**This syllabus is provided as a general guideline to this course. Modification of this syllabus may occur during the quarter. Specific assignments and dates will be posted on BlackBoard, as well as any changes to this standard syllabus**

Eastern Oregon University
School of Arts and Sciences
Course Syllabus
Number of Course: 
Psychology 442
Name of Course: 
Neuropsychology

Credit Hours: 
5

Website:
http://webclass.eou.edu; your username and password will be assigned when you begin this course

BlackBoard is the medium through which this course is offered. It can be accessed wherever you have Internet access. Updated information about the course, the course discussion board, additional information regarding the text chapters, the assigned questions to be answered, the exams, access to your grades, and more will all be offered through the BlackBoard environment. Please be sure to familiarize yourself with BlackBoard.

Instructor: 
Dr. DeAnna L. Timmermann

147 Badgley Hall

One University Avenue

La Grande, OR 97850

dtimmerm@eou.edu (e-mail)

541-962-3679 (office)

541-962-3898 (fax)

Prerequisites: PSY 201 & PSY 202 (General Psychology); PSY 342 (Principles of Neuroscience)
Texts: 
Fundamentals of Human Neuropsychology, 5th Edition, by Bryan Kolb and Ian Whishaw (2003.)  Worth Publishers: New York. ISBN: 0-7167-5300-6


Fractured Minds: A Case-Study Approach to Clinical Neuropsychology, 2nd Edition, by Jenni A. Ogden (2005)  Oxford University Press: New York.  ISBN: 0-19-517136-5

Brief Outline of Course: 

This course is designed to introduce the student to the field of clinical neuropsychology.  The course will review the anatomy and basic function of the brain, particularly that of the cerebral cortex.  Major neuropsychological dysfunctions related to brain damage, as well as what neurological disorders can reveal about normal brain functioning, will be presented.  Students will also gain an understanding of the typical assessment tools and procedures for diagnosing neuropsychological disorders.

Course Objectives: 

The purpose of this course is to introduce students to the current understandings and fundamental principles of neuropsychology. An emphasis is placed on developing an understanding of the relationship between these principles and how they apply to individual case studies. Students will be expected to develop a functional understanding of the brain, particularly the cortex, and its relation to human behavior, as well as a familiarity with the assessment procedures in neuropsychology.  

Learning Outcomes for Neuropsychology Course: 

Upon completion of this course, students will be able to:

1. Define neuropsychology and describe how researchers in the area of neuropsychology collect their data.

2. Describe the types of assessment tools utilized in the field of clinical neuropsychology.

3. Demonstrate an understanding of various types of neuropsychological disorders and their clinical presentations.

4. Discuss neuroanatomical correlates of cognitive and behavioral dysfunction.

Means of Assessment:

Your progress and final grade in this course will be assessed by the points you accumulate from the following sources: exams, case study reviews, the paper, and optional extra-credit opportunities. 

Examinations: 

Learning outcomes 1 – 4 will mainly be assessed through exams.  There will be three unit exams, and a “take home” final. Exams will be worth 40 points. The unit exam format will consist of multiple choice, matching, and short-answer questions and will be offered online through BlackBoard. The unit exams will cover materials presented in both text readings.  The “take home” final will consist of four case studies, for which you will provide a diagnosis and a justification of that particular diagnosis.

Case Study Reviews: 

Learning outcomes 2 and 3 will also be addressed by writing ten case study reviews over chapters presented in Ogden’s text. You will be expected to write approximately a full 1-to 2-page answer for each case study. The format of these papers is provided in the Case Study Review folder under the Assignments tab on Blackboard.  These reviews should synthesize information provided in the text. The reviews will be worth 10 points each. The papers will be graded on spelling and grammar as well as content. In answering these questions, your assignment should be written in your own words. If you must take phrases or sentences directly out of the text or from any other source, you need to use quotations marks around those particular phrases or sentences and cite the source and the page number. In order to prevent plagiarism, you need to place the author’s ideas into your own words. Plagiarism is a serious offense in college — DON’T DO IT! Academic dishonesty can result in failing the course, suspension, or even expulsion from the university (see below -- Statement on Academic Misconduct). 

