Eastern Oregon University

Division of Distance Education

Course Syllabus

Course Prefix and Number:  MUS 107

Course Name:  What to Listen for in Music

Instructor:  John McKinnon

jmckinno@eou.edu

Course Description:

This course will introduce students to basic concepts about music listening and appreciation through exposure to popular and world music styles.  Emphasis will be placed on developing ways to understand and communicate about musical experience.

Credits:  2 (Two)

Text:    The World of Music, 6th edition, by David Willoughby, published by McGraw-Hill, ISBN# 13-978-0-07-312700-2

Course Content:

You are responsible for the following readings:

Chapter 1—Introducing the World of Music

Chapter 2 & 3—Vocabulary for Listening

Chapter 4 —Traditional American Folk, Blues and Religious Music

Chapter 5 -  American Popular Music

Chapter 6—Jazz in America

Chapter 7—Music of the Americas

Chapter 8- Music Beyond the Americas (India, Africa and Japan)

Learning Outcomes:


Students will develop a language and a terminology to describe thoughts and ideas about music in culture.  


Students will be exposed to the music of other cultures, and have opportunities for comparative study through written listening reports and assignments.


Students will gain new perspectives on “popular music culture” through readings and recordings.   Students will develop new strategies for dealing with music outside of their immediate world.


Students will demonstrate an ability to research a topic related to music and write a long essay on that topic.  The essay will allow the student to express personal views supported by persuasive and tactical writing styles.

Means of Assessment:

Your grade will be based on four worksheet/assignments (included), three listening reports (use the CDs with the book or chose your own selections:  just don’t do all three on the same style, like C & W), and a final paper.

Worksheet/Assignments           20%

Complete the five worksheet-handouts.  Please use your book. 

Listening Reports                           20%

Complete three listening reports from music on the CDs  (Chapters 1-8) or your own sources, using the forms provided.  Use as many of the terms and ideas from Chapter One and Two as you can.  “Noticeable Structure” refers to the form of the song or selection, which in the case of pop music should be easy to discern: verse-chorus is a good example. Your book contains great “listening Guides”.  Use them as a model.  Give me your opinions about the music you hear.

Final Paper                                       60%

The final paper should be 5-7 pages in length, double-spaced, the last page being a bibliography.  General Topic areas for the paper include:  folk music, world music, jazz or popular music as evidenced by your reading.  However, the topic of the paper itself must be fairly narrow in scope, such as study of the importance of a particular artist, or a musical style, or an aspect of some music-culture other than our own.  I do not want a survey paper.  I want an exploratory essay on something of interest to you within the musical world.  Your paper should consist of your own ideas, presented clearly and succinctly.  Throughout the paper you should support your ideas with the help of outside sources (scholars, writers, personal interviews, texts, etc.), which you acknowledge. No biographies, please.  Concentrate on writing about the music.  This paper will be graded on content and style.  Make sure to proofread, and using an outline can be very helpful..  DO NOT USE ANY SOURCE WITHOUT ACKNOWLEDGING IT IN YOUR PAPER.  IF YOU DO, A GRADE OF “F” WILL BE GIVEN.

Please email me your paper topic as the first step in writing your paper.  I will try to respond quickly with ideas or suggestions. (jmckinno@eou.edu)

It is helpful if students send all assignments and final paper together at one time.

General Education Statement:

a. This course meets the mission of General Education at Eastern Oregon University by challenging students to become critical, creative thinkers and engaged, knowledgeable citizens, open to new ways of looking at the world.  

b. This course meets the general education requirement component II, “General Knowledge: Disciplinary Breadth, Category Five- Study of Language, Logic and Culture.”

c. Students will demonstrate an understanding of cultures other than their own, by analyzing the role of black entertainers/musicians in defining an American style of popular music, and studying the music of India, Japan, and Africa.  Such topics as civil rights, commercialization and entertainment will be studied within the ever-changing context of popular culture.  Students will have to confront the cultural/business divide that permeates the music industry. In their Listening Reports, students will be able to write about their interpretations of specific singing styles, instrumental combinations, language inflections, and culture-specific nuances in the blending and layering of musical languages.

d. Students will be able to identify and distinguish between different American music genres such as Rhythm and Blues, Blues Country, Soul, Rock and Folk music, and other styles of music from around the world.

e. Students will be able to delineate and analyze aesthetic features of cultural differences, and be able to write effectively about these aspects in essay form.  

