Syllabus

ECON 334

U.S. Economic History

Term: Winter 2004.

Day and Time: TWR 11:00 - 12:30, ACK 114, 5 cr.

Instructor: Alex Steenstra, Ph.D.

Office Hours: 11:00 - 11:50 M, 9:00 - 9:50 TWR or by appointment.

Office: ACK 102.

Phone: 962-3371.

Email: steensa@eou.edu
Required Texts:
The Economic Transformation of America by Aaron Singer and Robert Heilbroner.

Time on the Cross: The Economics of American Negro Slavery by Robert William Fogel and Stanley L. Engerman.

Catalog Description:
A study and critical analysis of the role of business in society.  Emphasis on the interaction between the forces of technological, social, political, and economic change in the business enterprise.  The ethical and legal obligation of the business person to the customers, owners, employees, and the public will be examined through case study analysis.

Course Objectives:
The objective of this course is to explore the roots of the changes, including the role of business, of the U.S. economy in order to understand the present and speculate about the future.  The subject matter is the growth and development of the giant U.S. market economy from very small, inconsequential beginnings.

Learning Outcomes:
Students will be able to describe and explain key factors and developments in U.S. economic growth and be able to critically evaluate the role and ethical responsibility of business in business practices, government policies, and important social issues.  Students will be able to present, orally and in writing, the results of their research in group and individual projects.

Means of Assessment:
The means of assessment consists of written and oral components.  The written assessment component includes a book review, a research paper, short papers, and examinations.  The oral assessment component includes individual oral presentations.  The learning outcomes will be achieved if the student passes the course requirements with a grade of C- or higher based on the grading scale below.

Course Requirements:
1.  Class participation and writing assignments
300 points.

2.  One book review
200 points.

3.  One research paper
300 points.

4.  Two examinations
200 points.

Total Points Possible
1,000 points.

Grading:
930-1,000 points: 
 A  

900-929 points:
A- 

880-899 points:
B+

830-879 points:
B  

800-829 points:
B- 

780-799 points:
C+

730-779 points:
C  

700-729 points:
C- 

680-699 points:
D+

630-679 points:
D  

600-629 points:
D- 

<600 points:
F   

Note:
No incompletes will be given without a reasonable excuse.  Academic dishonesty and plagiarism, the copying of someone else’s words or ideas without acknowledgment, are unacceptable and will result in a course grade of F.  Extra credit will not be given.

Approach to Class:
Complete the assigned readings and assignments prior to class.  Take notes in class since the exam questions will be based mainly on class discussions and lectures.  The textbook is important but should be considered as complementary to the lectures.  Class participation will only enhance your grade!

Class Participation and Writing Assignments:
Each student’s work in this course will involve interactive learning not only between instructor and students but also between the students themselves.  For this process to be successful, it is essential that students attend class and come prepared to discuss the materials assigned for that day.  Weekly writing assignments will ask you to synthesize the material, critically evaluate class discussions, and summarize the readings.  An important part of your grade for this assignment is class attendance.  200 points are based on your written work and the other 100 points are based on your attendance and participation in class (if you have more than two unexcused absences you will get 0 points for attendance).

Writing Assignments:
All writing assignments require you to synthesize, critically evaluate, and summarize the assigned readings for a topic area.  There are five topic areas and assignments.  Each assignment will have specific instructions in addition to the above requirement; read and follow them carefully!  You will be graded on your ability to demonstrate your understanding of the assigned readings, class discussions, and their relevance to American society.  Careful reading, evaluation and clear expression of your ideas are essential ingredients in this exercise.  The substance of your writing is of primary concern but errors in writing (spelling, grammar, etc.) will lower your grade.

Writing Assignment #1:
This essay should be no longer than two double-spaced typewritten pages.  In your essay incorporate the answers to the following questions:

1. How do the authors use the terms material life, economic life, and capitalism, to analyze U.S. Economic History?  

2. What are your expectations for this course?  

3.  List the course requirements, that is, what work is required of you?

Writing Assignment #2:
This essay should be no longer that three double-spaced typewritten pages.  In your essay address the following questions/prompts:

Discuss the role of the labor force in U.S. economic growth.  How did the U.S. respond to the shortage of labor in the period 1600-1770s?  Be sure to discuss the major changes in the demographics of the labor force.  Are the various responses to the labor shortage during this period manifested in cities and rural life today?  Explain.

