Eastern Oregon University

College of Arts and Sciences

Course Syllabus

Number of Course:  ANTH 424
Name of Course:  Sacagawea: Truth and Legend 
Catalog Description: A course designed to help students explore the images of Sacagawea and other Native American women in United States history and culture.  Sacagawea was the young Shoshone woman who, along with her husband and infant son, joined the Lewis and Clark expedition in North Dakota and accompanied them to the Pacific Ocean and back.  We will examine how her presence on this historic journey has been reported and interpreted over the generations, and what this reveals about non-Indian Americans’ views of native women and their relationships with others, especially white men. 

Credit Hours: 2 

Prerequisites: There are no specific prerequisites for this course, but students are strongly encouraged to have had previous experience with anthropology, sociology, history, or other social sciences. It’s also good to have strong writing skills.

Instructor: Dr. Kathleen A. Dahl
E-mail address: kdahl@eou.edu 
Time and place of the course: Offered as weekend/regional course through DDE usually once a year. 

Required Texts or Suggested Materials:

· The Making of Sacagawea: A Euro-American Legend, by Donna J. Kessler, Prentice-Hall, 1996.

· Short articles and/or relevant websites as needed.
Learning Outcomes: By the end of this course, the student should be able to:

1) Summarize some of the symbolic meanings attached to Sacagawea by different segments of American society.

2) Analyze and discuss Euroamerican society’s images of Sacagawea and other native women like Pocahontas and Marie Dorian.

3) Identify some of the themes expressed in the various legends and stories told about Sacagawea.

4) Describe how the story of Sacagawea is in part a story about Indian-white relations in general.

5) Discuss some of the tensions between non-Indian and Indian interpretations of and claims about Sacagawea and other native women.

Course Requirements: Grades will be based on a combination of points awarded for attendance, participation, and general preparedness during the classroom sessions, any short in-class assignments (such as group presentations), and the final project (take-home essay). Attendance is required at both the Friday and Saturday sessions of the course.  

Grading Policies:  Evaluation and grades are based on participation and preparedness during classroom sessions (approximately 25%) and satisfactory completion of final take-home project, essay(s), or exam within specified time period following the weekend session (75%).

Means of Assessment: The following assignments will assess course outcomes.
· Attendance and evidence for participation and preparedness in classroom session (Outcomes # 1-5)

· Take-home project(s)  (Outcomes #1-5)

Brief Outline of Course: In addition to examining the images and interpretations of the life of Sacagawea, we will look at the images of other legendary Native American women as well, including Pocahontas and Marie Dorian, a native woman famous in the history of the Pacific Northwest.  All three women have been lauded for the critical assistance given to white men; we will explore what this means in terms of white interpretations of Native American women’s roles in history.  We will also analyze the widespread dichotomy between the “princess” and the “squaw” that has influenced much thinking and writing about native women.

General Education Category and Outcomes: N/A
University Writing Requirement Outcomes:  N/A

Statement on Academic Misconduct: Eastern Oregon University places a high value upon the integrity of its student scholars. Any student found guilty of an act of academic misconduct (including, but not limited to, cheating, plagiarism, or theft of an examination or supplies) may be subject to having his or her grade reduced in the course in question, being placed on probation or suspended from the University, or being expelled from the University—or a combination of these.   Please see Student Handbook at: http://www.eou.edu/saffairs/handbook/honest.html
Statement on Americans with Disabilities: If you have a documented disability or suspect that you have a learning problem and need accommodations, please contact the Disability Services Program in Loso Hall 234. Telephone: 962-3081.

Syllabus Prepared By:  Kathleen A. Dahl

Date:  October 2006
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