Eastern Oregon University

College of Arts and Sciences

Course Syllabus

Number of Course:  History 481
Name of Course: History of Mexico
Catalog Description:  

Credit Hours:  5 
Instructor: Name, office location, phone number, email, office hours

Robert Irvine
Distance Education

541-566-2870 Home
541-566 9384 Work (541-377-8350) Cell

Irvine@oregontrail.net
rirvine@eou.edu
Time and place of the course: Distance Education
Required Texts or Suggested Materials:  

Meyer & Sherman, 

The Course of Mexican History
Carlos Fuentes,


A New Time for Mexico

Roderic Ai Camp,
  
Politics in Mexico

Samuel Brunk,  


Emiliano Zapata

Learning Outcomes: 

History 481 is designed to provide the student with a broad overview of the historical events and causal relationships in what today is Mexico.   The course will begin in the pre-Columbian period and reach into the late 20th century.  The goal of this course is to acquaint students with major events of Mexican History, their chronology and stimulate creative and critical thought about the history of Mexico.

Course Requirements: Major assignments, attendance expectations

The grade will be based on two examinations each worth 100 points, a comparative book review worth 50 points, participation in the discussion forums worth 50 points and three (3) short essays worth 25 points each.   Grading for the course will be based on a traditional 100 point scale wherein the accumulation of 90% of the possible points or better is an "A," 80% or better is a "B" and so on.

Grading Policies: 

Grading for the course will be based on a traditional 100-point scale wherein the accumulation of 90% of the possible points or better is an "A," 80% or better is a "B" and so on.  Students will have the opportunity to revise and resubmit any assignment until the university deadline for the term.

“A” level work will demonstrate an understanding of the course material, combined with a clear interpretation that posits a clear thesis, argued consistently throughout the work with support from course materials and other relevant work organized in a logical fashion. 

“B” level work demonstrates familiarity with the course material, combined with an interpretation that addresses the question using evidence and logic.

“C” level work demonstrates understanding of critical events and actors, addresses the question in a clear fashion and argues an interpretation.

“D” level work lacks a clear thesis argued throughout, demonstrates only passing familiarity with the course materials and critical events or actors.
“F” level work fails to address the question, use course materials or argue a consistent interpretation.

 Means of Assessment:

The assignments as noted below demand an interpretation of the events, individuals and institutions covered in the course materials.  By requiring students to analyze the events and argue an interpretation, the course assessment tools provide students with an opportunity to demonstrate their critical thinking skills and their mastery of the course materials. 
The mid-term and final exam will offer a selection of questions from which you must choose according to the instructions.   The exams will be unproctored and should be included with this syllabus.  The goal of each exam is to encourage thoughtful analysis of the material.  The exams should provide an opportunity for you to develop and give voice to your own interpretation.  The goal of the exercise is to provide you with a place to articulate your interpretation based on the evidence available to you, rather than repeating the text(s).  There is no page requirement, however two to three pages is probably far too little to fully answer a question.  Please indicate which question you are answering, along with your name and course NAME.

Essay Questions:
1.
After reading Carlos Fuentes' A New Time for Mexico, you should have the impressions of Mexico from perhaps its best, if not best known, 20th century writer.  Fuentes argues that Mexico has a genius for survival and that Mexico exists as a tension between opposites.  Based on this introduction to the History of Mexico, what themes or lines of inquiry do you believe are likely to be the most fruitful and why?  Asked another way, what things do you think you will have to pay attention to as you read about and think about Mexican history in order to come away from this course with the best possible understanding of the nation, the people and the land?  Of course, the key to answering this question is to explain why you believe this.  You may also want to draw from the reading to date in the main text by Meyer & Sherman, as well as the first chapters in the book by Camp.  

Do not write a history of Mexico for this question.  Do not turn to the main text to tell me what it says about Mexico.  To answer this question, confine your reading to Fuentes and his arguments.  The purpose of this question is to see how well you can read a book and draw from it the main points and conclusions, and make some interpretations of your own.  