Writing Assignment #3:
This essay should be no longer than three double-spaced typewritten pages.  In your essay address the following questions/prompts: 

Many people believe that American capitalism was and is the “purest” form of capitalism, that is, there was minimal government intervention in the economy.  Do you agree or disagree with this notion?  In your answer consider the period 1600-1870 and discuss some specific examples to support your response.  What was Jefferson’s view of America?

Writing Assignment #4:
This essay should be no longer than four double-space typewritten pages.  In your essay address the following questions/prompts:

1.  Heilbroner argues: “The process of economic growth . . . has gradually required . . . government . . . to protect the market mechanism from destroying itself.”  Discuss some of the negative consequences of U.S. economic growth and how specific policies and institutions were developed to maintain a viable market system.  

2.  Explain, with the use of examples, the role of technology in U.S. economic development that significantly changed material and economic life.  Are these changes for the better or the worse?  Explain.

3.  The website of the AFL-CIO and the International Labour Conference (ILO) states:

In the United States, backward labor laws continue to prevent millions of working families from winning a voice at work by forming unions. . . . Economic growth is essential but not sufficient to ensure equity, social progress, and the eradication of poverty, confirming the need for the ILO to promote strong social policies and democratic institutions. . . . In seeking to maintain the link between social progress and economic growth, the guarantee of fundamental principles and rights at work is of particular significance in that it enables the persons concerned to claim freely and on the basis of equality of opportunity their fair share of the wealth which they have helped to generate, and to achieve full their human potential.

 
What role did Taylorism play in the development and demands of unions?  Why was and is the American labor response to industrialization and economic growth “backward and weak,” that is, why was and is there a lack of strong social policies in the U.S.?

Writing Assignment #5:
This essay should be no longer than four double-space typewritten pages.  In your essay address the following questions/prompts:

1.  What is the legacy of the Great Depression?  Discuss in some detail the most important changes in the social structure of accumulation from 1929-1970.  

2.  Discuss the following statement:  “The only ethical obligation a business has is to maximize profits.”  Do you agree or disagree?

3.  What major changes in the social structure of accumulation do you believe we will see in the 21st century?  Explain.

4.  If you were talking to a friend and she’d ask you, “What is the most significant new aspect of U.S. economic history that you have learned in this course?”  How would you respond?  Explain why you feel it is important to you and her.

Book Review:
This paper should be no more than five double-spaced typewritten pages.  You will be graded on your ability to critically evaluate the book Time on the Cross.  It is important to show your ability to demonstrate your understanding of the book and the relevance and implications of the book to American society.  Careful study of the book and clear expression of your ideas are essential ingredients in this exercise.  The substance of your writing is of primary concern but errors in writing (spelling, grammar, etc.) will lower your grade.  The book report is due Thursday, February 5th, 2004.  Late papers will not be accepted.

Requirements:

1.  Evaluation of book’s theses and understanding of the book:
One approach to writing this book report is to discuss the strengths and weaknesses of the theses, that is, offer theses and rebuttals.

Another approach is to focus on some of the following issues and discuss the book’s relevant theses/arguments and evidence and counter arguments and evidence:

1. Was slavery doomed without the Civil War?

1. Why were there so few slave uprisings?

1. Is it possible on the basis of economics to deduce how “well off” slaves were compared to other groups?

1. What was the quality of life for slaves?

1. Why did slavery persist?

1. Is the analysis of a Southern slave plantation as a small-scale enterprise run on strict maximizing principles appropriate?

2.  Documentation:
No matter what approach you choose, you must incorporate outside sources in your paper.  You are required to incorporate at least three academic journal articles and three other sources (Internet, magazines, etc.) into your paper.  It is not enough to merely give me your opinion as a rebuttal to the theses; you must do some research to support your opinions.  The above minimum requirement is not a set number of sources; use as many as needed to make your arguments.  Also, it is important to use appropriate data and passages from the book.  However, I am not interested in reading five pages of quotations!  Keep the quotes to a minimum; tell me in your own words as much as possible the theses and arguments but do not plagiarize, that is, give credit where credit is due!  At the end of the paper attach a list of references used in the paper.  This page does not count as one of the pages of the report; it is in addition to the above requirement.  You may use any reference style but you need to be consistent!

