EASTERN OREGON UNIVERSITY

School of Arts and Sciences

Course Syllabus


Course Number:

Art 205
Course Name:

Art History II
Description:  A general survey of world art movements from the 15th through 18th centuries.   Components of the course include slide lectures, readings, presentations, and creative projects. 

Credit Hours:

3

Instructor:
Jessica Plattner

Loso 221 Ext. 2-3337
   
jplattne@eou.edu
Office Hours:
Tues / Thurs  2 – 4 PM   (or by appointment)

Room and Time:
M - W 
3:00 – 4:20 PM
Loso 115

Required Text:

Art Past/Art Present by David Wilkins, et al

Suggested Text:

A Short Guide to Writing About Art by Sylvan Barnet

General Education 
Disciplinary Breadth, Category One:
Outcomes:
Study of Aesthetics and Humanities:

"A liberally educated person should be familiar with the methodology, practice, and controversies regarding interpretation of texts (in the most general sense)...Upon completion of course work in this category, students should be able to identify and distinguish between genres and cultures, delineate and analyze aesthetic features of cultural artifacts and make sound aesthetic judgments, read critically, differentiate fields of inquiry within the humanities, discuss historical context, integrate knowledge through humanistic inquiry, and express themselves effectively."
In this course, the "texts" we interpret will be works of art, from the European Renaissance through the 18th century.  In order to gain the skills necessary to interpret art, we will look at many images, read differing viewpoints, and discuss ideas about artists and art-making.  Reading is from the required text as well as outside articles.  

Learning Outcomes:
Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to:

--Recognize broad historical styles of art.

--Recognize individual styles of various artists.

--Understand the cultural, social, political, and economic context of artworks.


--Write clear and compelling analyses of works of art from different periods.

--Use knowledge creatively.

--Carry on fascinating cocktail-party conversation on the topic of art.

Means of Assessment:
5 %
Participation/Attendance


10%
Midterm Exam

15 %
Short Homework Assignments

15 %  
Mid-Term Paper

20 %  
Outside Reading Assignments

20 %  
Final Project/Paper







15 %  
Final Exam

Academic Misconduct:
Eastern Oregon University places a high value upon the integrity of its student 

scholars.  Any student found guilty of academic misconduct (including, but not limited to, cheating, plagiarism, or theft of an examination or supplies) may be subject to having his or her grade reduced in the course, being placed on probation or suspended from the university, being expelled from the university, and/or breaking the professor’s heart.  Please see section II of Student Handbook and Planning Calendar.

Learning Disabilities:
If you have a documented disability or suspect that you have a learning disability 

and need reasonable accommodations, please contact the Disability Services Program in Loso Hall 234.  Telephone: 962 – 3081
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Course Outline:










Reading:  Art Past / Art Present

Week One









          1 – 21, 227-337


Jan. 5

Introduction:
“I love it!  What is it?”






Jan. 7

Experiencing, Viewing, and Analyzing Art






Week Two










238 - 259


Jan. 12

The Idea of a Renaissance





Jan. 14

HOMEWORK ONE DUE 

Early Renaissance: Italy vs. Flanders




Week Three










260 - 277


Jan. 19

NO CLASS  Martin Luther King, Jr. Day



“Sophonisba Anguissola”





         by Arthur Danto


Jan. 21

HOMEWORK TWO DUE

Truth and Illusion: Portraiture















Week Four










279 - 289


Jan. 26

Sixteenth Century:  High Renaissance: Michelangelo Buonarroti and Leonardi da Vinci
 


Jan. 28

OUTSIDE READING QUESTIONS 1 DUE (Sophonisba Anguissola)



Week Five










290 - 307


Feb. 2

Michelangelo’s last works, and Late Renaissance or Mannerism


Feb. 4

MID-TERM PAPER DUE: PEER REVIEW






Week Six 










308 -331


Feb. 9

Renaissance Architecture





    “Take as Needed” 

Feb. 11 

MID-TERM PAPER REVISIONS DUE 


               by David Levi-Strauss

Art and the Church: Reformation and Counter-Reformation






Week Seven










333 - 347


Feb. 16

PROJECT PROPOSALS DUE
Intro to Seventeenth Century 

Feb.  18

OUTSIDE READING QUESTIONS 2 DUE (Take as Needed)

MID-TERM EXAM: TAKE-HOME

The Baroque: Caravaggio and Bernini

Week Eight










348 - 377


Feb.  23

MID-TERM EXAM DUE 

The Baroque:  Rembrandt and Velazquez


Feb. 25

Baroque Architecture

Week Nine










379 - 397


Mar. 1

Eighteenth Century






Mar. 3

Eighteenth Century and Review

Week Ten_______________________________________________________________________________Catch-up


