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	Course Information: GEOL 122 Geology of the John Day Country
	 MERGEFIELD UWR 

	Course Delivery Mode: Online
	CRN:  32645
	Credits:  2
	Gen Ed: N
	New Gen Ed:  MERGEFIELD NEW_GE 

	Instructor:  

Kendall Baxter MERGEFIELD instructor_name 
E-mail:
kbaxter@eou.edu 

	Prerequisites:   MERGEFIELD PREREQ 

	Additional Course Fees:  MERGEFIELD FEE_DESC 

	Notes:   Self-guided field trip.

	Blackboard Course: No.  No IF  = "Yes" "For more information, go to http://www.eou.edu/bbhelp.  Click on Welcome to BlackBoard: Steps to begin using BlackBoard at EOU (pdf format).  See your syllabus for any other specific instructions." "" 


	Testing Information: This course uses No Exams. No Exams IF  = "Proctored Online Exams" "You will find proctor information and online forms to order exams at: http://www.eou.edu/dde/webadv/forms/testing.html. Please be aware that some proctoring agencies now charge a per exam fee. EOU has no authority to regulate these fees." " No Exams IF  = "Proctored Hard Copy Exams" "You will find proctor information and online forms to order exams at: http://www.eou.edu/dde/webadv/forms/testing.html. Please be aware that some proctoring agencies now charge a per exam fee. EOU has no authority to regulate these fees." "No Exams IF  = "Proctored Blackboard Exams" "You will find proctor information and online forms to order exams at: http://www.eou.edu/dde/webadv/forms/testing.html. Please be aware that some proctoring agencies now charge a per exam fee. EOU has no authority to regulate these fees." "" 
"
"
 


	To get started with your course: visit the DDE web site at: http://www.eou.edu/dde/Courses/HowToStart.htm.  Be sure to look at the Dates and Deadlines for this term.


IMPORTANT NOTICES:

The instructor for this course allows students two terms for course completion.  two terms IF  = "two terms" "The two term option is only available to students who are not receiving federal financial aid.  Eligible students MUST select this option in Webster.  See the instructor portion of the syllabus for other two term restrictions." "" 
The two term option is only available to students who are not receiving federal financial aid.  Eligible students MUST select this option in Webster.  See the instructor portion of the syllabus for other two term restrictions.

Federal Financial Aid:  Students who are receiving federal financial aid must complete this course in one term.  Further financial aid information can be found at: http://www.eou.edu/dde/webadv/finaid.html
EOU E-Mail Account:  EOU policy REQUIRES students to have access to their EOU email account for all electronic academic correspondence from EOU to students. Follow the steps to access your e-mail account.  

Student Code of Conduct:  http://www.eou.edu/saffairs/handbook/condct.html 

Computer & Telecommunications Acceptable Use Policy:  http://www.eou.edu/comp/aup.html 

Learning Disabilities:  If you have a documented disability or suspect that you have a learning problem, please contact the Disability Services Office at 541-962-3081 or e-mail Pat Arnson parnson@eou.edu.

Turn in Assignments:  Please read your syllabus carefully for assignment requirements.  If you are to mail or fax your assignments to DDE, attach a DDE Assignment Coversheet to each assignment.  Assignment coversheets can be found at: http://www.eou.edu/dde/webadv/forms/coversheets.html.  If you are to submit your assignments electronically, enter the subject line as: [Your last name], [Course Prefix / Number], [brief description of assignment] and put your full name and course on the first page of each attachment.  

Track your Assignments: You can track the status of assignments and exams routed through the La Grande DDE office at: http://www.eou.edu/dde/Courses/Assign.htm.

  Questions:

Syllabi and course designated e-mail address:
Lynne Tilley, ltilley@eou.edu 1-800-544-2195 x 6

Online Exams:
Travis Paulson, tpaulson@eou.edu 1-800-544-2195 x 8

Hard Copy Exams, Assignment/Exam Tracking; WPE:
Lynne Tilley, ltilley@eou.edu 1-800-544-2195 x 6
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EASTERN OREGON UNIVERSITY

DIVISION OF DISTANCE EDUCATION

COURSE SYLLABUS
Course Number:
GEOL 122
Course Name:
Geology of the John Day Country

Instructor:
Kendall Baxter


kbaxter@eou.edu 

Course Description:


This is a field-oriented course utilizing a text and other reading material developed by the instructor to assist the student in an independent study of the John Day region of North-Central Oregon.  Special emphasis will be placed on the fossils and fossil beds.

