Eastern Oregon University

College of Arts and Sciences

Course Syllabus

Number of Course:  PHIL 323
Name of Course: Philosophy of Sacred Art

Catalog Description:  The Perennial Philosophy asserts that God is the hidden ground or essence of all persons and things. Modern exponents of the Perennial Philosophy have proposed a set of principles which distinguish sacred from secular art.  This course will review, critique and test those principles.
Credit Hours:  5

Instructors: The course will be taught jointly by David Komito, Hunt B316, david.komito@eou.edu and Kayla Komito, office off-campus, kayla.komito@eou.edu
Time and place of the course: This course will be taught entirely online in the Blackboard course management system.

Required Texts: Readings will be online lectures prepared by the instructors, online articles and virtual art galleries and two print textbooks: Aldous Huxley, The Perennial Philosophy, Harper Perennial Modern Classics, 2004, ISBN 006057058X  and Titus Burckhardt, Sacred Art of the East and West: Its Principles and Methods, Fons Vitae, 2002, ISBN 1887752412.
Learning Outcomes: One of the two goals of the Philosophy program is that “every intellectually well-rounded man or woman should have some familiarity with the questions, problems and theories that have preoccupied the great philosophical minds in our Western culture.”  The term "Perennial Philosophy" was coined by Leibniz, popularized by Aldous Huxley (under the influence of Hindu Philosophy) but most fully developed as a system by a number of continental philosophers such as Burckhardt, Schuon and Guenon – (under the influence of Islamic Philosophy). These men applied certain principles derived from the Perennial Philosophy to the arts.  This course will articulate those principles.  Upon successful completion of this course students should be able to formulate these principles as applied to the arts in several major religious traditions and analyze contemporary artistic productions through the use of those principles.
Course Requirements: Students will submit drafts of a major research project to the Blackboard site for comments and critique by students and instructors, culminating in a final research paper.  The general topic is indicated below under “Means of Assessment.”

Grading Policies: Students will submit two drafts and a final version of a research paper, as indicated below.  Drafts will be subject to critique by students and instructors.  The final paper will be graded by the instructors.  The goal of the process is that all papers will be shaped through this critical interaction with peers and instructors to the point where they demonstrate an ability to apply the aesthetic criteria of the Perennial Philosophy to their subject artist or school of art.  Such papers will receive a grade of “A”. Students who demonstrate some limitations in applying these principles will receive a grade of “B.” Students who demonstrate no ability to apply these principles but who otherwise fulfill the research assignment will receive a grade of “C”.  Students who do not submit a final paper will receive a grade of “F.”  All drafts of research papers must be submitted by deadline or the student’s final grade will be lowered by a partial grade for each missed deadline.  No final paper may be submitted late. Students who do not submit a final paper by the course deadline and who do not have an acceptable reason for this (such as significant illness or family emergency) will fail the course.

Means of Assessment: Students will develop a research paper in which they select a single contemporary artist or distinct school of art which claims to be producing religious art, or spiritual art or sacred art and apply the aesthetic criteria of the Perennial Philosophy to that artist or school of art to determine if the art is “sacred” as defined by those criteria. 

Brief Outline of Course: 

Week 1

· Readings: Selections from Huxley, The Perennial Philosophy and Burckhardt, Introduction.

· Online lectures: 1) Sacred art and secular art - the controversy over the digital Virgin of Guadalupe. 2) Rules of form vs. individual, creative impulse.

Week 2

· Readings: Burckhardt, Chapter II, "The Foundations of Christian Art" and Chapter III, "I am the Door."

· Online lecture: traditional and contemporary Christian iconic art.

Week 3

· Readings: Burckhardt, Chapter V, "The Image of the Buddha."

· Online lecture: traditional and contemporary Buddhist iconography.

Week 4

· Reading (online): Thurman, “Tibetan Inner Modern Art” from Worlds of Transformation: Tibetan Art of Wisdom and Compassion
· Online lectures: The case of Hildegard of Bingen -- individual religious experience expressed in art vs. fixed forms of iconography. 

Week 5

· Readings: Burckhardt, Chapter I, "The Genesis of the Hindu Temple" and Chapter IV, "The Foundations of Islamic Art."

· Online lecture: Spiritual or psychological? -- the case of visionary art in the San Francisco Bay Area, 1960 to 2000.

· By the end of the week students will post their research problem/topic online.

Week 6

· Students and instructors will post comments online for each of the research topics/problems.

Week 7

· Students will develop first draft of research papers and post online for student and instructor comments.

Week 8

· Research week

Week 9

· Second draft of research papers will be posted online for student and instructor comments.

Week 10

· Submission of research papers in final form -- this is the version which will be assessed for the course grade.

General Education Category and Outcomes: Category One - Study of Aesthetics and Humanities, “A liberally educated person should be familiar with the methodology, practice, and controversies regarding interpretation of texts (in the most general sense)” -- in this case, art works. Upon completion of this course work in this category, students should be able to identify and distinguish between genres (particularly sacred and secular, as defined in the Perennial Philosophy), make sound aesthetic judgments in accordance with this philosophy, read critically, and express themselves effectively. 

University Writing Requirement Outcomes: N/A

Statement on Academic Misconduct:

Eastern Oregon University places a high value upon the integrity of its student scholars. Any student found guilty of an act of academic misconduct (including, but not limited to, cheating, plagiarism, or theft of an examination or supplies) may be subject to having his or her grade reduced in the course in question, being placed on probation or 

suspended from the University, or being expelled from the University—or a combination of these.   Please see Student Handbook at: http://www.eou.edu/saffairs/handbook/honest.html
Statement on Americans with Disabilities:

If you have a documented disability or suspect that you have a learning problem and need accommodations, please contact the Disability Services Program in Loso Hall 234. Telephone: 962-3081.

Syllabus Prepared By:  David Komito and Kayla Komito

Date:  September 19, 2006
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