Research Paper:

Learning outcomes 1 – 4 will also be assessed through a research paper focusing on a particular neuropsychological area, dysfunction, or syndrome (for example, laterality, dyslexia, blind sight, brain trauma, multiple sclerosis, etc.)  The paper should be approximately 10 – 15 pages in length, not including title, abstract, or reference pages.  The paper must include at least six (6) empirical research references (empirical means an actual study - subjects, method, results, etc., not a review or theoretical paper), each (that means all six) of which is critically examined in the body of the paper and appropriately cited. These are to be primary citations, that is, you must directly read the article, not reference it "as cited in" another article. At least four of the references must be dated within the last five years.  Your texts may be used as supplemental references, but will not count towards the necessary six references from the primary scientific literature.  The paper is meant to be an exercise in critical thinking, not simply an overview of the topic, with attention paid to each study’s design, methods, conclusions, and generalizability.  Integration of the research covered in the paper is expected, with some general conclusion reached regarding the status of the area examined. The paper should be written in APA style, in a standard 12-pt font and with 1" margins.  The paper will be graded on spelling and grammar as well as content.  As always, your paper must be written in your own words; see comments on plagiarism above.

The paper is worth 65 points divided in the following manner:  5 points for the topic and outline, due at the end of the second week of classes; 10 points for the annotated bibliography due at the end of the first four weeks of the course; 35 points for the rough draft, due by the end of the seventh week of the course; 15 points for the final draft, due by the start of the tenth week in the course.)   Actual due dates for this quarter are listed on the course calendar found under the Course Documents tab on Blackboard.

Extra-credit: 

You may earn a maximum total of 10 points of extra credit. There are two ways to earn extra credit points:

1) Course participation on the Discussion Board on BlackBoard.  Extra-credit point distribution for Discussion Board participation is posted on BlackBoard under the Course Documents tab. The Discussion Board is a great way to enhance your understanding of the course materials and earn additional points towards your final grade as well.  

2) You can choose to answer one or more of the extra-credit questions posted under the Extra Credit tab on BlackBoard. Each question is worth up to two points of extra-credit.  

Due Dates: 

I feel strongly that due dates are necessary in both distance and on-site courses. While 10 weeks seems like more than ample time to complete the readings, reviews, the paper, and exams, the end of the quarter can sneak up on us all quite quickly. As such, I have provided due dates for the reviews, the paper, and the exams. If advance arrangements are made with me, I will accept late reviews and papers; however, one point per day late may be deducted from the graded paper, depending on the circumstances.  The papers and assignments will be considered late if I receive them after the due date posted on Blackboard under Course Outline and Due Dates for the given term. 

The exams will be available throughout the course until the last week of the quarter. All reviews, papers, and extra-credit responses must be submitted by the last week of classes as well. The last day reviews/papers/extra-credit/exams will be accepted is available on the Course Outline and Due Dates document, which is posted under the Course Documents tab on BlackBoard.

Grading Policies:

Course grades will be based upon the percentage of total points earned throughout the quarter on the exams, required assignments, papers, course participation, and optional extra credit. There will be 160 points available from exams, 100 points available from case study reviews, and 65 points available from paper, for a total of 325 points over the course. Extra-credit points are added in addition to the total points available for the course. Grades will be assigned based on the following scale:

A 
302 - 325 pts (93% or greater of available points)

A- 
293 - 301 (90 to 92.5%)

B+ 
283 - 292 (87 to 89.5%)

B 
270 - 282 (83 to 86.5%)

B- 
260 - 269 (80 to 82.5%)

C+ 
250 - 259 (77 to 79.5%)

C 
237 - 249 (73 to 76.5%)

C- 
228 - 236 (70 to 72.5%)

D+ 
218 - 227 (67 to 69.5%)

D 
205 – 217 (63 to 66.5%)

D- 
195 – 204 (60 to 62.5%)

F 
0 - 158 (below 60% of total points)

Statement on Academic Misconduct:

