Eastern Oregon University

College of Arts and Sciences

Course Syllabus

Number of Course:  HIST 338

Name of Course: Comparing Frontier Cultures in the American and Canadian West

Catalog Description:  

This course explores the idea of 'the frontier' in the cultures of the American and Canadian west, as an inquiry into how this notion has evolved differently on each side of the border from the seventeenth through the twentieth centuries. We will emphasize social history themes (gender roles, the family, community, race) as these are illuminated through different aspects of pioneer life and sectors of frontier industry. We will sustain a particular focus on native / white interactions.

Credit Hours:  5

Instructor: 

Paula Humfrey, Ph.D, Resource Faculty, Division of Distance Education

E-mail:
phumfrey@eou.edu; phone: 416-689-9453; fax: 905-640-7215.

Office Hours: The quickest way to reach me any day of the week is by email. I am available on the phone during weekday business hours. If you should call and I don't pick up, leave a message with your phone number and I will return your call promptly. My curriculum vitae can be found online at http://phumfrey.dgrundy.com 


Time and place of the course: 

This web-based course utilizes asynchronous group discussion through Blackboard as well as consultation with students individually by e-mail (and telephone if necessary).
Required Texts or Suggested Materials:  

Jones, Mary Ellen. Daily Life on the 19th-Century American Frontier (Westport, CT: Greenwood Press, 1998) ISBN: 0-313-29634-0

Wrobel, David M. and Michael C. Steiner. Many Wests: Place, Culture and Regional Identity (Lawrence, KS: The University Press of Kansas, 1997) ISBN: 0-7006-0862-1

Our course will also incorporate material publicly available on the Internet. The Web is a terrific resource for history sources, both images and text, I will sometimes incorporate hyperlinks into my discussion posts, and I encourage other course members to share good online sources as well. Please note: all the supplementary online reading for our course is offered to provide context, and it's optional. Course members will not be examined specifically concerning the Web reading, although everyone is welcome to incorporate information from Web sources into assignments as well as discussion posts.
Learning Outcomes: 

Upon successful completion of this course, the student will be able to:

•
Explain in broad terms the evolution of the idea of the North American ‘frontier’.

•
Discuss the major social history themes of the American and Canadian West, in particular with respect to the diversity of settlement patterns on the western frontier.

• 
Demonstrate how the idea of the frontier informed gender-role socialization and family formation in the West, and articulate how this idea has shaped communities and regions.

•
Assess the relationship between evidence (primary sources) and argument (secondary sources and historiography) in historical analysis.

• 
Write an original research essay, using the methods of a working historian, on a topic chosen from within the parameters of the course.

Course Requirements: 

DISCUSSION PARTICIPATION

Online discussion takes place asynchronously, with each course member posting by logging on to Blackboard at different times. All course members initiate discussion, ask questions, and respond to the ideas of others in the class. In so doing, we will end up with a nice record of the intellectual territory we've covered as a group. To gain the greatest benefit from threaded discussions and to ensure a common understanding of student and faculty expectations, please note the following standards:

• Course members are expected to log on and participate in weekly threaded discussion activity several times per week. This level of participation is necessary if we are meaningfully to engage the issues presented in class. Course members must complete readings prior to discussion. Extended absences, defined as failure to post into the Blackboard classroom for more than five days, must be coordinated with the instructor.

• For each of your discussion posts, please write a thoughtful paragraph or two that either initiates discussion of a particular point or else responds to another course member's post. Posts on administrative matters are welcome, but will not be counted as part of your discussion grade. Please remember that good spelling and grammar are important, and so is civility.

RESEARCH BIBLIOGRAPHY AND ESSAY PROPOSAL

This assignment asks you to compile a research bibliography and prepare a one-page essay proposal.

• Essay Proposal: Prepare a one-page proposal that includes each of the following: a working title for the essay; a thesis statement (that is, a statement of the argument you will make in the essay); and an outline plan of the main ideas in your essay and their order of presentation.

• Research Bibliography: This is the list of books, articles, or websites (online sources) that you are going to use as the evidence supporting your essay. It should be an annotated bibliography. This means that each source you cite should be accompanied by a couple of sentences explaining the nature of the source and why it will be useful to you in writing your essay. Your sources (at least three not including the course textbooks) will be evaluated according to the quality of their relationship to the essay topic you have chosen. Consider the sources presented in the ‘additional sources’ bibliography of each week’s study guide, and don't be afraid to be inventive in exploring online research! The best scholarly search tool on the Web is www.Google.com. You can 'brainstorm' with Google as you run searches on words or phrases connected to your essay topic.

ESSAY

Write an original essay on a topic you choose from within the parameters of the course. The completed essay is 2,000 words (eight to ten double-spaced pages) in length, excluding notes and bibliography. This should be a lively essay, well-written and well researched!

IMPORTANT DETAILS

Citations:

It’s important to adopt a conventional source citation style, and you may choose one of several (see below). Citation style is not difficult once you get in the swing of it, and it will serve you well for the rest of your academic career. Researchers rely on ready access to one another’s sources, and it’s imperative to show where all of one’s information comes from as precisely as possible, including page references for print sources. 

