Eastern Oregon University

College of Arts and Sciences

Course Syllabus

Number of Course:  History 483
Name of Course: History of Native Americans and the US 
Catalog Description:  

Credit Hours:  5 
Instructor: Name, office location, phone number, email, office hours

Robert Irvine
Distance Education

541-566-2870 Home
541-566 9384 Work (541-377-8350) Cell

Irvine@oregontrail.net
rirvine@eou.edu
Time and place of the course: Distance Education
Required Texts or Suggested Materials:  

Primary: Albert Hurtado & Peter Iverson,
Major Problems in American Indian History

Vine Deloria, Jr. & Clifford M. Lytle
American Indians, American Justice 

Peter Iverson,



“We Are Still Here” American Indians in the 20th Century
James Welch



Fools Crow

John R. Wunder,


Retained by the People: A History of American Indians and the Bill of 
Rights
Suggested (Optional) Text:

Shepard Krech, III


The Ecological Indian
Learning Outcomes: 

 History 483 is designed to provide the student with an intensive examination of the history of the indigenous peoples of the United States and their relationship with the federal government, its agencies and to a lesser extent the general population.  The goal of this course is to acquaint students with major events and topics as they relate to Native Americans and their chronology, as well as to stimulate creative and critical thought about the history of the first Americans.  Significantly, the course omits all but the most cursory discussion of pre-European contact.  In addition, the course does not delve into cultural descriptions or language.  If you are interested in these topics, I strongly recommend an Anthropology course.  Several Anthropology courses take up these topics in a much more thorough fashion.

Course Requirements: Major assignments, attendance expectations

The grade will be based on two examinations each worth 100 points; a major writing assignment worth 100 points; two (2) position papers worth 25 points each and a movie/novel essay worth 25 points.   Grade distribution will fall along standard 90% for an A, 80% for a B, etc.

Grading Policies: 

Grading for the course will be based on a traditional 100-point scale wherein the accumulation of 90% of the possible points or better is an "A," 80% or better is a "B" and so on.  Students will have the opportunity to revise and resubmit any assignment until the university deadline for the term.

“A” level work will demonstrate an understanding of the course material, combined with a clear interpretation that posits a clear thesis, argued consistently throughout the work with support from course materials and other relevant work organized in a logical fashion. 

“B” level work demonstrates familiarity with the course material, combined with an interpretation that addresses the question using evidence and logic.

“C” level work demonstrates understanding of critical events and actors, addresses the question in a clear fashion and argues an interpretation.

“D” level work lacks a clear thesis argued throughout, demonstrates only passing familiarity with the course materials and critical events or actors.
“F” level work fails to address the question, use course materials or argue a consistent interpretation.

 Means of Assessment:

Exams:
The mid-term and final exam will offer a selection of questions from which you must choose according to the instructions.   The exams will be unproctored and you should have them as a part of the syllabus packet.  The goal of the exams is to encourage thoughtful analysis of the material.  The exams should provide an opportunity for you to develop and give voice to your own interpretation.  The objective of the exercise is to provide you with a place to articulate your interpretation based on the evidence available to you, rather than repeating the text(s).  My philosophy as the instructor is "I know what the books say and argue, I want to know what you think and why?"  Good exam answers will take a position regarding the question(s) and argue for a particular interpretation or historical understanding using evidence, examples and well-reasoned logic.

As an aside, I do not think I should have to struggle to figure out which question you are attempting to answer.  Simply putting the question you are answering at the top of the page puts me in a much better mood when I grade.  Not telling me what question you are answering makes me cranky and I ask you if that is the frame of mind you want me in when I grade your exam or anything else.

Major Writing Assignment
The major writing assignment requires you to pick a North American tribe or cultural group and provide a thorough synthesis of that groups' history and experience.  The purpose of this research and writing is to explain how that tribe or group arrived at its modern situation.  Therefore, you must have a thesis and then argue it throughout the paper.  PLEASE note: the assignment says bring the tribe up to their modern situation.  This means tell me what that modern situation is.  Do not gloss over the 20th Century, it should comprise at least half of the paper.