Credits:
2 (two)

Prerequisites:
None

Mode of Instruction:
Self-Guided Field Trip

Objectives:


· To illustrate some important fundamental principles of geology (e.g., stratigraphic relationships, fossils, and their formation and preservation) utilizing the local geology

· To become familiar with the important formations and rock types in the area with special emphasis on their relationship to fossil preservation
· To appreciate the international significance of the fossil assemblage of the fossil bed area

· To become familiar with a few of the important fossil species with special emphasis on their relationship to the environment of the time.

Text and Required Materials:

Roadside Geology of Oregon by Alt and Hyndman

Some of the above materials are only available for purchase through the EOU Bookstore at http://www.eoubookstore.com. 

Course Content:

Roadside Text:

· Provides general background material and direction to independently investigate the geology of the John Day area

· The town of John Day lies at the southern end of the so-called gold belt of Eastern Oregon where some of the richest deposits occurred.  

· To the west of John Day lies the internationally famous John Day Fossil Beds, now incorporated into the John Day National Monument.

· The fossil bed area will be emphasized in this course.

· Provides general background and various materials to be included in the reading materials to provide more specific information on this topic.

Field Guide:

· Suggests various activities, such as picture taking, collection of materials, recording of impressions, etc. to be accomplished at various locations during the trip

· Photographs, collected materials and written materials will be organized and submitted to the instructor, along with a trip diary as part of the requirements

· Care must be taken to collect materials only where specifically permitted.

Evaluation:

1. Submission of materials generated from the Activity Guide 

a. An album format is the most commonly used.  Maps, logs, trip diary material, brochures acquired at locations along the way, etc. can be included in the presentation where appropriate.  It should go without saying that your project should be neat and attractive.  A pile of pictures with information scribbled on the back is not acceptable.  With all the computer graphics now commonly available, it should not be a problem to attractively format and caption your material.

b. Rock samples are best when they are submitted in a small size that can be put into a small plastic box.  I suggest that you might try a plastic pillbox.  This way the samples can easily be organized and are small enough that postage will not be outrageous.

Your rock samples will only be returned upon your request.

Please note this on your coversheet if you want them returned.  
Grading Method:
(1)
Letter Grade (A-F) or

(2)
S/U option (satisfactory/unsatisfactory not calculated in your GPA).  If registering on-line, follow-up by downloading a S/U option form from the DDE website at:  http://www.eou.edu/dde/webadv/forms/registration.html, then fax or mail it to the DDE office.  This option can also be selected on the paper registration form if you are not registering online.

Time Schedule: 

The Field Trip is to be scheduled at the convenience of the student.  The length of the field trip and the time involved in the directed or required activities of the field trip would suggest typically a two-day field trip if originating from the Portland area.  If financial aid regulations make it necessary to complete in one term, you should complete the field trip by the fifth week of the term.  This will allow several weeks to compile & compose your project.

Costs Involved:
Dependent on individual circumstances, plans, and tastes.

Syllabus Prepared By:
Dr. Kendall W. Baxter

Syllabus Approved for posting for the 2004-05 year by Dr. Kendall Baxter April 15, 2004

Syllabus Approved for posting for the 2005-06 year by Dr. Kendall Baxter June 23, 2005

GEOL 122 Geology of the John Day Country

ACTIVITY GUIDE

Instructor’s Notes for the Geology of the John Day Country Field Course

Online Course

Introduction:


The instructor’s philosophy relating to this type of course is very nicely expressed in Alt and Hyndman’s preface to Roadside Geology of Oregon.  It is possible for students to gain an appreciation and basic understanding of their geologic surrounding without an extensive technical or professional background.  This familiarization is aided by those professional experts such as Alt and Hyndman, Ms. Gunckel* and Ted Frend*.  They have the ability to communicate geologic principles and to describe geologic concepts in relatively non-technical terminology.  