2.
As you've read about Colonial Mexico and the creation of the Spanish Empire you may have been struck by the contrasts between the materials we've read for this class compared to what you may have encountered earlier, say in high school.  The history of Mexico and the Spanish Empire as recounted in the US was often a story of extreme brutality and cruelty.  This "black legend" of Spain's conduct in North America is slowly being supplanted by a more balanced version.  Nonetheless, comparisons between Spanish conduct and the behavior of Britain, France and the US remain.  The essay question you must answer is this:  How do you assess Spain's conduct and record as a colonial power in North America from 1600 to 1750?  How would you characterize the crown's involvement in local affairs, Spain's conduct toward the Native Americans and other residents?  Did the close Spanish colonial association of the government and church produce beneficial or negative effects on the people and land?  

3.
Americans who examine the history of Mexico are often struck by the differences between their country and Mexico.  Similarly, as A New Time for Mexico makes clear, some Mexicans, including Fuentes are well aware of the contrasts.  Explain why, in your judgment, democracy has had such an apparently difficult time taking root and flowering in Mexico.  By difficult time taking root and flowering, I refer to the succession of coups, rebellions, foreign intrusions (American and French) that predominate.  This is decidedly not an invitation to bash Mexican politicians, or anyone else.  Instead, I want a reasoned discussion about some of the prerequisites of democratic rule and participatory government and the challenges that Mexico faced.  I want more than a discussion of Mexico in 2003, I expect a discussion of the trends and events of the 20th Century and how that history affected and continues to affect Mexico and democracy.

Eastern Oregon University

History of Mexico - Irvine

Mid-Term

Write a complete answer to one (1) of the following questions. Be sure to read the question carefully and answer the whole question, a complete answer must address each part of the question.  Be sure to use and integrate appropriate historical examples. (100 Points)

1.
Carlos Fuentes makes several references to the dismemberment of Mexico by the United States in 1847.  He notes that Abraham Lincoln and Henry David Thoreau, among others, thought the war unjust.  Now that you have read further on the topic from a variety of authors, what is your interpretation of the causes and impact of the Mexican War on Mexican History during the time of the war and after?  Also answer these questions:  Explain why you think the war was or was not unjust?  How did the events surrounding Mexican Independence influence the war?  How did the Mexican management of what are now Texas, New Mexico, California, Utah and Arizona influence the outbreak and results of the war?

2.
Some historians have argued that Mexico is a young nation but an old country and that the period following independence was key to building a sense of "Mexican-ness."  These historians further suggest that 1824 was the beginning of coalescence, not dissolution as was the dominant historical interpretation.  Do you agree with this idea, based on the evidence from the course materials?  Why or why not?  Be sure to write a complete answer using evidence and examples.

3.
Several of the authors in the texts assigned to this point argue that Mexico has been shaped by the authoritarian nature of its historical institutions.  For evidence, they point to the Aztec Empire, the Spanish Empire, the Catholic Church as well as traditional notions about gender roles and the family.  Does this observation seem helpful to you as you consider the history of Mexico through the first half of the class?  How is this distinct from other North American experiences and how useful is it to you as you create your own understanding of Mexican History?  Does the historical existence of such authority necessarily mean it will have an enduring impact on society?  For example, the English colonies were part of a monarchical system, with a clear class structure, why don't we talk about the impact of this strict hierarchy on the USA?  As always, answer completely using examples and a strong thesis to organize your essay.
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Final

Write a complete answer to one (1) of the following questions from Each Section.   Be sure to read the questions carefully and answer the whole question, a complete answer must address each part of the question.  Be sure to use and integrate appropriate historical examples.  

Section 1:   Comprehensive Question.  - Chose One (1)

1)    Revisit Carlos Fuentes' book A New Time for Mexico, and his discussions of the need for justice, democracy and culture, to serve as the country's legal, political and social shields.  In your judgment, is Mexico's history likely to produce the democracy, justice and cultural appreciation that he wishes?  Using examples from at least four of the texts assigned what historical changes do you see that suggest Mexico is moving toward or away from Fuentes' hopes?  To answer this question must provide a case for or against change over time for at least the last 300 years.  