Bibliography: 

This is the list of all books, articles, or websites (online sources) that you use as evidence in support of your papers. The citations and bibliography should include information drawn from our course textbooks too. Additionally, don't be afraid to be inventive in exploring online research! The best scholarly search tool on the Web is www.Google.com. You can 'brainstorm' with Google as you run searches on words or phrases connected to your topic.
Reference sources on scholarly citation formats:

Traditional footnote or endnote citation: http://unilearning.uow.edu.au/academic/4di.html
MLA in-text citation: http://webster.commnet.edu/mla.htm  

 MIDTERM EXAM

The midterm exam is offered to each course member as an email attachment at the start of Week 6 of the term; each student has the full course week in which to complete the exam and return it through Blackboard. The exam is open-book format, and I recommend that everyone set aside a 2-hour period to complete it. The exam requires an answer to an essay question and an 'analyze this document' type of question, and you will have a choice of which questions to answer. Each question is broad and thematic so that you can incorporate the material from the course reading that you recall best and think is most important. This isn't the kind of names-and-dates exam for which one can cram; rote memorization won't help you answer the questions. If you keep up with the course reading and post regularly to discussion, you should be well prepared.

Grading Policies: 

Letter graded, +/-: A=90-100%; B=80-89%; C=70-79%; D=60-69%; F=below 60%.

Schedule of assignments:

Discussion participation

35 %

ongoing

Essay proposal and




Research bibliography

15 %

due date: Week 3

Online midterm exam


20 %

due date: Week 6

Essay




30 %

due date: Week 9

Total:



          100 %
Means of Assessment:

There are four assignments for this course: one essay proposal, one annotated research bibliography, one essay, and a midterm exam. Participation in online discussion is an important and ongoing component of the course, and the weighting of assignments reflects this.

Brief Outline of Course: 
Week 1

Introductions to subjects, methods, and each other

•
Begin the assigned reading for Week 2

Week 2 

Is the west a place or a process?
• 
Steiner and Wrobel, “Many Wests: Discovering a Dynamic Western Regionalism” (Many Wests, pp. 1-30)

•
Brown, “The Other Northwest: The Regional Identity of a Canadian Province” (Many Wests, pp. 279-314)

•
Jones, Ch. 1: “The American Frontier: Simple Stereotype, Complex Reality” 

(Daily Life,  pp. 1-10)
Week 3 

Following the Trail

• 
Jones, Ch. 3: “Life on the Explorers’ Frontier”


(Daily Life,  pp. 55-91) 

• NOTE: Essay proposal and research bibliography are due this week
Week 4 

Battles for the land

• 
Shortridge, “The Expectations of Others: Struggles Toward a Sense of Place in the Northern Plains” (Many Wests, pp. 114-140)

• 
Jones, Ch. 5: “Life on the Land: Alien Exotics—Cowboys and Settlers” 

(Daily Life, pp. 157-210)

Week 5 

Managing the ‘wild west’ 

• 
Murphy, “Searching for an Angle of Repose: Women, Work, and Creativity in Early Montana” (Many Wests, pp. 156-176)

• 
Jones, Ch. 6: “The Indian Frontier and the Frontier Regulars: The Army and the Indians on the Great Plains” (Daily Life, pp. 211-252)

Week 6 

The water wars

• 
Raymond: “When the Desert Won’t Bloom: Environmental Limitation and the Great Basin” (Many Wests, pp. 71-92)
• NOTE: Write online midterm examination this week
Week 7 

The Columbia and the Snake 

• 
Findlay, “A Fishy Proposition: Regional Identity in the Pacific Northwest” 

(Many Wests, pp. 37-70)

• 
Boag, “Mountain, Plain, Desert, River: The Snake River Region as a Western Crossroads” (Many Wests, pp. 177-203)
Week 8 

Extractive industries—fur and forests

• 
Hyde, “Round Pegs in Square Holes: The Rocky Mountains and Extractive Industry” (Many Wests, pp. 93-113)

• 
Jones, Ch. 2: “Life on the Fur Frontier” (Daily Life, pp. 11-54)

Week 9

The search for gold

•
Jones, Ch. 4: “Life on the Miners’ Frontier” (Daily Life, pp. 93-156)

• NOTE: Essay is due this week
Week 10 

The iconography of the frontier 

• 
Wallach, "The Telltale Southern Plains" (Many Wests, pp. 142-155)

• 
Matthews, “Forging a Cosmopolitan Civic Culture: The Regional Identity of San Fransisco and Northern California” (Many Wests, pp. 93-113)
Statement on Academic Misconduct:

Eastern Oregon University places a high value upon the integrity of its student scholars. Any student found guilty of an act of academic misconduct (including, but not limited to, cheating, plagiarism, or theft of an examination or supplies) may be subject to having his or her grade reduced in the course in question, being placed on probation or suspended from the University, or being expelled from the University—or a combination of these.   Please see Student Handbook at: http://www.eou.edu/saffairs/handbook/honest.html
Statement on Americans with Disabilities:

If you have a documented disability or suspect that you have a learning problem and need accommodations, please contact the Disability Services Program in Loso Hall 234. Telephone: 962-3081.

Syllabus Prepared By:  Paula Humfrey

Date:  22 September 2006







