Eastern Oregon University

College of Arts & Sciences

Course Syllabus
Course Number:


Art 304
Course Name:


Contemporary Issues in Visual Culture (Sexual Identity & Visual Culture)
Description:
An exploration of the gay and lesbian experience as expressed in twentieth and twenty-first-century American art.  Components of the course include readings, discussions, films, presentations, and art making.

Credit Hours:
4
Learning Outcomes:
Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to:

1. Recognize the impact gay and lesbian artists have on visual culture.

2. Recognize individual styles and conceptual agendas of various artists.

3. Understand the cultural, social and political forces impacting the expression of gay and lesbian artists.

4. Understand the evolution of gay/lesbian/queer representation in art.

5. Write clear and compelling analyses of the expression of sexual identity in works of art.

6. Recognize film’s vital role in the expression and acceptance of sexual identity.

7. Discuss aspects of sexuality and gender as related to visual art.

Means of Assessment:
This course is graded with a points system, with a total of 100 possible points:

	Points
	Assignments
	Outcomes Addressed
	Points
	Assignments
	Outcomes Addressed

	15
	Participation/Attendance
	All
	5
	Outside Reading Questions 7
	1,2,3,4,5 & 7

	10
	Outside Reading Questions 1
	1,2,3,4,5 & 7
	5
	Outside Reading Questions 8
	1,2,3,4,5 & 7

	5
	Outside Reading Questions 2
	1,2,3,4,5 & 7
	5
	Outside Reading Questions 9
	1,2,3,4,5, 6 & 7

	5
	Outside Reading Questions 3
	1,2,3,4,5 & 7
	5
	Outside Reading Questions 10
	1,2,3,4,5, 6 & 7

	5
	Outside Reading Questions 4
	1,2,3,4 & 7
	5
	Outside Reading Questions 11
	1,2,3,4,5, 6 & 7

	5
	Outside Reading Questions 5
	1,2,3,4 & 7
	10
	Final Paper/Project Proposal
	1,2,3,4,5 & 7

	5
	Outside Reading Questions 6
	1,2,3,4,5 & 7
	15
	Final Paper/Project
	1,2,3,4,5 & 7


Letter Grades A through F are determined by percentage of the total possible.

	A
	100-95
	A-
	94-90

	B+
	89-86
	B
	85-82

	B-
	81-78
	C+
	77-75

	C
	74-70
	C-
	69-65

	D
	64-60
	F
	59 and below


Brief Course Outline:
Wk 1
Introduction

Gay/Lesbian/Queer: Who are we talking about, what are we talking about?

Wk 2
Dr. King Holiday

Symbolism and encoding the art of Charles Demuth, Marsden Hartley, Paul Cadmus and other gay male artists of the early 20th century

Wk 3
Coding, the Cold War and the 2 man movement of Robert Rauschenberg and Jasper Johns
A

Lesbians who make art

Wk 4
Appropriation and the influence of the broader culture on queer art


Photography: Documentation of the subversive and the erotic

Wk 5 
Censorship


AIDS: Politics, Protest, Out and out loud

Wk 6
Gays on Film

Film: The Celluloid Closet
Discussion 

New Queer Cinema Intro

Wk 7
Film: Poison

Discussion

Wk 8
Film


Discussion

Wk 9
Film


Discussion

Wk 10
Film


Discussion

Wk 11
Final Paper/Project Presentations

Required Text:
None

Academic Misconduct:
Eastern Oregon University places a high value upon the integrity of its student scholars.  Any student found guilty of an act of academic misconduct (including, but not limited to, cheating, plagiarism, or theft of an examination or supplies) may be subject to having his or her grade reduced in the course in question, being placed on probation or suspended from the university, or being expelled from the university-or a combination of these.  (Please see the 2004-05 on-line Student Handbook: Campus Citizenship – Academic Behavior, at the following web address: http://www.eou.edu/saffaris/handbook/sect2.html)

Learning Disability:
Any student who feels he or she may need an accommodation for any type of disability, please make an appointment to see me during my office hours or contact the Disability Services Office in Loso Hall 234.  Telephone: 962-3081

Syllabus Prepared By:
Cory Peeke
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