This assignment requires you to use your analytical skills to explain what has happened and why.  While part of your job is to report what happened, the crux of the assignment is to explain why.  Unlike other assignments in other classes, it is permissible, indeed required, for you to tell me what you think.  However, you absolutely must explain why you think the way you do.  

Once you have chosen a tribe or cultural group, begin researching it and finding out as much as you can about your choice.  When you have your research materials, you should be able to formulate a thesis that you are working to prove.  This is essential, and it bears repeating for a third time:  YOU MUST HAVE A THESIS, it is not enough just to tell me about your topic. What ever you do, you must be arguing for, or against, something.

You must use at least seven (7) different sources, one of which may be an assigned text.  Additionally, one of the seven sources may be an internet site.  You can use twenty internet sites, but they are only going to count as one of the required seven sources.   The texts offer suggested further readings, as well as footnoted sources that can be helpful to you.  I, (the instructor) would be happy to assist in identifying sources for information.  Do not neglect journals as some of the best scholarship comes in the form of journal articles, (plus they are much shorter).  Other sources not to ignore include personal interviews and literature, as well as legal opinions and tribal newspapers.

 Citing Sources

Whenever you write, you must cite your sources.  I am most concerned that you cite your sources consistently and in a logical fashion.  I would encourage you to adopt a standard convention such as the Chicago Manual of Style, which is what most historical journals and departments require.  However, if you know the MLA style-sheet and wish to use it that is fine, or if you like the cumbersome methods of the APA then use it and knock yourself out.  

Format:  Minimum 4 numbered pages, maximum 10 numbered pages.    Include your name, date submitted, and course identification clearly indicated. 

Position Papers:
The position papers are your chance to respond to the reading in a critical fashion and to take a position relative to the readings.  The assignment is to react to a reading, theme or topic that has piqued your interest.  You should choose something that lends itself to critical analysis.  The topic you chose will have a definite bearing on the grade.  You may find it helpful to divide the paper into three sections, first identify the topic or reading you are responding to and summarize its point or thesis.  Secondly, tell me what you think of the topic or reading and importantly explain why you think the way you do.  To explain why you think thusly, you must use evidence and examples.  Lastly, answer the question "so what?"  Tell me why this matters to our understanding of history and by extension our understanding of ourselves and our present condition.

The essays should be from 1,000 words, to 2,000 words: at least three numbered pages.   

Movie/Novel Essay:
The essay assignment is similar to the position papers in form.  For this essay, your job is to watch a movie from the list below, which provides a depiction of Native American life, history or some facet thereof.  When you are done with the movie, write an essay that provides a critical (as in thoughtful) review of the themes, messages and stories in the movie based on your readings for this class.  As a part of your essay attempt to determine what sort of historical grounding the film displays and how it fits with the readings.  Some of the movies listed below may not be suitable for all audiences, follow the ratings guides and feel free to pick according to your tastes and preferences.  If you would rather not watch a movie, then you may read a novel instead.  Please clear the novel choice with the instructor first.  A good place to start would be with the books of someone like Leslie Marmon Silko, James Welch or Sherman Alexie. 

Movies for Essay (In No Particular Order)
Little Big Man




Last of the Mohicans 



Pow Wow Highway



Smoke Signals

Dances With Wolves



Geronimo (made for TV movie)

Jeremiah Johnson



Soldier Blue



Pocahontas




Broken Arrow (1950 Delmar Davis Movie)

Drums Along the Mohawk



Black Robe

Cheyenne Autumn



Chato’s Land

The Last of His Tribe



I Will Fight No More Forever 

Man Called Horse



War Party

Buffalo Bill & the Indians, or Sitting Bull’s History Lesson

You can propose additional titles, but know beforehand that I will not approve them automatically. 

The essays should be from 1,000 words, to 2,000 words -- At least three numbered pages.   

