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COURSE DESCRIPTION:  This course seeks to introduce students to the 

historical and cultural text of Latin America as it is represented through film.  

The films selected for this course reflect a wide range of thematic and 

cinematographic approaches.  The multicultural fabric of the region, as represented 

by the ethnic and linguistic differences of the films, guarantees the viewer a sensory journey through Latin America.

Advertencia/Warning:  Many of the films deal with themes that may 

challenge you as viewer.  Please keep in mind that the films were selected 

because of their cinematographic and historical value. The aim of this course 

is to show films that will raise consciousness and not just entertain.
COURSE OBJECTIVES AND OUTCOMES:  

--Students will gain an appreciation of Latin American cinema and the 

complexity of its themes.   By way of readings and class discussion 

through Blackboard, students will become better prepared to engage 

intellectually as readers of visual texts.

--Students will gain insight into the political and social reality of Latin 

America and its ever-changing place in the world.  By understanding 

the historical context of Latin America film, students will be able to 

better appreciate cultural differences that make up the fabric of 

Latin America.

--Students will gain an appreciation for film that carries a different

function and aesthetic then the one presented by US mainstream 

films.  Please keep in mind that the films in this course do not seek

to simply entertain but are deeply committed to using film as text 

that often offers multiple readings or requires a more sophisticated 

understanding of its inherent aesthetic value.   Therefore, it is

expected that students can discuss the films in a mature fashion 

regardless of whether or not they liked them.

--Students will improve their receptive language skills by viewing films from 


different countries within Latin America.  They will improve their 

productive skills, including vocabulary related to film,  through the 

extended weekly discussion of the films. 

--Students will gain weekly practice with writing in Spanish and will thus 

have an opportunity to improve upon this area of production. 
COURSE FORMAT:  Course will be divided thematically.  Students will view the 

selected films and will participate in a guided class discussions.  

REQUIREMENTS:  

--Weekly readings and film viewings.  Please note that attendance in this course is 
critical.  If you must be absent on a Monday, please make arrangements to view the film before the Wednesday discussion.  If you must be absent on a Wednesday, please contact me for make-up work.  More than two absences will lower your grade by one letter grade.

--Active participation through Blackboard discussion (optional)
--A one to two page reflection paper per topic, written in Spanish, that 

offers a serious analysis of both the film and the readings.  Be sure to 

always include the name of the film, the director, and the year the film 

premiered at the top of your paper.   Specific prompts will be provided weekly.
All papers are to be typed, spell-checked, and proof-read for errors.  Carelessness

in presentation or lack of attention to detail will be noted.
--Oral Presentation--working in groups of two, each student will take responsibility for sharing outside materials that will help deepen the class   discussion.  This can be done by researching the film or the weekly topic through printed materials or through other visual texts be they documentary or fictional.
-- A 5 page research paper (plus bibliography) that expands upon 

one of the weekly film topics will be due on Friday, December 1.  Students are required to explore a film not seen in class although a comparative study between an outside and in-class film will be permitted.  The paper, written in Spanish, should follow the MLA guidelines and should include a minimum of five academic sources (books, journal articles, etc.)  Books can be accessed through SUMMIT, which connects all academic libraries in Oregon and Washington.  Journal articles can be accessed through the databases found on the Pierce Library website.  Academic Search Premier and the MLA International Bibliography will be the most useful.  Internet articles that are not found through these databases should be kept to a minimum.  

--Presentation of your research to the class on Wednesday, Nov. 29 or Monday, Dec. 4th. 
All papers must by typed, double spaced, and spell-checked.  Tutorial 

assistance will be available through the On-line Writing Lab (OWL).

METHOD OF ASSESSMENT:

Attendance and active participation (20%)

Weekly reflection papers and discussion (40%)

Research paper and final presentation (30%)

Oral Presentation (10%)

TEXTS:


All materials can be found on electronic reserve, via electronic databases

(EBSCO Host, MLA International Bibliography, etc.), or through internet search
 engines such as Google.

RECOMMENDED TEXTS:

David Bordwell and Kristin Thompson.  Film Art:  An Introduction.  Seventh 




(or any) Edition.  New York:  McGraw-Hill, 2004.  

FILM SOURCES (for final project):


Many of the films can be found through your local video stores or 

libraries.  You can also consult Summit and World Cat (electronic 

resources listed on the EOU Library’s Homepage).  Be aware that 

not all libraries will loan films.  Materials from World Cat can take up 

to two weeks to arrive.  To facilitate acquisition of films especially if 

you live in a remote area you may want to consider a subscription to 

Netflix (www.netflix.com), Blockbusters (www.blockbuster.com) or Facets 
(www.facets.org).  Netflix and Blockbusters offers a free two week trial 
period.  

ACADEMIC CODE OF CONDUCT:  All members of the Eastern Oregon University


academic community are responsible for compliance with



 its Academic Honesty Code.  Plagiarism of any form will not be tolerated.  Please be certain to cite sources clearly when quoting or paraphrasing.  Violations of the Academic Honesty Code may result in both academic and behavioral penalties.  Please refer to the EOU website:



http://www.eou.edu./academic/handbook/SECTIONS/2HONEST.HTM.
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