Eastern Oregon University

College of Arts and Sciences

Course Syllabus

Number of Course:  HIS 328
Name of Course:  The Vikings
Catalog Description:  This course is a unique exploration into the rich history of the Vikings.  It is unique because it is tailored to your personal study & research interests --- allowing you the fullest opportunity for discovery.  Though the broad parameters of the class are outlined below, it is hoped that by the end of the course you will have minimally learned and more fully appreciated the origins, diaspora, culture, marauding, art, literature, mythology, and religion of the Viking peoples.
Credit Hours:  3

Prerequisites:  None, but other History and Social Science courses strongly recommended.

Instructor: Jeffrey Wetherill, Adjunct Professor, History Department, jwetheri@eou.edu
Time and place of the course:  Web Based – Blackboard - Distance Education course
Required Texts or Suggested Materials:  

* Vikings: The North Atlantic Saga by William Fitzhugh, ed. (ISBN: 1560989955)
* The Penguin Historical Atlas of the Vikings by John Haywood (ISBN: 0140513280)

* Vinland Sagas: Norse Discovery of America by Magnus Magnusson, trans. (ISBN: 0140441549)
* Additional reading materials available online
Learning Outcomes: 

* Trace the origins of the Vikings and their geographical settlements across Europe/World.

* Identify the unique features of Viking culture and compare/contrast them with their neighbors.

* Appreciate the artistic expression and literary genius of the Viking peoples.

* Understand the folklore, mythology, and religious beliefs that shaped the Viking worldview.

Course Requirements:  The course takes place online using Blackboard and includes a combination of readings, assignments, and use of communication tools such as email, online discussions, and web-based research exploration.   

Grading/Means of Assessment:  Evaluation and assessments are based on four written assignments  (all equally weighted at 25%) –  1. Book Review -“Viking” textbook of your choice; 2. Interview with “Thor” - an ancient Viking; 3. Discussion Board - weekly postings;  4. The Vinland Sagas - critique and analysis.  Late assignments are not accepted.
Brief Outline of Course: 

· Part 1 – The Viking Homelands
· Part 2 – Viking Raiders

· Part 3 – Vikings in the North Atlantic

· Part 4 – Viking America

· Part 5 – Norse Greenland

· Part 6 – Viking Legacy

Statement on Academic Misconduct:  Eastern Oregon University places a high value upon the integrity of its student scholars. Any student found guilty of an act of academic misconduct (including, but not limited to, cheating, plagiarism, or theft of an examination or supplies) may be subject to having his or her grade reduced in the course in question, being placed on probation or suspended from the University, or being expelled from the University—or a combination of these.   Please see Student Handbook at: http://www.eou.edu/saffairs/handbook/honest.html
Statement on Americans with Disabilities:  If you have a documented disability or suspect that you have a learning problem and need accommodations, please contact the Disability Services Program in Loso Hall 234. Telephone: 962-3081.
Syllabus Prepared By:  Jeffrey Wetherill
Date:  10/8/06 