2.
As you survey the history of Mexico, what are the most compelling topics that wind their way through the nation's history?  What things do you believe must be included in a text that would provide a survey and comprehensive overview of Mexico?  How do you join the history of a place like Los Angeles with the history of Tampico, Chiapas, Mexico City, Cabo San Lucas and Mazatlán?  Do not write a history of these six places, these are examples; your job is to write an essay that explains how these places are joined historically.

3.
Several authors have noted the centrality of Mexico City to the nation of Mexico.  Indeed, it is hard to find a parallel in the United States, even with the domination of certain media centers.  How do you explain the domination of Mexico by the single city, as a political, social and economic capital to such a far-flung and diverse nation?  Be sure to include events from pre-Columbian (pre 1492) times to the present in your answer.

Section 2 Questions since the Mid-Term Answer One (1)

1.
The Mexican Revolution is for many Mexicans "the" 20th Century event.  How do you explain the Revolution's occurrence and timing?  What factors coalesced to create the Mexican Revolution and what personalities or social pressures were key to its eruption?  Be sure to provide a detailed analysis of the events leading up to the Revolution and comment on the way those forces and events were addressed by post-Revolution Mexican government and society.

2.
Emiliano Zapata is a powerful figure and a powerful idea in Mexico's history and its mythology.  For example, the 1994 Chiapas uprising took pains to identify itself with the legacy of Zapata.  Why does he person and figure of Zapata figure so strongly in Mexican history and the stories Mexican's tell about the Revolution?  Why do certain people and movements continue to evoke a connection between themselves and their ideals and those of the original Zapatistas?  Does the United States have a parallel person or mythological person?  Why or why not do you think?

3.
Trace the development of the power of the Mexican Presidency from the Revolution to President Zedillo.  Be sure to also discuss the changing face of political parties and especially the PRI.  How do you explain and interpret the changes and the reasons for the developments you identify?  You may also wish to discuss other political institutions or positions, such as the provincial governors or the national congress.  To answer this question I want more than a short bio on different presidents, I want you to focus on the institution of the presidency.  How has that person’s power changed?  How has the route to the presidency changed and how has the Mexican government changed along with the presidency?

Brief Outline of Course: 

Tentative Schedule of Lecture Topics and Readings

Please note:   the course is laid out below on a weekly schedule for your convenience and to guide your pacing.   This is how the syllabus would look and how the reading assignments would go if you were to take the course on campus.

Week 1
Hour 1:  Course introduction and orientation



Hour 2:  Mexico the place.  READ:  Fuentes, pp. 1-59.
Hour 3: The First Mexicans.  READ:  Meyer & Sherman, pp. 3- 50, & Fuentes, pp. 60-127


 



Hour 4:  The First Mexicans. READ:  Meyer & Sherman, pp. 51-90


Hour 5:  Contact.  READ:   Meyer & Sherman, pp. 91-109, & Fuentes, pp. 128-216.  

Week 2
Hour 1:  Spain, colonies & empire.  READ:   Meyer & Sherman, pp. 110-146.


Hour 2:  More on Spanish Settlement.   


Hour 3:  Native response to Spain  



Hour 4:  The Imperial System.  READ:  Meyer & Sherman, pp. 147-159.


Hour 5:  Early Politics and political systems.  READ Camp, pp. 3-54
Proposed Book Review Titles Due
Week 3
Hour 1:  Colonies & Empire:  READ:   Meyer & Sherman, pp. 160-194.



Hour 2:  Society, Race & Life.  READ:  Meyer & Sherman, pp. 195-240. 



Hour 3:  Aztec Resistance.  READ:  


Hour 4:  Mayan Resistance.  READ:  


Hour 5:  Bourbon Reforms.  READ:  Meyer & Sherman, pp. 241-253.
First Essay Due 
Week 4  
Hour 1:  The Spanish in Mexico.  READ:  Meyer & Sherman, pp. 254-273. 
Hour 2:  Creation of Anti-Colonial Sentiment.  