3.  Relevance and Implications:
In your report, explain why the book is, or is not, relevant today and what, if any, the implications are for American society.  This should only be a minor part of the report, perhaps two paragraphs but no more than one page.  You do not have to treat this as a separate part of the report, most likely you will address this as you develop your arguments.

Research Paper:
The paper should be no longer than seven double-spaced typewritten pages.  You may select your own topic but your research should address a major current or not so current development in the U.S. economy history and its impact on American society and/or local society.  Part of this assignment is an oral presentation of your paper.  The oral component is worth 100 points and the written component is worth 200 points.  Again, the substance of your research and writing is of primary concern but errors in writing (spelling, grammar, etc.) will lower your grade.  The paper is due Thursday, March 4th, 2004 at the beginning of class.  Late papers will not be accepted.

Requirements:
1.  Length of Paper.
Your research paper is required to be no longer than 7 pages.  Note that this requirement is for no more than 7 full typewritten double spaced pages.  Failure to meet the page requitement will have negative implications on your grade.  Footnotes/endnotes do not count towards the minimum page requirement but may be used to cite literature not directly germane to your argument, expand on points you made in the body of your paper, etc.  Research paper of less than 5 pages will receive a grade of F for the assignment.
2.  Bibliographic Requirements.
At a minimum you are to incorporate three books, four academic journal articles, and four other sources (Internet, newspapers, government documents, magazines, etc.) into the text of the paper.  Note that you are required to incorporate these sources into your paper (or footnotes/endnotes), instead of providing a vague list of references that are not explicitly used in the body of your paper.

3.  Organization of Paper.
Your paper should consist of several coherent sections.  At a minimum all papers should have an introduction, a review of the applicable literature, and a conclusion.  You should provide separate headings for each section of the paper.  It is up to your discretion as to organize the rest of your paper but all papers must include the above sections.

4.  Use of Quotations.
Applicable quotations drawn form the pertinent literature are always beneficial in illustrating key points you are attempting to make.  However, an over-reliance on quotations is demonstrative proof of a lack of independent thought and/or attempts to stretch your paper to meet minimum length requirements.  You are expected to generate at least 5 pages entirely of your own independent critical thought.
5.  References.
You are required to provide complete and accurate citations for all literature included in your research paper.  At the end of your paper attach a list of references used.  This page does not count towards the minimum page requirement.  References listed at the end of the paper must include the following information (papers): author, title, name of journal, volume number, month or season of publication, year of publication, and inclusive page numbers; and (books): author, title, city of publication, publisher, and year of publication. You may use any reference style but you need to be consistent!

Term Paper Timeline:
1.  Proposed Paper Topic - Week Four.
All students are to meet with the instructor by Thursday, January 29th, 2004 to discuss their proposed paper topic and possible approaches and sources.

2.  Extended Bibliography and Proposal - Week Six.
You will be required to submit a 150 word typewritten proposal of your paper, along with an extended bibliography of at least 4 books, 5 academic journal articles, and 5 other sources by Thursday, February 12th, 2004.

3.  Rough Draft of Paper - Week Seven.
A rough draft, demonstrating sufficient progress to complete the project on time, approximately 3-4 pages long is due Thursday, February 19th, 2004.
4.  Final Completed Paper - Week Nine.
The final paper is due Thursday, March 5th 2004 at the beginning of class.

5.  Class Presentation - Week Ten.
Your attendance is required for all class sessions in which class presentations will be made.  Any unexcused absences during class presentations will result in a grade of F for your presentation.

Examination:
The examination will consist of essay questions and covers the reading assignments, lectures, and the issues discussed in class.  The final is scheduled for Tuesday, March 18th, from 1:00-3:00.  There will be no make up exam.

EOU’s Academic Honesty Code:
Students have responsibility for abiding by the University’s Academic Honesty Code.  The following is an excerpt from the Code (see the Student Handbook for the entire Code).

Provisions of the Academic Honesty Code are:

2. Collaboration while taking any quizzes, in-class examinations, or take home examinations without the instructor’s written approval is forbidden. . . .

3. Plagiarism or representation of the work of others as one’s own is forbidden. . . .

4. Explicit approval by all instructors is required if the same work is to be submitted to more than one course, even if it is not within the same term.

Violation of the Academic Honesty Code may result in both academic and behavioral penalties including possible suspension or expulsion from the University.

