Eastern Oregon University

College of Arts and Sciences

Course Syllabus

Number of Course:  History 444
Name of Course: History of the Pacific Northwest 
Catalog Description:  

Credit Hours:  5 
Instructor: Name, office location, phone number, email, office hours

Robert Irvine
Distance Education

541-566-2870 Home
541-566 9384 Work (541-377-8350) Cell

Irvine@oregontrail.net
rirvine@eou.edu
Time and place of the course: Distance Education
Required Texts or Suggested Materials:  

Carlos A. Schwantes, 

The Pacific Northwest
Eugene Hunn,


Nch’I-Wana: The Big River Mid Columbia Indians and Their Land

William Kittredge,

Owning It All


William Dietrich,


Northwest Passage
Learning Outcomes: 

History 410 is designed to provide the student with a broad overview of the historical events in the modern Pacific Northwest of Oregon, Washington and Idaho, as well as their causes.  The goal of this course is to acquaint students with major events of the region, their chronology and stimulate creative and critical thought about the history of Pacific Northwest.

Course Requirements: Major assignments, attendance expectations

The course grade will be based on two examinations each worth 100 points, a research paper worth 100 points, three (3) short essays worth 25 points each and participation in discussion groups worth 50 points. 
Grading Policies: 

Grading for the course will be based on a traditional 100-point scale wherein the accumulation of 90% of the possible points or better is an "A," 80% or better is a "B" and so on.  Students will have the opportunity to revise and resubmit any assignment until the university deadline for the term.

“A” level work will demonstrate an understanding of the course material, combined with a clear interpretation that posits a clear thesis, argued consistently throughout the work with support from course materials and other relevant work organized in a logical fashion. 

“B” level work demonstrates familiarity with the course material, combined with an interpretation that addresses the question using evidence and logic.

“C” level work demonstrates understanding of critical events and actors, addresses the question in a clear fashion and argues an interpretation.

“D” level work lacks a clear thesis argued throughout, demonstrates only passing familiarity with the course materials and critical events or actors.
“F” level work fails to address the question, use course materials or argue a consistent interpretation.

 Means of Assessment:

The assignments as noted below demand an interpretation of the events, individuals and institutions covered in the course materials.  By requiring students to analyze the events and argue an interpretation, the course assessment tools provide students with an opportunity to demonstrate their critical thinking skills and their mastery of the course materials. 
Assignment for the First Essay for History 444
In his preface and first chapter Carlos Schwantes argues that the Pacific Northwest, comprised of the states of Idaho, Oregon and Washington, make up a distinct region with a distinct history.  He further argues that it makes sense to study the three states as a historic region, complete with inter-related economies, geographies and stories.  Write an essay that explains why you agree or disagree with Schwantes' argument.  I recommend you look closely at the evidence he uses and critique his reasoning and logic.  You must tell me what you think and why you agree or disagree with his assessment.  Be sure to use relevant examples, but do not simply recount the history of the region or list data.  IF you are going to argue that the region’s lines should cut across state or national boundaries, be sure to justify such a dramatic step by explaining why political history, legal history and citizenship matters less than the criterions you are using.

There is no right or wrong answer, instead work to craft an essay that engages the question and answers it using evidence and examples.  You must do more than provide your opinion, you also must explain why you think the way you do.  Do not neglect contrary evidence.  Consider the evidence Schwantes himself uses, do you find it compelling, why or why not?  

You may want to consider, but are not required to, the purpose for bothering with historical studies in the first place.  What is it that you expect to derive from a class like this?  More to the point why bother to chop up American history in this regional fashion?  I would be happy to discuss the question or your ideas for an answer for this or any other assignment.

Assignment for the Second Essay for History 444
The Pacific Northwest is often described as a place far from the mainstream of American society and events.  In the histories of the region, especially those focusing on the pre-Civil-War period, heroic or tragic individuals tend to capture the stage.  "In such traditional histories the individual is portrayed as placing their distinct stamp on the event(s) in question, as if they operated independently of social, political or economic hierarchies or American culture."

