primates, the human fossil record and evolutionary history, early cultural development, and modern human diversity, including the concept of “race.” 
This course replaces ANTH 201. Students may not receive credit for both, but they may replace an earlier grade in ANTH 201 with a better grade in ANTH 220.

Credit Hours:  
5

Instructors: 
Dr. Kathleen Dahl (Ackerman 204-H, 962-3349, kdahl@eou.edu), Dr. Linda Jerofke (Ackerman 117, 962-3179, ljerofke@eou.edu), and Dr. Guy Prouty (online only, gprouty@eou.edu). Office hours vary by term.

Time and Place of Course: Winter term on campus, most terms online. Times, etc, vary by term.

Required Texts or Suggested Materials: 
Varies, depending on instructor, but usually standard text, with supplementary readings.
Prerequisites: 
None 

Course Learning Outcomes: 
By the end of this course, students should be able to:

1. Understand and explain the basic concepts within genetics and evolutionary theory, including population genetics and natural selection.

2. Compare and contrast humans with their non-human primate cousins.

3. Provide an overview of human evolution scenarios.

4. Discuss issues pertaining to “race” and other aspects of modern human variation.

5. Understand and explain theories about the origins of cultural and social behavioral characteristics. 
General Education Outcomes: 
As a course that introduces students to the evolutionary beginnings of what we know as the human condition, this course more than meets the mission of the gen ed program, especially the stipulations that students “use their knowledge of the human condition and the physical world to adapt to, solve the problems of, and thrive in an ever-changing world” and that they become “critical, creative thinkers and engaged, knowledgeable citizens, open to new ways of looking at the world.” GEC outcomes include:
6. Demonstrate increased mastery of vocabulary, content, and conceptual knowledge appropriate to the subject matter (CONTENT KNOWLEDGE).
7. Demonstrate the ability to employ approaches to inquiry from a variety of disciplines related to the study of human evolution and the modern human diversity (INQUIRY).
8. Demonstrate reflective knowledge and analytical judgments about the self, other cultures, and human behavior (SSC).
Social science (SSC) courses prepare students for critical thought and responsible action in a diverse and interconnected world through focus on developing reflective and/or critical consciousness regarding human behavior, individually and/or collectively, within its social, cultural, historical, economic, and political contexts.  SSC courses should enhance student ability to analyze and interpret data; identify, evaluate and synthesize appropriate primary and secondary sources for continued research; discriminate between relevant concepts, theories and paradigms; assess social, economic and political institutions; and make compelling and reasoned arguments based on appropriate evidence in a variety of written and oral formats utilized by the discipline studied.

The University expects graduates to use their knowledge of the human condition and the physical world to adapt to, solve the problems of, and thrive in an ever-changing world.

The 60 credit General Education Curriculum serves the diverse student body of Eastern Oregon University by helping students to integrate into university life and challenging them to become critical, creative thinkers and engaged, knowledgeable citizens, open to new ways of looking at the world.
Means of Assessment/Grading policies: 
Assignments and grading procedures vary somewhat depending on instructor.

· Quizzes and Exams (outcomes 1-8)

· Class discussions (outcomes 3-5  and 6-8)

· Final exam (outcomes 1-8)

· Other projects where appropriate (outcomes vary)

Course Requirements: 
Students are expected to strive for excellent attendance and/or participation on online discussion boards. Major assignments depend on individual instructors, but are challenging and appropriate to course level and subject matter.

Brief Outline of Course:

Topics to be covered over the ten-week period include evolutionary theory, cell biology and DNA, population genetics, race and variation, growth and development, nonhuman primates, mammalian and primate evolution, paleoanthropology and human evolution, the early hominins, archaic and modern Homo sapiens, excavation and dating methodologies, and early cultural development. 





Statement on Academic Misconduct:

Eastern Oregon University places a high value upon the integrity of its student scholars. Any student found guilty of an act of academic misconduct (including, but not limited to, cheating, plagiarism, or theft of an examination or supplies) may be subject to having his or her grade reduced in the course in question, being placed on probation or suspended from the University, or being expelled from the University—or a combination of these.   Please see Student Handbook at:  http://www.eou.edu/saffairs/handbook/honest.html
Statement on Americans with Disabilities:

If you have a documented disability or suspect that you have a learning problem and need accommodations, please contact the Disability Services Program in Loso Hall 234. Telephone: 962-3081.

Syllabus Prepared By:  
Dr. Kathleen A. Dahl

Date:  



March 12, 2009.
Course schedule and assignments may be altered during the course of the term as needed.

