Perspectives on Gender*S/HB

GEND 301 (101)

Winter Quarter 2007
CRN: 64118
Credit Hours (5)

Professor: Tonia St. Germain

113 Ackerman Hall

Phone: 962-3003

e-mail: tstgerma@eou.edu

Mailbox: Room 202 Ackerman

(Social Science Office)

Office Hours: Office hours: ACK 113

Mon, Tues, 11- 12noon
Thurs 2-3 and by appt.

General Education: 

GEND 301 meets requirements for both General Education under the category of S/HB.

Course Description:

In this course we will read historical and contemporary feminist works examining feminist approaches to explaining women's experiences, their representations and their relative positions in societies. The course is an overview of the development of American feminist thought looking at theorists central to the development of liberal feminism, cultural feminism, Freudian feminism, socialist feminism, existentialist feminism, and radical feminism. It includes a focus on the theoretical contributions of women of color and the revisions that these works have brought to feminist thought.

Class Format:

The course will utilize a web-based system entitled BLACKBOARD.  Students will access course information and submit assignments through this program. Directions for learning how to use the features of Blackboard will be available on-line. Participation in the course requires access to e-mail, the Internet, and for the most trouble-free communication of assignments, access to Microsoft Word (either PC or Mac). 

Outcomes:

With the successful completion of GEND 301, students will:

· Increase awareness of the multiplicity of feminist theories.

· Further the ability to examine critically theoretical assumptions.

· Develop the ability to synthesize and assess theoretical arguments.

· Stimulate the use of written communication as an effective means of expression.

· Encourage the envisioning of social changes, which might bring about gender equality.

UWR:  This course is under consideration for UWR designation and if received will be retroactive from winter term 2007.

Outcomes for upper-division UWR writing-intensive courses: 

· Students will produce at least 5,000 words (including drafts, in-class writing, informal papers, and polished papers); 2,000 words of this total should be in polished papers which students have revised after receiving feedback and criticism. 

· Students will practice the forms of writing and reflect upon the nature of the writing used by graduates and professionals in the discipline the course represents. 

· Students will write at least one paper integrating information from more than one source, employing the appropriate documentation style for the discipline represented by the course. 

· Students will draft, revise, and edit their formal written work. 

· Students will seek assistance from a Writing Tutor in the Writing Lab when needed and when referred by the instructor.

Students must complete all UWR writing-intensive courses with a C- or better, and UWR writing-intensive courses must allocate at least 30% of the overall grade to formal writing assignments, with at least 25% of the overall grade based on evaluation of individually written papers that have been revised after feedback. 

UWR writing-intensive courses will address punctuation, grammar, and disciplinary documentation style, but they are primarily intended to be discipline courses which use writing tasks to help students learn the material and learn how to write effectively in the discipline. 

Required Texts and Readings 

1. Lorber, Judith. 2005. Gender Inequality: Feminist Theories and Politics, 3rd Edition. Los Angeles, CA: Roxbury Publishing Co.
2. Rogers, Mary and Garrett, C.D. 2002. Who's Afraid of Women's Studies? Feminisms in Everyday Life. Walnut Creek CA: Alta Mira Press   

3. Collins, Patricia Hill. 2000. Black Feminist Thought: Knowledge, Consciousness, and the Politics of Empowerment, 2nd Edition. New York, NY: Routlage 

4. Wier, Sara and Faulkner, Florence. 2004. Voices of a New Generation: A Feminist Anthology, 1st Edition. Boston, MA:  Allyn & Bacon  

General Rules, Guidelines, and Special Needs: 

Course Calendar:  I reserve the right to make adjustments in the course schedule. In no case will you be expected to complete assignments or readings earlier than described 

Student Work: Keep copies of all work until you receive official notice of your course grade. No work from another course may be used for credit in this course without prior permission from the instructor. 

Written assignments: Written work must be double-spaced and submitted in a word-processed format using a 12-point font and 1" margins. Use APA documentation style for referencing your work.
Statement on Academic Misconduct: Eastern Oregon University places a high value upon the integrity of its student scholars. Any student found guilty of an act of academic misconduct (including, but not limited to, cheating, plagiarism, or theft of an examination or supplies) may be subject to having his or her grade reduced in the course in question, being placed on probation or suspended from the University, or being expelled from the University—or a combination of these. (Please see the 2004-05 on-line Student Handbook: Campus Citizenship - Academic and Behavior, at the following web address: http://www.eou.edu/saffairs/handbook.html 
Statement on Americans with Disabilities: If you have a documented disability or suspect that you have a learning problem and need accommodations, please contact the Disability Services Program in Loso Hall 234. Telephone: 962-3081.

Plagiarism: Representing someone else's ideas or words as your own, is a serious academic offense. Use APA citation format to cite all ideas or words belonging to others that you include in your own writing. Your work should significantly exceed the quantity of citations and build new ideas upon them. As a general rule, provide quotation marks (and appropriate citation) when you use more than three consecutive words from someone else’s work. For directions on how to make proper citations go to the EOU ‘s Writing Lab page at http://www2.eou.edu/writelab/ click on “Resources for Writers, ”click on “Research and Documentation,” select “Hacker, Research and Documentation,” and finally select “Social Sciences” from the menu.  Read this information over carefully and bookmark it for future use.  For other plagiarism resources, see the plagiarism section of the English/Writing links page at http://www2.eou.edu/engwrite/links.html#plagiarism 

Deadlines: 

Students who show a pattern of disregard for deadlines could be penalized one letter-grade for each day following the due date.