Brief Outline of Course: 

The class is organized around three chronological or broadly defined periods in history.  The first part of this course is the briefest and covers the period of time before the creation of the American republic.  The course is not aimed at providing a history of Native American tribes or their culture, but at the relationship between Native peoples and the US Government.  Therefore, some introduction is required, but it is the shortest part of the class.  If you are interested in subjects omitted, I again strongly recommend you consider an Anthropology course.  Professor Linda Jerofke offers at least two that address things this course does not.  The Second time period is roughly the 19th Century.  This period was marked by overt violence, relocation, dispossession and war, along with treaty making and the development of a political and legal system for US relations with tribes. The third time period is roughly the 20th Century, following the end of military hostilities.  The third period will receive the most attention, for the events of this period that is most often ignored in traditional texts.

Please note:  While not all of the chapters or articles contained in the required texts are assigned, they are nonetheless important.  A truly thorough survey in environmental and the literature associated with it could constitute entire terms of study.  Presented here is a sampling of materials and the means by which you may continue your own study of the topic.  The instructor believes that in general the books represent one of the "tools" educated people acquire, as a logger might possess a saw or a mechanic a hammer.  A person will not use one tool all the time.  However, a good education helps determine when and how to use a variety of implements.

Please note:  The following schedule is provided for your convenience.  The schedule lays out how the class would proceed if you were taking the course on campus, and the things that the instructor would emphasize in lecture and discussion.  You are not required to follow precisely, but this is simply to help guide your pacing and to give you an idea of how things would go in a more traditional classroom setting.
Week 1:

The purpose of the course’s first week is to introduce you in a general sense to the peoples and cultures that inhabited the land that became the United States, prior to the arrival of Europeans.  The readings are meant to point out the diversity of cultures, the diversity of adaptive strategies and how incompletely modern stories seem to appreciate the range of experiences.  Pay particular attention to Richard White’s essay in Major Problems, for he makes several good points about the questions we ask, and how we ask them.  He also points to a common fallacy, namely our tendency to project modern ideas and definitions backward.  This is an important point, he argues that to ask about the attitudes of Native Americans toward nature is similar to asking what your great-great grandfather thought of Einstein’s Theory of Relativity. 

John Wunder’s book has a brief introduction to the idea of rights and pre-1491 conditions so do pay attention to his brief preface and first chapter.  The optional text, Shepard Krech’s book is an excellent study of pre-contact people and their ability to affect the world around them.  Ideally, we would have time to cover things such as the Pleistocene extinctions, human origins in the New World and the impact of hunting, but we simply do not.  If you are interested in this discussion however, I heartily recommend Krech.  You might also enjoy an alternative interpretation that can be found in Jared Diamond’s book Guns, Germs & Steel, or Tim Flannery‘s ​The Eternal Frontier.  Unfortunately again, we have little time in this class for a full examination of the Spanish experience in the particulars.

hour one:
Course introduction and orientation.

hour two:
Discussion of Pre-European contact North American peoples.  Read: Wunder, Preface & Chapter 1.

hour three:
More on hour two.  Read: Major Problems Chapter 1 & pp 29-54. 
hour four:
Contact.  Read. Major Problems Chapter 3.

hour five:
Spain & Spanish conquest. Read *Optional* Major Problems Chapter 4.

Week 2:

In week two, we move quickly to the English contact with Native American tribes and then to the emergence of the United States.  Before we get there however, we need to visit the topic of disease and epidemics.  Do not underestimate the importance of disease in understanding the history of Native American Peoples and the process of European colonization.  The optional text by Krech has an excellent discussion of disease and its impact.  Krech’s chapter 3, is probably the most important for you to read for the purposes of this course, but again it is optional.  Go back to James Merrell’s essay that starts on page 77 of Major Problems, and read the discussion of disease and its impact.  Consider that Europeans talk about the Plague as the tremendous destructive force that it was, because it wiped out one third of the population.  Then consider that some tribes saw disease destroy 60%, 70%, 90% or more of its members.  Imagine your community with two thirds of the people destroyed by a disease that you do not understand.  The resulting population is tremendously susceptible to invaders and I argue that you need to understand this variable to understand subsequent events.  
hour one:
Discussion of disease and environmental change.  Re-Read: Major Problems' pp 77-90.
hour two:
More on the impact of the French & English along with environmental & social change.  Read: Major Problems Chapter 5.

hour three:
Discussion of last two readings.

hour four:
The appearance of Americans and their distinct approach to tribal relations. Major Problems Chapter 6.  Read Deloria & Lytle:  Introduction.  

hour five:
More on the emergence of the US as an independent nation.
Read: Major Problems Chapter 7.  