Your assignment is to critique this assessment, especially the underlined in light of the texts and PNW history as you understand it. DO NOT WRITE AN ESSAY THAT SAYS THERE WERE HEROES IN THE REGION.  Of course, there were remarkable people, the question asks about connectivity between the PNW and the rest of the nation.  To answer the question, you must discuss the degree to which the NW was its own separate region, apart from and different from the rest of the US. You might want to use such institutions as the Army, missionaries, political appointees and the notion of Manifest Destiny, as evidence in your essay. As always you must do more than simply list your opinion, you must provide your interpretation of PNW history and include evidence to support your conclusions. Furthermore, I remain happy to answer questions or discuss strategies. 
Assignment for the Third Essay for History 444 – answer 1 of the following, it is your choice
Option 1: A favorite pastime of American historians is to debate the "formative periods" in history. In the Pacific Northwest, this argument often centers on two time periods that historians believe were significant. These two periods are the years, between 1890 and 1914 versus the years between 1929 and 1945. Now it is your turn, what period do you believe was more significant and important in the history of the PNW? Whatever your answer, be sure to define what you mean by most important or significant. Be sure to cite evidence for social, political and economic change in your answer and explain your reasoning. 

Option 2: The economy of the Pacific Northwest throughout the 1800s rested on the production of raw materials, as Schwantes notes when he discusses the idea of a “hinterland.”  Indeed throughout the first four decades the focus remained almost exclusively on producing raw materials, but with World War II, and the rise of companies such as Boeing, or the Kaiser shipyards that began to change.  Today, only a tiny fraction of the original proportion of people working in logging, fishing, mining or agriculture still make a living from producing raw materials.  

What forces were at work in the region to cause or fuel the changing economy?  What other forces came from beyond the region to encourage or force the changes?  How do you explain the changing face of the Pacific Northwest?  As you work to answer the question, do not neglect to consider the changing demographics that pushed a majority of residents to cities.  Specifically, don’t forget that for the vast majority of people who live in the region, their experience is an urban one, and urban forces matter.  From a voting standpoint, they matter more than rural needs or concerns and one need only look at voting patterns to discern this.  

Option 3: What is the most significant or impactful literary work written about, or set in the Pacific Northwest of the 20th Century that could be used in a class like this one?  This literary option should only be taken if you are familiar with some works of fiction set in, or about the Pacific Northwest.  To answer this question you must explain why the book you identify would make sense to use as an adjunct to this class the way that Owning it All is used.  Pick wisely, for example Sometimes A Great Notion is a better Ken Kesey novel than One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest, as a study of the region.  You may want to contact me (the instructor) before moving forward on this option just to make sure that I will not make trouble with you over the choice, but you don’t have to.  
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Mid-Term

Write a complete answer to one (1) of the following questions. Be sure to read the question carefully and answer the whole question, a complete answer must address each part of the question.  Be sure to use and integrate appropriate historical examples. (100 Points)

1.
The history of the period covered until the mid-term emphasizes motion and change.  The arrival of the horse made some tribes more mobile and caused a redefining of boundaries.  Europeans moved into the region, and fought with one another and the Native Americans for control.  The Oregon Trail brought people, animals, plants and disease in unprecedented waves that crashed on the proverbial rocks of Oregon Territory.  Some people argue that in this mix of new peoples, places and motion, a new society is created that is distinct from any of the constituent parts.  This argument would purport that society in the PNW was an amalgamation of British, American, Native American traditions, laws and views, and even Hawaiian, Spanish, Russian, French and Chinese mores get mixed in to create something new and distinct.  For example, Frederick Jackson Turner argued that on the frontier American democracy was recreated and strengthened.  

Write an essay that agrees or disagrees with this argument.  What in Oregon circa 1870 suggests this is true or not.  Because the region was a part of the US you might consider what American traditions, laws and practices changed or did not.  Whichever way you argue, you need to use good examples, evidence and you are well advised to define your terms.

2.
In 1961, the nation began to commemorate the Civil War and its affects on America.  However, in the Pacific Northwest the state of Oregon, for example, did nothing substantial to participate in the centennial.  No major productions, no public expenditures and little fanfare.  The question you have to consider is this:  did the Civil War and the national debate over slavery in the 1850s have any impact in the Pacific Northwest?  Be sure to consider political ramifications for the nascent Republican Party as well as the Democratic Party.  Also, consider the affect on relationships with Native Americans, the spur toward statehood, incentives to immigrate, explore for minerals and engage in trade.  Carefully respond to the question using evidence and examples as well as the facts you have mastered to create a reasoned and logical argument in response.

3.
Why did America and Americans come to dominate and control the Pacific Northwest?  Clearly, the claim of the United States on the region was quite weak, even in 1815 after Lewis & Clark's journey and Astoria.  The British had a strong claim to much of the region through the work of her explorers such as Cook and Vancouver, Frazier and trappers moving into the area.  Spain too had a stronger claim and even tried to intercept Lewis & Clark.  The Russians similarly held a tenuous claim on the region and had ships off the coast with great regularity.  Moreover, some of the most materially well off and powerful tribes in the West resided in the region, but despite this, the region is part of the US, why?  As always, use plenty of examples to support your thesis.
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Final

Write a complete answer to one (1) of the following questions from Each Section.   Be sure to read the questions carefully and answer the whole question, a complete answer must address each part of the question.  Be sure to integrate appropriate historical examples.  Include your name, course AND THE NUMBERS OF THE QUESTIONS YOU ARE ANSWERING clearly indicated.  