Language: A good guide for avoiding sexist language in your written assignments can be found at this web site from the English Department, University of Pennsylvania: 
http://www.stetson.edu/departments/history/nongenderlang.html
Citations: For directions on how to make proper citations go to the EOU ‘s Writing Lab page at http://www2.eou.edu/writelab/ click on “Resources for Writers, ”click on “Research and Documentation,” select “Hacker, Research and Documentation,” and finally select “Social Sciences” from the menu.  Read this information over carefully and bookmark it for future use.  
Writing Lab:

If an  assignment requires evidence that a writing lab tutor reviewed a draft or the assignment, it must be accompanied by a blue slip or it will not be graded.  Familiarize yourself with the writing lab’s time schedule and plan to have a first draft into the tutor well in advance of the actual due date. THERE ARE NO TUTORS AVAILABLE DURING FINALS WEEK.

Class behavior/Discussions: 
I expect students to interact with each other in a mature and respectful manner. Many of the issues discussed in class may be controversial and challenging. I encourage you to approach discussions with a spirit of openness and tolerance. According to the EOU Catalog, "Minimum elements of appropriate classroom decorum include: punctuality, courtesy, civility, purposefulness, and integrity." If you must arrive late or leave early, try to be as quiet as possible.  Regarding courtesy and civility, while I encourage strong expressions of disagreement, I expect your conversations with me and with one another to be respectful at all times.

Political Correctness: 

You are under NO obligation to agree with the authors or the professor. Rather, your obligation is to demonstrate comprehension and thoughtful consideration. At the end of the course you should be able to articulate and effectively argue your own position. Although we may not agree about our interpretations of the various materials, we can agree that the only "political correctness" appropriate in this course is the commitment to encounter and engage course readings, course goals, and each other with openness, careful listening, honesty, and mutual respect.
E-mail: 
I check my e-mail regularly throughout the week, however, I cannot guarantee that I will check e-mail over the weekend so do not expect immediate responses to messages you send me late Friday nights, Saturdays or Sundays.

I expect students to check e-mail regularly. I will be sending e-mail messages to the whole class to provide information regarding minor changes in the syllabus or share information about current issues for classroom discussion. When you respond to the e-mail messages I send to the whole class make sure you are responding to me and not the entire class. Use e-mail appropriately and judiciously. 
Please DO NOT use e-mail to: 
1. Ask me routine information that may already be on my syllabus. 
2. Ask me what you missed in class when you were absent. 
3. Discuss in-depth a major problem with an assignment or with a team member's work. 4. If you have a major problem, please e-mail me to set up an appointment and briefly describe the problem, but the bulk of our discussion should happen at a one-on-one meeting in my office.
5. Please take advantage of my posted office hours or make an appointment to speak with me about your work.  I want you to succeed in this course, and have set aside those times especially to assist you.
Commitment to Scholarship:

In keeping with the Carnegie rule for academic expectations, students should devote a minimum of three hours per course credit.  You should plan for a minimum of 15 hours per week for this course (including class time).

Means of Assessment and Grading:

Grading: A plus (+) and minus (-) grading system with the following breakdown will be used:

A 94-100, A- 93-90, B+ 89-87, B 86-84, B- 83-80, C+ 79-77, C 76-74, C- 73-70, D+ 69-67, D 66-64, D- 63-0, 59 and below F. 

Assessment will be based on the following:

1. Class Participation (40%) consists of attendance and classroom discussion.   

· Attendance (20%):  You are expected to attend every class meeting, as half of your participation grade will be based on class attendance.  During the quarter, we will be meeting outside of scheduled class time.  Your attendance at these meetings is mandatory, and represents one credit of class time.  Exceptions must be negotiated with the professor before the meeting dates.  
· Discussion (20 %):  You should come to class prepared to explore the authors' arguments and your reaction to their perspectives.  You will be expected to be able to give brief summaries of articles and respond to specific questions on a daily basis and to help facilitate class discussions.  

2. 
Quizzes (5points each 30%): Students will complete six quizzes.  
· The first quiz will be held in class (closed book).  
· The remaining five quizzes will be open book take home essay quizzes (500 words each).
· Instructions will be provided.
3. 
Final Project (30%): Students will write a 2500 word academic essay that integrates at least 5 scholarly sources and that explores one of the feminisms studied in the course. 
· This paper is broken into three sections plus the final draft.  Each section is worth 5% for a total of 20% of the final essay grade.  The final essay is worth 10%. 

· The sections start becoming due beginning in week six and continue on a weekly basis through the end of term.

