Eastern Oregon University

College of Arts and Sciences

Course Syllabus

Number of Course:  HIST 314

Name of Course: The Great Depression

Catalog Description:  

The Great Depression of the 1930s is often described as a period of great turbulence in American culture. If indeed this is so, what was the nature of the upheaval? Why did it occur? What legacies did this period establish for today's society? Using a variety of source material, we will evaluate the evidence and assess the effects of a profoundly important historical moment. Please note that particular emphasis is placed on the development of research and critical thinking skills.
Credit Hours:  5

Instructor: 

Paula Humfrey, Ph.D, Resource Faculty, Division of Distance Education

E-mail:
phumfrey@eou.edu; phone: 416-689-9453; fax: 905-640-7215.

Office Hours: The quickest way to reach me any day of the week is by email. I am available on the phone during weekday business hours. If you should call and I don't pick up, leave a message with your phone number and I will return your call promptly. My curriculum vitae can be found online at http://phumfrey.dgrundy.com 


Time and place of the course: 

This web-based course utilizes asynchronous group discussion through Blackboard as well as consultation with students individually by e-mail (and telephone if necessary).
Required Texts or Suggested Materials:  

• T.H. Watkins, The Hungry Years: A Narrative History of the Great depression in America. (New York: Owl Books, 2000).

• Studs Terkel, Hard Times: An Oral History of the Great Depression.  

(New York: Pantheon Books, 1986).

Our course will also incorporate material publicly available on the Internet. The Web is a terrific resource for history sources, both images and text, I will sometimes incorporate hyperlinks into my discussion posts, and I encourage other course members to share good online sources as well. Please note: all the supplementary online reading for our course is offered to provide context, and it's optional. Course members will not be examined specifically concerning the Web reading, although everyone is welcome to incorporate information from Web sources into assignments as well as discussion posts.
Learning Outcomes: 

Taking an interdisciplinary approach, this course explores different perspectives surrounding the events of a decade-long historical period. On completion of this course, the student will be able to  

• examine decision-making skills, discovering whether facts presented in various sources are logically consistent with the arguments constructed around them;

• uncover the role that 'frame of reference' plays for both the sender and receiver of information; 

• establish a distinction between 'fact' and 'interpretation', and consider the influence of these in shaping public opinion.

Course Requirements: 

DISCUSSION PARTICIPATION

Online discussion takes place asynchronously, with each course member posting by logging on to Blackboard at different times. All course members initiate discussion, ask questions, and respond to the ideas of others in the class. In so doing, we will end up with a nice record of the intellectual territory we've covered as a group. To gain the greatest benefit from threaded discussions and to ensure a common understanding of student and faculty expectations, please note the following standards:

• Course members are expected to log on and participate in weekly threaded discussion activity several times per week. This level of participation is necessary if we are meaningfully to engage the issues presented in class. Course members must complete readings prior to discussion. Extended absences, defined as failure to post into the Blackboard classroom for more than five days, must be coordinated with the instructor.

• For each of your discussion posts, please write a thoughtful paragraph or two that either initiates discussion of a particular point or else responds to another course member's post. Posts on administrative matters are welcome, but will not be counted as part of your discussion grade. Please remember that good spelling and grammar are important, and so is civility.

ORAL HISTORY POSTING

For this assignment, you will need to research either at the library or online. Locate a first-person, nonfiction narrative describing the Great Depression of the 1930s in America. Find a narrative that qualifies as an oral history according to the guidelines established in the Week One handout on oral history methods. You can also choose one of the Terkel essays if you're prepared to transcribe the text, or interview a person who remembers that decade. People see the world from differing perspectives and understand culture in different ways. Memories recounted in oral histories will give us an evidentiary base that we can then use to assess the roles people play as sources of information. This assignment will be assessed on a pass/fail basis, depending on whether your work meets the criteria below. All class members will post their oral histories online.

Assignment criteria:

• Determine the length of this assignment yourself (most posts excerpt one or two pages of narrative). Post an oral history that you think is important or interesting to recount to class members.

• Describe the subject of the oral history: gender, age, race or ethnicity, where they lived during the Great Depression. This helps class members to understand the subject's frame of reference.