Mar. 8

FINAL PROJECT PRESENTATIONS

Mar. 10

FINAL PROJECT PRESENTATIONS

Final Exam: 

Tuesday, March 16,   10:00AM – 12:00PM 

***This is a proposed outline for the course---lectures may vary according to student interest and progress.  I will let you know in advance of any changes to the syllabus****
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Assignments and Assessment

	Due Date
	Points
	Assignment



	Wed. Jan. 14
	5

(1 page)
	Formal Analysis:  Description + Analysis

Visit the Lee Musgrove exhibition in Nightingale Gallery.  Choose one painting, look at it carefully, and write a formal analysis.  Include a careful description of the visual qualities of the piece, as well as an analysis of the effects of these visual qualities.  

Description:  “The painting is dark.”

Analysis:  “The dark colors create an eerie, somber mood.”


	Wed. Jan. 21
	5

(1 page)
	Understanding Visual Communication: Portraits

Examine a painted or photographic portrait in a gallery, magazine or newspaper.  How does the composition and treatment of the image help communicate the person’s character?  Write three short paragraphs describing the image:  

1) narrative description of the individual---what kind of person is he/she?   

2) formal description of the image---what does it look like?  composition, color, scale, axis, etc.  

3) analyze how the image tells us certain things about the individual



	Wed. Jan. 28
	10

(2 pages)
	Outside Reading 1

Sophonisba Anguissola by Arthur Danto

Questions on separate page



	Wed. Feb. 4

Peer Review Due

Wed.  Feb. 11

Final Draft Due


	15

(3 pages)

(5 points peer review

10 points final draft)


	Midterm Paper: Comparison

(Choose one work covered this term from your Art Past/Art Present textbook, and another work from the campus, Nightingale Gallery, or around town.  Choose artworks with something in common: similar subject matter, similar formal qualities, or similar emotional/psychological impact.  Look for unexpected similarities.  Write an interesting paper comparing the two works.  

(Be sure to include a thesis statement, formal analysis of each piece, brief historical context, as well as your personal response.  

(Use at least two non-internet sources other than your textbook.  Be sure to acknowledge your sources, using the Chicago Manual or MLA Style.

“If you really want to see something, look at something else.” --Howard Nemerov

“In making a comparison, do not simply make a list of similarities or of differences; make a point.”  

--Sylvan Barnett

(  Checklist for Writing a Comparison

(From A Short Guide to Writing about Art by Sylvan Barnett)

(  Is the point of the comparison clear?  (Examples: to show that although X and Y superficially resemble each other, they are significantly different; or, to show that X is better than Y; or, to illuminate X by briefly comparing it to Y)

(  Are all significant similarities and differences covered?

(  Is the organization clear?  If the chief organizational device is lumping, does the second half of the essay connect closely enough with the first so that the essay does not divide into two essays?  If the chief organizational device is splitting, does the essay avoid the Ping-Pong effect?  Given the topic and the thesis, is it the best organization?

(  If value judgment is offered, is it supported by evidence?

Read the sections "Analyzing Two Works" and "Comparing Works of Art" in Art Past/Art Present, 5-6.  

Suggested reading: A Short Guide to Writing About Art, 115 – 129.

	Mon. Feb. 16
	5

(1 page)
	Project Proposal

Brief, typed description of your proposed final project, including: 

-- title for the project

-- artist, artwork, or period (s) addressed  (must be covered this term)

-- brief summary of your planned research, including possible sources 

    (must include at least two non-internet sources other than your textbook)

-- brief description of your anticipated outcome.

-- materials you plan to use, and how you will gather these materials

-- name of someone to help with technical matters, if necessary (ie. Jessica Plattner)

-- location of your proposed project, if site-specific

-- time for me to see the project, if it cannot be brought in to class



	Wed. Feb.  18
	10

(2 pages)
	Outside Reading 2:

Take as Needed by David Levi-Strauss

Questions on separate page



	Mon. Feb. 23
	10
	Mid-Term Take-Home Exam Due



	Mon.  Mar. 8

Wed. Mar. 10
	20

( 3 pages)
	Final Project/ Paper 

Open, creative project with a 3 page explanatory paper.

Creative Project:  choose an artist, artwork, or period covered this term.  Research your chosen topic, using at least 2 non-internet sources other than your textbook.  Make an object or image in response to what you learned.

Explanatory Paper should include:

-- evidence of research

-- history of your artist/art work

-- a personal response---why did you choose this piece?

-- A description of the process and outcome of your project---how does your project relate to the original?  How does your project relate to your own life?



	Tues. Mar. 16

10 AM
	15
	FINAL EXAM 