· Students will have a peer reviewer assigned, are expected to work out side of class with this peer reviewer, and each section of the paper must be accompanied by a peer review check sheet in order to be graded. A tutor from the writing lab may be substituted with the professor’s permission.  Students will have a peer review check sheet to complete and pass in on a regular basis starting in week five.  
· One completed draft must be submitted to the professor by week nine.  
· Instructions will be provided.
.

Course Schedule 

Week One: 
January 8-12
Introduction to Feminist Theory?  

· Monday: Lorber pp. ix-22,and pp. 325-327 and Rogers & Garrett (R & G) pp.ix-xix
· Tuesday: Collins pp. vi- 44 and pp. 291-293 and pp. 298-301
· Wednesday:  Glossary Quiz One and start in class video, A Room of One’s Own
· Thursday: Complete video and have discussion.

Week Two: January 15-19
Gender Reform Feminisms
· Monday: MLK Day (No Class)
· Tuesday: Liberal Feminism, Lorber pp. 23-44 and Marxist Feminism, Lorber pp. 45-62
· Wednesday: Socialist Feminism, Lorber pp. 63- 85
· Thursday: Post-Colonial Feminism, Lorber pp. 86-112
· Friday: Quiz Two by 5:00 p.m. in my box in Social Science office, 2nd floor, ACK.
Week Three: January 22-26
Gender Resistance Feminisms
· Monday: Radical Feminism, Lorber  pp. 113-142
· Tuesday: Lesbian Feminism, Lorber 143-160
· Wednesday: Psychoanalytic Feminism, pp. 161-175
· Thursday: Standpoint Feminism, Lorber pp. 176- 194
· Friday: Quiz Three by 5:00 p.m. in my box in Social Science office, 2nd floor, ACK.

Week Four: January 29-February 2
Gender Rebellion Feminisms
· Monday: Multicultural/Multiracial Feminisms, Lorber pp. 195-217
· Tuesday: Feminist Studies of Men, Lorber, pp. 218-240
· Wednesday: Social Construction Feminism, Lorber pp. 241-263
· Thursday: Postmodern Feminism, Lorber 264-278
· Friday: Quiz Four  by 5:00 p.m. in my box in Social Science office, 2nd floor, ACK.

Week Five: February 5-9
Who’s Afraid of Women’s Studies, Part I?

· Monday: Bodies, R & G, pp. 1-18 
· Tuesday: Anger, Agency, and Desires, R & G, pp. 19-36
· Wednesday: Sexuality, R & G, pp. 37-60 
· Thursday: Feminist Methods, R & G, pp. 61-82
· Friday: Quiz Five by 5:00 p.m. in my box in Social Science office, 2nd floor, ACK.

Week Six: February12-16
Who’s Afraid of Women’s Studies, Part II?

· Monday: Differences, R & G, pp. 83-106. 
· Due: Proposal and Peer Review Check-sheet.
· Tuesday: Backlash, R & G, pp. 107-130
· Wednesday: Afterword, R& G, pp. 131-144
· Thursday: In class video, My Feminism
· Friday: Quiz Six by 5:00 p.m. in my box in Social Science office, 2nd floor, ACK.

Week Seven: February 19-23
The Social Construction of Black Feminist Thought

· Monday: The Politics of Black Feminist Thought, Collins pp. 1- 20. 
· Due: Descriptive Review and Peer Review Check-sheet.
· Tuesday: Distinguishing Features of Black Feminist Thought, Collins, pp. 21-44
Core themes in Black Feminist Thought, Part I
· Wednesday: Work, Family, and Black Women’s Oppression, Collins pp. 45-68
· Thursday: Mammies, Matriarchs, and Other controlling Images, Collins, pp. 69-96
Week Eight: February 26-March 2
Core themes in Black Feminist Thought, Part II
· Monday: The Power of Self-Definition, Collins, pp. 97-122. 
· Due: Analysis and Peer Review Check-sheet.
· Tuesday: The Sexual Politics of Black Womanhood, Collins pp. 123-148 and Black Women’s Love Relationships, Collins, pp. 149-172
· Wednesday: Black Women and Motherhood, Collins, pp. 173-200
· Thursday: Rethinking Balck Women’s Activism, Collins pp. 201-226
Week Nine: March 5-9
Voices of a New Generation

· Monday: Third Wave Feminism, Lorber, pp. 279-302. 
· Due: Draft One and Peer Review Check- sheet.
· Tuesday: The Uses and Limitations of Feminist Theory and Feminism, W & F, pp. 1-42
· Wednesday: Defining Ourselves, Being Defined By Others, W & F, pp. 43-92
· Thursday: Contradictions: Theory and activism, W & F, pp. 93-151
Week Ten: March 12-16
Toward Transformation  

· Monday: Do We Need a New Feminism?, Lorber pp. 303-324
Black Feminism, Knowledge, and Power

· Tuesday: U.S. Black Feminism in Transnational Context, Collins, pp. 227-250
· Wednesday: Black Feminist Epistemology, Collins pp. 251-272
· Thursday: Towards a Politics of Empowerment, Collins, pp. 273-290
Finals Week

March 19-23
Final Essay to be submitted Wednesday, March 21st, by 12:00 noon..
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