Eastern Oregon University

College of Arts and Sciences

Course Syllabus

Number of Course:  ANTH 440
Name of Course:  Archaeology and Sustainability: Rise and Fall of Ancient Civilizations
Catalog Description: This course focuses on the rise and fall of prehistoric and historic complex civilizations throughout North America, Mesoamerica, Europe, and Asia. Discussions will focus on the various cultural, social, political, economic, and environmental reasons argued for collapse. It is hoped that by learning about the collapse of past civilizations, we will understand more fully the sustainability of today’s complex societies. 
Credit Hours: 5  

Prerequisites: Background in the Social Sciences with intensive reading and writing.
Instructor: Dr. Guy L. Prouty 

E-mail address: gprouty@eou.edu
Time and place of the course: Online web course, currently taught at least twice a year
Required Texts or Suggested Materials:

· Scarre, Christopher and Brian M. Fagan. Ancient Civilizations (2003). Prentice Hall.

An excellent introduction to the rise and fall of ancient civilizations and the various issues of sustainability. This excellent comparative book explores the various processes of the formation of agricultural based cities in both the Old and New Worlds.

· You will have the opportunity to search the Web for up to date articles on the rise and fall of complex societies. 
Learning Outcomes: By the end of this course, the student should be able to:

1) Explain why we should study the rise and fall of complex ancient civilizations in today’s modern world.
2) Discuss and analyze theoretical constructs on the mechanisms of collapse (decreasing marginal returns and economic problems, resource depletion, and population growth, etc.).
3) Analyze and explain the transformation from hunting and gathering to the early rise of agriculture, domestication, and city/states.

4) Discuss and understand case studies of collapse: Mesopotamians, Egyptians, Chinese, Romans, the Classic Maya, and the Chacoans in the American Southwest

5) Analyze and understand the implications of collapse and sustainability for modern civilizations.

Course Requirements: Grading is based on weekly critical commentaries of assigned readings and lectures, participation, short answer essay tests, and online quizzes.
Grading Policies:  The grade assessments are as follows:

2 Exams @ 200 points each




400 

50.0%
6 Commentaries plus discussion @ 50 points each 

300 

37.5%

4 Quizzes @ 25 points each 




100 

12.5%

TOTALS 


800 

100.0%

Extra Credit 50

The following scale will be used to establish final grades.
A 95-100% 

B- 80-82% 

D+ 67-69%

A- 90-94% 

C+ 76-79% 

D 63-66%

B+ 87-89% 

C 73-75% 

D- 60-62%

B 83-86% 

C- 70-72% 

F <60%
Means of Assessment: The following assignments will assess each outcome:

Outcome 1: readings, participation in discussion forum, critical commentaries, quizzes
Outcome 2: readings, participation in discussion forum, critical commentaries, quizzes
Outcome 3: readings, participation in discussion forum, critical commentaries, quizzes
Outcome 4: readings, participation in discussion forum, critical commentaries, quizzes, exams 
Outcome 5: readings, participation in discussion forum, critical commentaries, quizzes, exams 
Brief Outline of Course: This course focuses on the rise and fall of prehistoric and historic complex civilizations throughout North America, Mesoamerica, Europe, and Asia. Discussions will focus on the various cultural, social, political, economic, and environmental reasons argued for collapse. It is hoped that by learning about the collapse of past civilizations we will understand more fully the sustainability of today’s complex societies.

General Education Category and Outcomes: N/A
University Writing Requirement Outcomes:  N/A

Statement on Academic Misconduct: Eastern Oregon University places a high value upon the integrity of its student scholars. Any student found guilty of an act of academic misconduct (including, but not limited to, cheating, plagiarism, or theft of an examination or supplies) may be subject to having his or her grade reduced in the course in question, being placed on probation or suspended from the University, or being expelled from the University—or a combination of these.   Please see Student Handbook at: http://www.eou.edu/saffairs/handbook/honest.html
Statement on Americans with Disabilities: If you have a documented disability or suspect that you have a learning problem and need accommodations, please contact the Disability Services Program in Loso Hall 234. Telephone: 962-3081.

Syllabus Prepared By:  Guy L. Prouty and Kathleen A. Dahl

Date:  October 2006
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