Where technical geologic terms are used in publications (sometimes these terms are the same words we use in our everyday language, but with more restricted or more precise meanings in the realm of geology) they almost always are presented in such a way that they can be understood within the context of the narrative.  In other words, the material is readable and understandable for those of you who have little or no background in geology.   A geologic time scale and short glossary are included in Roadside Geology and a brief glossary in Frend’s road log for additional help.

Suggested Field Trip Materials:

These materials should be taken with you on your trip.

· Roadside Geology of Oregon by Alt and Hyndman

· Field Guide for GEOL 310-Geology of the John Day Country containing Roadlogs by Gunckel and Frend

· A reliable camera and film—I can’t emphasize too strongly the reliability and familiarity of the camera.  Acceptable photographs must be submitted as a major part of the course requirements

· A Map of the Oregon Highway System

· Notebook

· Paper or plastic bags for collection of materials—Ziploc types are ideal

· Binoculars (optional)

· Hand Lens or Magnifying Glass (optional)

Required Reading:

· Completely familiarize yourself with Gunckel’s field guide and road log.  It will provide the basic information for most of the activities of the course.  As is apparent, this field guide was designed for younger students accompanied by an instructor but will serve nicely as a guide for the self-guided study of the geology of the area.

· The book, Roadside Geology of Oregon, has been selected to provide a general background of the regional geology.  

Chapters 1 and 2
--provide generalized geologic maps and road logs along the major highways in the area

--describe geologic evolution and setting of the entire state

--Should be read for general background purposes.

Section V
The Volcanic Plateaus

--describes more specifically the geologic evolution of the area directly relevant to this course

--directly correspond to the area covered in the Gunckel’s field guide.

Field Trip Activities:

THE FIELD TRIP IS THE CORE OF THE COURSE.  The reading assignments provide the necessary background and guidance, but the field trip activities generate the material that will indicate your involvement and understanding and provide the basis for evaluation of the course.

A general guide to the field trip activity might be expressed in the following way:  to thoroughly and accurately illustrate Gunckel’s verbal material.  Your job is to produce an illustrated field guide to the John Day Country.  This guide should convey to me, visually, the important, interesting, and characteristic features, formations and relationships described in the guide.  Each picture and/or illustration should be captioned with relevant information such as location, proper name, if it has one, and particularly the geologic description of the feature.

It has already been noted that the project is the part of overall activity that tells me how thorough and conscientious you have been in carrying out the activities of the course, as well as, how professional you have been in putting the project, itself together.  This course is an upper division college course and the care and effort in producing the project should reflect this.  

Some Random Thoughts:

1) Although collection of specimens is discouraged by Ms. Gunckel, I feel the judicious selection of small specimens of rock types characteristic of the important formations of the John Day Country is appropriate in our situation.  Roadcuts and stream deposits often provide sources of these specimens.  Remember, NO COLLECTING is allowed within the National Monument boundaries.

2) At the very beginning of the road log a trip of a mile or two on the gravel road up the John Day River provides a spectacular view of the palisades type topography created by erosion of the mud flows (lahars) described in the guide.  It’s a worthwhile ten minutes and picture or two of this location would impress the instructor.

3) The cultural history of this area is intimately related to geology.  This trip is an opportunity to get a feel for the culture and cultural history of a very sparsely populated area with tiny towns and scattered ranches.  Try, for example, to come up with two county seats anywhere else in the country with a combined population of about 800 (Moro and Fossil).  I mention this because if you are coming to study the area from the Portland area, a logical route would be to leave I-84 at Biggs and take Highway 97 south through Moro (county seat of Sherman County) to Shaniko (a ghost town with a fascinating history, something like the Dodge City of Oregon), then Highway 218 to Antelope and on a few more miles to Clarno (now a single ranch bed and breakfast) and the beginning of the road log.  Fossil (county seat of Wheeler County) has a very nice little museum with some excellent displays relating to the paleontological importance of the area.  Visit the museum if possible.  Also ask for directions to the fossil beds near the High School and include a specimen from this location with your project. Overnight accommodations in the general area will need to be considered somewhere along the route since two days will probably be needed to complete the activities.  The town of John Day has several motels and all other accommodations one would need, but is about 40 miles east of the eastern most part of the road log route.  
4) Your rock samples will only be returned upon your request.  Please note this on your coversheet if you want them returned.  

5) The evaluation of the course will be based entirely on your project.
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