FACTUAL PAPER

This assignment asks you to list and cite factual information on the topic of your choice in the form of short, sequential paragraphs. 
Factual Paper criteria:

• Include only factual information in this paper— that is, straightforward description supported by evidence from cited sources.

• Offer a minimum of 20 factual statements on your topic. Cite at least six sources for your paper. These statements will later become the evidentiary basis of your Interpretive Paper, which is to be written on the same topic.

• Each statement that you present should be supported by three different sources, and each source should be cited at the end of the relevant statement in a conventional style.

INTERPRETIVE PAPER

For this assignment, you will use the evidence you presented in your Factual Paper to create an interpretive overview of your topic. In addition to its submission for grading, each class member's Interpretive Paper will be posted to the Discussion board as part of the reading material for the course.

Interpretive Paper criteria:
• Based on the evidence you have mustered, argue the reasons that your topic is important for understanding the '30s as a social, political, or economic period, or as a cultural moment.

• Each interpretive statement that you make must be supported by your cited source material (otherwise you'd be writing a speculative opinion piece, or polemic).

• Cite at least six sources for your paper, principally the sources you used successfully in your Factual Paper. Try to use these sources in a balanced way; consider alternative interpretations that might be drawn from the evidence.

• This paper should be approximately six double-spaced pages in length. It should be grammatically correct and free of typing errors. Please include a complete and accurate bibliography.

MIDTERM EXAM

The midterm exam is offered to each course member as an email attachment at the start of Week 5 of the term; each student has the full course week in which to complete the exam and return it through Blackboard. The exam is open-book format, and I recommend that everyone set aside a 2-hour period to complete it. The exam requires an answer to an essay question and an 'analyze this document' type of question, and you will have a choice of which questions to answer. Each question is broad and thematic so that you can incorporate the material from the course reading that you recall best and think is most important. This isn't the kind of names-and-dates exam that one can cram for; rote memorization won't help you answer the questions. If you keep up with the course reading and post regularly to discussion, you should be well prepared.

Grading Policies: 

Letter graded, +/-: A=90-100%; B=80-89%; C=70-79%; D=60-69%; F=below 60%.

Schedule of assignments:

Discussion participation                       30 %

ongoing

Oral history posting

 
 10 % 

due date: Week  3

Online midterm exam                      
 15 %

due date: Week  5

Factual paper



 20 %

due date: Week  7

Interpretive paper                                 25 %

due date: Week  9

Total:



100%
Means of Assessment:

There are four assignments for this course: one interview posting, two papers, and one online midterm exam. Participation in online discussion threads is an important and ongoing part of the course.

Brief Outline of Course: 
Week 1

Watkins: Prelude and Chapter 1

Terkel: Book One

Week 2 

Watkins: Chapters 2 and 3

Terkel: Book One 
Week 3 

• oral histories due anytime this week 
Watkins: Chapters 4 and 5

Terkel: Book Two

Week 4 

Watkins: Chapters 6 and 7
Terkel: Book Two

Week 5 

•  write midterm examination this week
Watkins: Chapters 8 and 9

(no assigned reading in Terkel)

Week 6 

Watkins: Chapters 10 and 11

Terkel: Book Three
Week 7 

•  Factual Papers due anytime this week 
Watkins: Chapters 12 and 13

Terkel: Book Three
Week 8 

Watkins: Chapters 14 and 15

Terkel: Book Four

Week 9

• Interpretive Papers due anytime this week
Watkins: Chapters 16 and 17

Terkel: Book Five

Week 10 

Watkins: Chapter 18 and Postlude

Terkel: Book Five
Statement on Academic Misconduct:

Eastern Oregon University places a high value upon the integrity of its student scholars. Any student found guilty of an act of academic misconduct (including, but not limited to, cheating, plagiarism, or theft of an examination or supplies) may be subject to having his or her grade reduced in the course in question, being placed on probation or suspended from the University, or being expelled from the University—or a combination of these.   Please see Student Handbook at: http://www.eou.edu/saffairs/handbook/honest.html
Statement on Americans with Disabilities:

If you have a documented disability or suspect that you have a learning problem and need accommodations, please contact the Disability Services Program in Loso Hall 234. Telephone: 962-3081.

Syllabus Prepared By:  Paula Humfrey

Date:  22 September 2006