Hour 3:  Fighting for Independence.  READ: Meyer & Sherman, pp. 274-287.


Hour 4:  Forging Nationalism. 


Hour 5:  The Nation of Mexico.  READ:  Meyer & Sherman, pp. 288-297.
Week 5
Hour 1:  Early Mexican Republic.  READ:  Meyer & Sherman, pp. 301-311.


Hour 2:  Santa Anna.  READ:  READ:  Meyer & Sherman, pp. 312-322.



Hour 3:  War, Texas and the US.  READ:  Meyer & Sherman, pp. 323-341.


Hour 4:  More on War with the United States.



Hour 5:  EXAM 1
Week 6
Hour 1:  Conditions of Native Americans.  READ:  


Hour 2:  Social Conditions.  READ:  Meyer & Sherman, pp. 342-356.


Hour 3:  Ayutla & Reform.  READ:  Meyer & Sherman, pp. 358-370.



Hour 4:  The French.  READ:  Meyer & Sherman, pp. 371- 387.


Hour 5: More of the French, Nationalism and Thoughts of Modernization.  





READ:  Meyer & Sherman, pp. 388-400.
2nd Essay Due
Week 7
Hour 1:  Divisions in Mexican Society.  READ: Meyer & Sherman, pp. 401-413.



Hour 2:  The Coming of Porfirio Diaz.  READ:  Meyer & Sherman, pp. 417-424.


Hour 3:  Diaz and Modernization.  READ:  Meyer & Sherman, pp. 425-438



Hour 4:  Dictatorship and Costs.  READ:  Meyer & Sherman, pp. 439-450.


Hour 5:  Population growth, society & Culture.  READ:  Meyer & Sherman, 



pp. 451-463.

Week 8
Hour 1:  Building the storm of Rebellion.  READ:  Meyer & Sherman, pp. 467-492.


Hour 2:  The Rebels.   READ:  Brunk, pp. xi-50.  


Hour 3:  Rebellion.  READ:  Brunk pp. 51-110.


Hour 4:  Madero & Huerta.  READ:  Meyer & Sherman, pp. 493-515.


Hour 5:  Upheaval, change and retrenchment.  READ:  Meyer & Sherman, pp. 



516-531, & Brunk pp. 111-239
3rd Essay Due
Week 9
Hour 1:  The Revolution, the People.  READ:  Meyer & Sherman, pp. 532-545.  



Hour 2:  The Constitution.  READ:  Meyer & Sherman, pp. 549-574.


Hour 3:  Cardenas.  READ:  Meyer & Sherman, pp. 575-586.


Hour 4:  Mexico to WW II.  READ:  Meyer & Sherman, pp. 587-601. 


Hour 5:  World War II.  READ:  Meyer & Sherman, pp. 605-615x.
Comparative Book Review Due 
Week 10
Hour 1:  Post War, Industrialization and infrastructure.  READ:  Meyer & 



Sherman, pp. 616-638. 



Hour 2:  Social Unrest.  READ:   Meyer & Sherman, pp. 639-684.


Hour 3:  Trends and change. READ: Meyer & Sherman, pp. 685-703 & Camp, pp. 55-93.


Hour 4:  Culture & Politics.  READ:  Camp, pp. 94-130.


Hour 5:  Discussion.  READ:  Camp, pp. 131-182.

Statement on Academic Misconduct:

Eastern Oregon University places a high value upon the integrity of its student scholars. Any student found guilty of an act of academic misconduct (including, but not limited to, cheating, plagiarism, or theft of an examination or supplies) may be subject to having his or her grade reduced in the course in question, being placed on probation or suspended from the University, or being expelled from the University—or a combination of these.   Please see Student Handbook at: http://www.eou.edu/saffairs/handbook/honest.html
Statement on Americans with Disabilities:

If you have a documented disability or suspect that you have a learning problem and need accommodations, please contact the Disability Services Program in Loso Hall 234. Telephone: 962-3081.

Syllabus Prepared By:  Robert Irvine
Date:  

September 30, 2006
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