Eastern Oregon University

College of Arts and Sciences

Course Syllabus

Number of Course:  HIST 330
Name of Course: U.S. Women’s History
Catalog Description:  Overview of women’s experiences and roles in U.S. history from colonial period to present.  In-depth focus will be on culture, politics, and work from mid-nineteenth century to late twentieth century.
Credit Hours:  5
Instructor: Name, office location, phone number, email, office hours: Rebecca Hartman; Ack 202B; 2-3708; rhartman@eou.edu; MW 1-2; TTh 11-12 and by appointment
Time and place of the course: Varies
Required Texts or Suggested Materials: 
 Cott, Nancy F.  No Small Courage: A History of Women in the United States.

Rosen, Ruth. The World Split Open: How the Modern Women’s Movement changed America

Crow Dog, Mary.  Lakota Woman

Prerequisites: WR 121 or equivalent recommended
Learning Outcomes: 

Upon completion of the course, students should have an overview of women’s experiences in U.S. history from the colonial period to the present.  Students will have a beginning competency in using gender as a category of analysis and apply that analysis to a historical understanding of the experiences of women in US history.  They will also gain a critical awareness of the ways in which race, class and sexual orientation have created differences among women’s historical experiences. Students will be familiar with the historical struggles of women to gain political equality, their role in broader social reform movements, and the ways in which women have contributed to American culture.   Students will also be able to describe the major historiographical trends in women’s history, and formulate basic arguments concerning the debate between equality and equity. 
Course Requirements: 

Students must complete weekly readings in a timely manner.  This course is reading-
intensive and it is imperative that all readings be completed.  There will be eight brief 
(2-3 pp.) weekly papers due summarizing and evaluating the readings.  One research 
project will be required that involves research using major internet collections of 
women’s history documents as well as the use of one additional monograph to be 
chosen by the professor and student.  Because class participation accounts for 25% of 
the course grade, any absences beyond two (2) will lower the class participation grade 
by one full letter grade.  Exceptions will be made only for documented illnesses or 
family emergencies.
Grading Policies: 

Weekly papers will count for 25% of the course grade.  No late papers will be accepted.

Research project will count for 50% of the course grade.  There will be two drafts of this project.  The first draft will count for 20% of the project grade and the final draft will count for 30% of the project grade. Half of the 30% will be based on the effective revision of the first draft, including demonstration of revision as specifically responding to peer review comments and professor’s feedback on first draft. Resubmission of any final draft receiving a C- or below will be an option to be discussed with the professor.
Class participation and peer review of research projects will count for 25% of the course grade. Class participation grade will be lowered by one letter grade for three absences, and by ½ letter grade for each subsequent absence.
 Means of Assessment:

Discussion of reading assignments and weekly papers will serve to demonstrate students’ acquisition of an overview of women’s experiences in U.S. history as well as their understanding of major historiographical trends in the field, and the debates between equality and equity.  Readings on gender theory, and application of those theories to in-class work with primary documents will serve to assess students’ emerging understanding and ability to work with gender as a category of analysis.  The research projects will demonstrate students’ familiarity with the differences within  women’s experiences, as well as their participation in reform movements, political struggles, and contributions to American culture because the projects will focus on student research within these areas.
Brief Outline of Course: 

Course will combine lecture, classroom discussion and workshops with primary historical sources.  The first two weeks will involve readings designed to familiarize students with the basic theoretical groundings in women’s history and gender theory.  Readings throughout the term will be essentially chronological, with the first two weeks devoted to colonial through early national period.  The remainder of the schedule will focus on the mid-nineteenth century through the late twentieth century.  Work on research papers will begin the third week of class, with first drafts due the 6th week, and final drafts due the ninth week of classes. 
General Education Category and Outcomes: N/A
University Writing Requirement Outcomes: See attached. Students must complete the course with a C- or better to fulfill UWR.
Statement on Academic Misconduct:

Eastern Oregon University places a high value upon the integrity of its student scholars. Any student found guilty of an act of academic misconduct (including, but not limited to, cheating, plagiarism, or theft of an examination or supplies) may be subject to having his or her grade reduced in the course in question, being placed on probation or 

suspended from the University, or being expelled from the University—or a combination of these.   Please see Student Handbook at: http://www.eou.edu/saffairs/handbook/honest.html
Statement on Americans with Disabilities:

If you have a documented disability or suspect that you have a learning problem and need accommodations, please contact the Disability Services Program in Loso Hall 234. Telephone: 962-3081.

Syllabus Prepared By:  Rebecca Hartman
Date:  
January 25, 2006









UNIVERSITY WRITING REQUIREMENT

Eastern Oregon University is strongly committed to the view that writing aids in learning and that writing skills are key to professional success. The University Writing Requirement (UWR) requires that students receive attention to writing throughout their studies and that students demonstrate their mastery of discipline-specific writing. To this end, all students entering in Fall 2004 must complete the following: 

· First-year writing courses required by placement,

· One lower-division UWR writing-intensive course identified by each major, and

· Two upper-division UWR writing-intensive courses as identified by each major.

The means for satisfying this requirement are described in each major. 

Outcomes for lower-division UWR writing-intensive courses: 

· Students will produce at least 3,000 words (including drafts, in-class writing, informal papers, and polished papers); 1,000 words of this total should be in polished papers which students have revised after receiving feedback and criticism. 

· Students will be introduced to the discourse forms appropriate to the discipline the course represents. 

· Students will write at least one paper integrating information from at least one source, employing the appropriate documentation style for the discipline represented by the course. 

· Students will draft, revise, and edit their formal written work. 

· Students will seek assistance from a Writing Tutor in the Writing Lab when needed and when referred by the instructor.

Outcomes for upper-division UWR writing-intensive courses: 

· Students will produce at least 5,000 words (including drafts, in-class writing, informal papers, and polished papers); 2,000 words of this total should be in polished papers which students have revised after receiving feedback and criticism. 

· Students will practice the forms of writing and reflect upon the nature of the writing used by graduates and professionals in the discipline the course represents. 

· Students will write at least one paper integrating information from more than one source, employing the appropriate documentation style for the discipline represented by the course. 

· Students will draft, revise, and edit their formal written work. 

· Students will seek assistance from a Writing Tutor in the Writing Lab when needed and when referred by the instructor.

This class has been designated as writing-intensive. Students must complete all UWR writing-intensive courses with a C- or better, and UWR writing-intensive courses must allocate at least 30% of the overall grade to formal writing assignments, with at least 25% of the overall grade based on evaluation of individually written papers that have been revised after feedback. 

UWR writing-intensive courses will address punctuation, grammar, and disciplinary documentation style, but they are primarily intended to be discipline courses, which use writing tasks to help students learn the material and learn how to write effectively in the discipline. 

B. First-year students admitted prior to Fall 2004 and transfer students with demonstrated need, as determined by their program advisors, may substitute the Writing Proficiency Examination (WPE) for the UWR. [Include WPE information from 2000-2002 catalogue.] 
 