Week 3:

Week three takes us into the early republic period of the US and beyond.  The final reading for last week introduced the topic of Cherokee Removal, and it continues in Wunder’s Chapter 2.  Pay particular attention to Wunder, for he sets the stage and intellectual framework for much of the subsequent history.  I require the reading because I contend that people do not do what they cannot explain, at least not short of a mental illness.  No matter how tortured or confused that explanation might be, people need to be able to explain behavior.  In the US, one of the chief ways we do this is through the law and its primary expression, the US Constitution.  

hour one:
The Plains and West before American settlers.  Read Major Problems Chapter 8.

hour two:
The emergence of the American strategy regarding Tribes.  Read Wunder Chapter 2.

hour three:
More on the American strategy.  Read Deloria & Lytle, Chapter 2

hour four:
Discussion of readings.

hour five:
Begin Reading Fools Crow.

1st Position Paper Due

Week 4

Week four takes us up to the US Civil War and thereabouts.  The Civil War marked a period of disengagement for the federal government and army in the west, where most Indian tribes were.  The war therefore created opportunities to exploit the lack of a strong federal presence.  When General Pope failed against Robert E. Lee, Lincoln sent him to Minnesota to fight the Sioux, the equivalent to banishment.  After the Civil War, the generals and the troops who learned to fight “total war,” turned to the West and the Indian Tribes there.  
hour one:
The Civil War and its affects. Major Problems Chapter 9.  

hour two:
Discussion of Civil War and the different tribal experiences.  Read Deloria & Lytle Chapter 3.

hour three:
Discussion of readings.

hour four:
Resistance and the Reservation. Major Problems Chapter 10.

hour five:
More on the end of resistance.  Read Iverson: Introduction.

Week 5

The new week brings us to the world of the Native American after Wounded Knee, the capture of Geronimo and the end of the “Indian Wars.”  This is the point at which many textbooks cease to discuss the Native Americans, suggesting they either were assimilated or ceased to exist.  I hope you will begin to understand the complex ideological battles that took place in the US about how Native Americans were going to exist.  The arguments had many different positions and consequently, federal plans changed with regularity, with differing goals and objectives.  
hour one:
Assimilation, acculturation and reservation.  Read Iverson Chapter 1.

hour two:
More on assimilation, acculturation and reservation. Major Problems Chapter 11.

hour three:
Discussion of readings to date.  You should be at least half way through Fools Crow.

hour four:
Land & Water.  Pay particular attention to the Winters Doctrine and the importance of water in the arid west in today’s reading as well as in Tuesday’s.  Read Wunder Chapter 3.

hour five:  
Discussion of America at 1900 and the subjects to date.

MIDTERM
Week 6

We reached the General Allotment Act (Dawes Act) last week, and now we will see the federal government try to implement that act.  However, at the same time sentiment was growing for a different approach that would not destroy the tribal structure and put reservation land into private hands.  The new sentiment was codified into law under FDR and the Indian Reorganization Act.  The Indian Reorganization Act ended severalty, recognized the right to self-government, and even made limited resources available to some tribes.  For example, the Burns Paiute Tribe in Oregon purchased land that along with a donated town dump became their reservation, with New Deal funding.  Nonetheless, the tribes were not completely free from the ideas of the Dawes Act, which returned after the war under the heading of “Termination.”
hour one:
Tribes in the 20th Century.  Read Iverson Chapter 2.

hour two:
The Progressive Movement and the Tribes.  Read Deloria & Lytle Chapter 4.

hour three:
Reform. Major Problems Chapter 12.

hour four:
Discussion.  Complete reading Fools Crow. 

hour five:
The republic and its citizens.  Read Iverson Chapter 3.

