Eastern Oregon University

College of Arts and Sciences

Course Syllabus

Number of Course:  HIS 327
Name of Course:  Medieval Ireland: Land of Saints & Scholars
Catalog Description:  This course will examine the history of early Medieval Ireland from its prehistory up to the 12th century. During our study, we will explore the nature of the Celtic peoples, their acceptance of the Christian faith, the role of Saint Patrick and the Celtic Saints, the development of the “Celtic/Irish Church,” conflicts with the Vikings & Anglo-Normans, and Ireland’s influence in shaping later Medieval Europe.
Credit Hours:  5

Prerequisites:  None, but other History and Social Science courses strongly recommended.
Instructor: Jeffrey Wetherill, Adjunct Professor, History Department, jwetheri@eou.edu
Time and place of the course:  Web Based – Blackboard - Distance Education course
Required Texts or Suggested Materials:  

* How the Irish Saved Civilization by Thomas Cahill (ISBN: 0385418493) 
* The Celts: An Illustrated History by Helen Litton (ISBN: 086327577x)
* Sun Dancing by Geoffrey Moorhouse (ISBN: 0156006022)
* Medieval Ireland by Michael Richter (ISBN: 0312158122)

Learning Outcomes: 

* Exhibit a general understanding of the geographical, historical, cultural, linguistic, political, and religious history of the Celtic/Irish people in early Medieval Ireland. 
* Develop an appreciation of the “Celtic/Irish Church” and its remaining evidences – monastic settlements, high crosses, art, writings, and antiquities. 
* Trace the diverse personalities and Saints that shaped early Medieval Ireland and their impact upon the British Isles and Western Europe. 
* Reconstruct the cultural influence of the Vikings & Anglo-Normans upon Irish society along with Ireland’s transformational role in shaping later Medieval Europe.

Course Requirements:  The course takes place online using Blackboard and includes a combination of readings, assignments, and use of communication tools such as email, online discussions, and web-based research exploration.   

Grading/Means of Assessment:  Evaluation and assessment based on five written assignments (all equally weighted at 20%) – 1. Review of Cahill text; 2. Module 1 Response Question Assignment; 3. Module 2 Response Question Assignment; 4. Module 3 Response Question Assignment; 5. Discussion Board Postings/Interactions.  Late assignments are not accepted.

Brief Outline of Course: 

· Module 1 – Celtic Ireland (pre-history up to 5th century)

· Module 2 – Ireland’s Golden Age (6th -8th centuries)

· Module 3 – Vikings & Anglo-Normans (9th – 12th centuries)

Statement on Academic Misconduct:  Eastern Oregon University places a high value upon the integrity of its student scholars. Any student found guilty of an act of academic misconduct (including, but not limited to, cheating, plagiarism, or theft of an examination or supplies) may be subject to having his or her grade reduced in the course in question, being placed on probation or suspended from the University, or being expelled from the University—or a combination of these.   Please see Student Handbook at: http://www.eou.edu/saffairs/handbook/honest.html
Statement on Americans with Disabilities:  If you have a documented disability or suspect that you have a learning problem and need accommodations, please contact the Disability Services Program in Loso Hall 234. Telephone: 962-3081.
Syllabus Prepared By:  Jeffrey Wetherill
Date:  10/8/06 