Section 1:   Comprehensive Question.  - Chose One (1)

1)  Carlos Schwantes' text has focused on several themes that he finds compelling.  Of course, he could not include extensive commentary and coverage on every topic.  For example very little is given to the Chinese in Oregon, the institution of prostitution or the region's influence on American colonies such as Alaska.  What in your opinion, does he leave out to the detriment to a comprehensive or even well grounded understanding of Pacific Northwest History?  In your essay, identify the key actors or topics you think he omitted or were given insufficient coverage.  Do you, for example, think more about the experience of the Native Americans of the region after 1880 is necessary for a text?  Are there topics too heavily covered that might be cut as well?

There is no right or wrong answer, instead work to craft an essay that engages the question and answers it using evidence and examples.  You must do more than provide your opinion, you also must explain why you think the way you do.  Do consider the main topics Schwantes uses, do you find them compelling, why or why not?  

2.
As you survey the history of the Pacific Northwest, what are the four most important themes that wind their way through the region's history?  Be sure to use plenty of examples and develop your argument carefully.  Why are the themes you have identified more important than others you leave out?  

Do not tell me that the Walla Walla Council was an important trend, it was a single event.  DO NOT pick a thing, like the Oregon Trail.  You could argue that migration was an important trend, but the Oregon Trail is not a trend, or a theme.

Section 2 Questions since the Mid-Term   Answer One (1)

1.
The Pacific Northwest has long had a reputation for being a "Progressive" place.  National commentators pointed to the development of things like the direct election of senators, direct primary law, worker’s compensation, the initiative, recall and maximum hour laws to support this idea.  Later Seattle's election of a female mayor in the 20s, the development of public power, and the post-war growth of environmentalism and land use laws mark the region as progressive.  

Do you agree with this assessment of the Northwest beginning roughly with the rise of Populism, circa 1880, to the present?  A good answer will include a strong thesis statement, a definition of progressivism and the thoughtful use of examples from several different categories.  You may wish to consider, but do not have to, women's suffrage, the KKK, the labor movement, prohibition, Viet Nam and people like Tom McCall.  

2.
"War" some historians have argued, "more than any other event in a peoples history changes and transforms them, and the places they live."  Drawing on your mastery of Pacific Northwest History, agree or disagree with this statement based on your analysis of the impact of the Spanish American War, the First World War and the Second World War.  You may also use Korea and Viet Nam, but you do not have to.  Regardless of how you answer the question, do not neglect to consider contrary evidence, including the Great Depression.

3.
Examine the social changes in the Pacific Northwest that have taken place since World War II.  What do you think are the three to five most important or impactful social changes, movements or trends?  You could, for example talk about the advent of modern environmentalism, you could talk about the change from an industrial to a consumer economy, you could talk about the rise of equal rights, termination and restoration of tribal status, or anything else you deem significant.  

Regardless of what social changes or movements you identify, you need to use examples from the readings, including your own research papers if appropriate.  You also have to argue for the importance and far-reaching affects of the trends you identify.  This is not an invitation for you to write three paragraphs about three changes, but instead you must write a detailed and reasoned argument about the forces that have shaped PNW history over the last fifty years.

Brief Outline of Course: 

Tentative Schedule of Topics and Readings

Please note:   the course is laid out below on a weekly schedule for your convenience and to guide your pacing.  

Week 1 
Hour 1: Course introduction and orientation 
Hour 2: Defining and placing the NW READ: PNW Preface & ch. 1. 
Hour 3: More defining the Northwest. READ: NW Passage Intro & ch. 1. 
Hour 4: Glaciation and the NW's geologic history. READ: NW Passage, ch. 4 & 5. 
Hour 5: The first Northwesterners, anthropologists, creation stories and differences of perspective.

READ: PNW James Cook & ch. 2. 

Week 2 
Hour 1: The Peoples of the Northwest Read: PNW ch. 3; Hunn ch. 1 & 2. 
Hour 2: Aboriginal boundaries, how far east, north and south? 
Hour 3: Coming into the Country READ: Owning It All ch. 1 & 2. 
Hour 4: The Northwest in a global context, Russia, Spain, China, Britain, Hawaii and others. READ:

PNW ch. 4. 
Hour 5: Cultures Collide: READ: Hunn ch. 6. 

