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Eastern Oregon University

School of Arts and Sciences

Course Syllabus

Course Number
Art 305
Course Name
Contemporary Issues in Photography

M/W 5:00 pm – 6:50 pm 206 Loso Hall 

Instructor
Kerry Loewen

228 Loso Hall


541-962-3437


kloewen@eou.edu

Office Hours
M/W 1:00 – 2:00 pm & T/R 10:00 – 11:00 or by appointment

Catalog Description
An examination of the processes and cultural influence Photography has had on society and creative expression.

Prerequisite
none
Credit Hours
4

Course Fees
$50 

Required Texts 
Barrett, Terry. (2006). Criticizing Photographs: An Introduction to Understanding Images, 4th ed. McGraw-Hill. ISBN: 0-07-297743-4

Brief Outline of Course


Photographic images are one of the greatest cultural influences in the world today, because they have a wider range of application and creative expression than any other form of visual communication. Photographic images are produced for many different purposes and audiences including commercial, promotional, journalistic and fine arts. This course combines a survey of Photography with an emphasis on the relationship between lens-based imagery and other visual art forms. Studio exercises using historical techniques are included.

This course will trace the historical changes and continuations of different conventions and genres within Photography. It will also examine the ways in which key photographers and video artists have played with or broken conventions, both in terms of form and content. 
Particular topics discussed are the conventions of genres like portraiture, landscape and documentary, the impact of technological or cultural change on convention, the relationship between conventions in photography and other media such as video, painting, and the significance of breaking convention. 

Learning Outcomes


•
Analyze and critique the works of photographic and artists both verbally and in written form. 

•
Demonstrate a growing ability to research. 

•
Demonstrate a growing ability to present the results of research in a seminar. 

•  
Place your own practice within a historical framework.
Means of Assessment


•
Quizzes

•
Group seminar presentations

•
Research Paper and Oral Presentations

•
Final written self-evaluation of progress completed during the quarter

Course Objectives


After taking this class, you will be able to:

•
Demonstrate a basic understanding of Photography in Fine Art.

•
Demonstrate a working knowledge of historical processes.

•
Critically analyze Photographic Art.

•
Demonstrate a growing ability to present the results of research in a seminar. 

•  
Place your own practice within a historical framework.
Grading Policies


Attendance — it is assumed that everyone is self-motivated and disciplined. You are responsible for completing all assignments on the specified due date. Attendance is required at all lectures, demonstrations, laboratories and critiques. Attendance means arriving on time and staying for the entire class session. Failure to attend classes, tardy arrivals, and early departures will affect the final grades as follows:

•
Four late arrivals drop the final grade by one step (A to A-; A- to B+…),

•
Arriving 30 minutes or more after the start of class or leaving 30 minutes or more before the end of class will be considered an absence,

•
Two unexcused absences will drop the final grade by one full grade (A to B; B to C…),

•
Three consecutive unexcused absences or four total unexcused absences may result in a final grad of F,

•
Excused absences do not lower grades. Excused absences are: illness or other medical necessity accompanied by a doctor’s note; death in the student’s family.

Once you are enrolled in this class you are responsible for the completion of all assignments. If you must for serious and compelling reasons, withdraw from this class, YOU MUST SEE ME IN PERSON and YOU MUST COMPLETE THE NECESSARY PAPERWORK. If you simply disappear without explanation you will receive a failing grade.

Incompletes will NOT be given except for documented medical emergencies. 

Evaluation — Photography is a visual medium so your course grade will be based on the quality and content of the photographs you produce. Merely completing all of the assignments is not enough. Effort, talent and desire to grow as an individual and as an artist are critical. Your attitude and contributions to the flow of ideas are necessary and will be reflected in your final grade.

GRADES

A = Absolutely no doubt of superior performance. Final portfolio of photographs demonstrates technical and aesthetic excellence. Clear evidence of photographic talent, imagination and commitment. Active participation in classroom discussions and critiques.

B = An effort to go beyond the requirements. Good Work.

C = Completion of all assignments. Average quality. Minimal effort at class participation.

D = Generally low quality work. Missing one or two assignments. Not attending one or more critiques. Minimal participation in class.

F = The unspeakable. Very poor quality work. Three or more missing assignments. Excessive unexcused absence. Frequent late arrivals. Not attending the final. Missing two or more critiques. Serious attitude problems.

Participation
10%

Midterm
10%

Final
20%

Assignments
60%

Statement on Academic Misconduct
Eastern Oregon University places a high value upon the integrity of its student scholars. Any student found guilty of an act of academic misconduct (including, but not limited to, cheating, plagiarism, or theft of an examination or supplies) may be subject to having his or her grade reduced in the course in question, being placed on probation or suspended from the University, or being expelled from the University—or a combination of these. (Please see the 2004-05 on-line Student Handbook: Campus Citizenship - Academic and Behavior, at the following web address: http://www.eou.edu/saffairs/handbook/honest.html 

Statement on Americans with Disabilities

If you have a documented disability or suspect that you have a learning problem and need accommodations, please contact the Disability Services Program in Loso Hall 234. Telephone: 962-3081.
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