Eastern Oregon University places a high value upon the integrity of its student scholars. Any student found guilty of an act of academic misconduct (including, but not limited to, cheating, plagiarism, or theft of an examination or supplies) may be subject to having his or her grade reduced in the course in question, being placed on probation or suspended from the university, or being expelled from the university – or a combination of these (please see the 2004-2005 on-line Student Handbook: Campus Citizenship ~ Academic and Behavior, at the following web address: http://www.eou.edu/saffairs/handbook/sect2.html)

Statement on Americans with Disabilities:

If you have a documented disability or suspect that you have a learning problem and need accommodations, please contact the Disability Services Program in Loso Hall 234. Telephone: (541) 962-3081.

Course Extensions and Withdrawals:

This course is to be completed in one term. In emergency circumstances, extensions to the course can be granted. If you wish to apply for an emergency extension, you must fill out the Emergency Request form (which can be downloaded by going to “Student Resources” on the EOU DDE homepage, going down to “Forms”, and finally clicking on “Misc. Forms”; the direct link is http://www2.eou.edu/dde/webadv/forms/misc/ER.htm). As stated on the ER Extension form, if your application for the course extension is approved, you will not be able to register and/or take additional distance education classes at EOU until all of your coursework is completed and your final grades for any extended courses have been submitted to the Registrar’s Office. Additionally, if you are receiving financial aid and your request for additional time is approved, DDE will send a copy of the approval notice to the EOU Financial Aid Office to be placed in your file. You need to be aware that you must still meet the satisfactory academic progress standards. The approval of this extension may mean that you will not meet those standards. 

After the midpoint of the term in which you have registered, you cannot drop the course without receiving a grade. If you chose to file a withdrawal from the course by the date listed in the DDE course catalog as the deadline for withdrawing, you will be assigned a “W” if you are currently passing the course when the withdrawal is filed or an “F” if you have not earned a passing grade on submitted coursework. 

Standard Course Outline:

Weeks One – Three:
Setting the Stage for Understanding Neuropsychology

Readings:
Kolb & Whishaw
Chapter 1: pgs 7 – 17; pgs 37 – 44







Chapter 7

Chapter 10: pgs 221 – 229; 235 – 237; 240 – 248 (this last section is difficult reading; the important concept to understand is the complexity of information moving through the system)  

Chapter 25

Chapter 28: pgs 751 – 758




Ogden


Chapters 1, 2, and 12


Assignments:
Topic and Outline of paper, due end of second week

First Case Study Review (Ogden’s Chapter 12) due at end of third week


Exams: 
Exam 1 should be taken by the end of the third or fourth week.

Weeks Four – Six:
Cortical Functioning

Readings: 
Kolb & Whishaw
Chapter 13







Chapter 14







Chapter 15







Chapter 16







Chapter 20




Ogden


Chapters 6, 7, 8, & 9


Assignments:
Annotated Bibliography, due at end of third week




Case Study Reviews 2 – 5 due at end of sixth week


Exams: 
Exam 2 should be taken by the end of the six or seventh week.

Weeks Seven – Nine:

Specific Dysfunctions and Disorders

Readings: 
Kolb & Whishaw
Chapter 18







Chapter 19







Chapter 26 







Chapter 12




Ogden


Chapters 3, 4, 5, 11, 18, & 19


Assignments: 
Rough draft of paper due by the end of the seventh week.




Case Study Reviews 6 – 10 due at end of ninth week.


Exams:
Exam 3 should be taken by the end of the ninth week.  



After Exam 3 is taken, the “take home” final will be available.

Week Ten:
Wrapping Up
Assigned Work:  All assigned work (reviews, papers, unit exams) should be submitted by Wednesday of Finals Week, including any extra-credit.


Exams: 
“Take Home” final should be submitted by the Friday of Finals Week

**Actual course due dates for this quarter are available in the

“Course Dates and Outline” file under the Course Materials tab on BlackBoard**
Syllabus Prepared By: 
Dr. DeAnna L. Timmermann

Date: 



March, 2005