First Essay Due 
Proposed Research Paper Topics Due 

Week 3 
Hour 1: Explorers, traders, trappers and missionaries. READ: NW Passage ch. 2 
Hour 2: Home for some, Wilds for others. READ: NW Passage ch. 3. 
Hour 3: The Northwestern "melting pot" 
Hour 4: Whitman, the NW and competing interests. READ: profile of Whitman in PNW. READ-

  OPTIONAL Hunn ch. 3, 4, & 5. 
Hour 5: Settlement READ: PNW ch. 5. 

Week 4 
Hour 1: Finding home, forced out. READ: Hunn ch. 7. 
Hour 2: Politicians & soldiers READ: PNW ch. 6. 
Hour 3: The NW as a social place. READ: NW Passage ch. 6. 
Hour 4: Territorial politics, fighting and Politicking. 
Hour 5: Treaties and intrigue READ: NW Passage. ch. 7. 

2nd Essay Due 



Week 5 
Hour 1: The Civil War in the NW READ: PNW ch. 7. 
Hour 2: Coming into the Country READ: PNW ch. 8. 
Hour 3: Connecting the NW READ: profile of Villard in PNW. 
Hour 4: Transportation READ NW Passage ch. 8. 
Hour 5: EXAM 1 


Week 6 
Hour 1: Mining, Logging, Farming & Fishing READ: PNW ch. 9. 
Hour 2: More Mining Logging, Farming & Fishing 
Hour 3: Transforming the landscape of the NW. READ: PNW ch. 10 & NW Passage ch. 9. 
Hour 4: Natural resource law and the NW a primer. READ: Owning It All ch. 3, Interlude & 4. 
Hour 5: The Inland Empire READ: NW Passage, ch. 10. 


Week 7 
Hour 1: The development of the Eastern NW, its society, immigrants and corridors. READ: PNW ch. 11 

  & Owning It All ch. 5. 
Hour 2: Statehood & Culture READ: PNW ch. 12 & NW Passage ch. 11. 
Hour 3: Imagining a NW, building a modern American NW. READ: PNW ch. 13; Hunn ch. 7. 
Hour 4: Regionalism, refinements and visions. READ: PNW ch. 14. 
Hour 5: Reform and Progressivism: READ: PNW Profile of May Arkwright Hutton pp. 315-325. 

3rd Essay Due 

Week 8 
Hour 1: Progressivism, conservation and the NW. 
Hour 2: Labor's Contribution READ: PNW ch. 15. 
Hour 3: More Labor and WW I. READ: PNW ch. 16. 
Hour 4: Reforms, Crusades and Rebels. 
Hour 5: Upheaval, change and retrenchment, the 1920s. READ: PNW ch. 17. 


Week 9 
Hour 1: The Roaring 20s, and social change. READ: Hunn ch. 8. 
Hour 2: The Great Depression. READ: PNW ch. 18, Owning It All ch. 6. 
Hour 3: Depression and Dams. READ: NW Passage ch. 12 & 13. 
Hour 4: WW II READ: PNW ch. 19. 
Hour 5: Growth and environmental concerns READ: PNW ch. 20 & profile of Tom McCall in PNW. 

Research Paper Due 

Week 10 
Hour 1: Politics in the NW, salmon, energy and personality. READ: PNW ch. 21 & NW Passage ch. 14. 
Hour 2: Environmental flux, tourism and hard feelings. READ: PNW ch. 22 & Owning It All ch. 7. 
Hour 3: Trends and change. READ: NW Passage ch. 15. 
Hour 4: Still a definable Pacific Northwest? READ: PNW Epilogue; Owning It All ch. 8 & 9. 
Hour 5: Discussion of Northwest Passage. READ: NW Passage ch. 16. 

Statement on Academic Misconduct:

Eastern Oregon University places a high value upon the integrity of its student scholars. Any student found guilty of an act of academic misconduct (including, but not limited to, cheating, plagiarism, or theft of an examination or supplies) may be subject to having his or her grade reduced in the course in question, being placed on probation or suspended from the University, or being expelled from the University—or a combination of these.   Please see Student Handbook at: http://www.eou.edu/saffairs/handbook/honest.html
Statement on Americans with Disabilities:

If you have a documented disability or suspect that you have a learning problem and need accommodations, please contact the Disability Services Program in Loso Hall 234. Telephone: 962-3081.

Syllabus Prepared By:  Robert Irvine
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