Position Paper #2 due.
Week 7

Week seven takes us through World War II and into the Cold War.  As you probably expect, the “Red Scare” and pervasive fear of communism extended to the reservation.  To some the reservation looked suspiciously communistic and the tribes faced a new threat to their existence.  The social and cultural milieu of the cold war was much more complicated and sophisticated than some commentators suggest.  Amid the movement for termination of tribal status, the nation continued to grapple with ingrained racism that had been a threat to the republic from its very beginning.  Not surprisingly, even the far-off and isolated reservations were not immune to changing political pressures and norms.  

hour one:
War and Inconsistencies revealed.  Read Wunder Chapter 5.

hour two:
The impact of war.  Read Iverson Chapter 4

hour three:
Discussion of readings.

hour four:
The clamor for justice and the creation of tribal institutions.  Read Deloria & Lytle, 

Chapter 5.  *Optional*

hour five:
Nations within a nation. Read Major Problems Chapter 13.

Week 8

The civil rights movement takes center stage this week, as the readings address internal debates and the assertion of treaty rights.  Wunder’s Chapter 6 takes a hard look at internal struggles within tribes, as well as the slow recognition of the problems on reservations by the rest of society.  The recognition should not be overstated however, as improvement is still slow in coming.  The period from the early 60s to 1980 saw a great deal of tension and debate over resources, rights and status.  This week introduces reading that is the most distressing of the course for some people.  Historic wrongs in the 19th century are more easily dismissed than the overt racism that many of us remember.  Nonetheless, understanding the changing relationships and history from this period is essential to understanding current conditions.
hour one:
Internal struggles, internal debates.  Read Wunder Chapter 6.

hour two:
Discussion of readings to date.  Read Wunder Chapter 7

hour three:
Native Claims Settlement Act, the imperative to address treaties. Read Major Problems 

Chapter 14.

hour four:
Wounded Knee, David Sohappy, Alcatraz and conflict.  Read Iverson Chapter 5 & 

Wunder Chapter 8.
hour five:
Discussion of Salmon, fishing rights and Water Laws.  Read Deloria & Lytle Chapter 6  

*Optional.*
Movie/Novel Essay Due
Week 9

Week nine moves the class to the 1980s and 90s, with an emphasis on modern court interpretation and the current depiction of Native Americans in American culture.  The readings point you to questions about perspective in telling history and touches on questions of repatriation and respect.  I had a professor who asked students to write the story of Columbus arriving in the New World from the perspective of the boat and then from the perspective of the beach.  She asked, rhetorically, which one was correct and the question retains its relevance I think.  The readings point you to different interpretations and conclusions depending on many variables.  
hour one:
American legal system and Native Americans.  Read Wunder Chapter 9.

hour two:
More American legal system.  Read Deloria & Lytle, Chapter 7.

hour three
Setting the agenda. Read Major Problems Chapter 15.

hour four:
Catch up day.

hour five:
Discussion of Deloria & Lytle.  Read Deloria & Lytle Chapter 8.

Major Writing Assignment Due

Week 10

The final week is given to creating some conclusions about current conditions and trajectories.  The readings are meant to provide some idea about where relations between tribes and the federal government are headed.  The readings in Wunder’s book are a bit dated, but provide a chance to test his conclusions.  Similarly, the Deloria and Lytle book is also dated, but is the work of two very active and significant scholars.  
hour one:
The 1990s and rising economic wherewithal.  Read Iverson Chapter 6.

hour two:
Peering into the future.  Read Wunder Chapter 10 & Iverson Chapter 7.


hour three:
Discussion of final.

hour four:
Catch Up & final reading.  Read Deloria & Lytle Chapter 9.

hour five:
Evaluation, Final Discussion.

Statement on Academic Misconduct:

Eastern Oregon University places a high value upon the integrity of its student scholars. Any student found guilty of an act of academic misconduct (including, but not limited to, cheating, plagiarism, or theft of an examination or supplies) may be subject to having his or her grade reduced in the course in question, being placed on probation or suspended from the University, or being expelled from the University—or a combination of these.   Please see Student Handbook at: http://www.eou.edu/saffairs/handbook/honest.html
Statement on Americans with Disabilities:

If you have a documented disability or suspect that you have a learning problem and need accommodations, please contact the Disability Services Program in Loso Hall 234. Telephone: 962-3081.

Syllabus Prepared By:  Robert Irvine
Date:  

September 30, 2006
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