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SOC 204 GENERAL SOCIOLOGY

Spring Quarter 2004

11:00-11:50 a.m. MTWRF Zabel 110
Dr. Rosemary Powers

116 Ackerman Hall

Phone: 962-3819; e-mail: rpowers@eou.edu. 

Web page: http://www2.eou.edu/~rpowers/ 

Mailbox in room 202 Ackerman

Office hours:

Monday, 3-4 p.m. Ackerman 116, Tuesday 2-3 p.m. in the Learning Center--Loso Hall room 234, Wednesday, 9-10a.m. in Ackerman 116 and by appointment.

Course Description:

Sociology 204 (General Sociology) meets requirements for General Education credit.  “The General Education program at Eastern Oregon University challenges students to become critical, creative thinkers and engaged, knowledgeable citizens open to new ways of looking at the world”(General Education Program, 2001).

General Sociology addresses this mission through encouraging you to develop a “sociological imagination,” and to become “sociologically mindful.” It challenges you to examine how your experience in a particular culture, your historical placement, and your membership in categories important to your culture shape your life profoundly. You will be introduced to an essential paradox addressed by sociology—that humans are both shaped by the society in which they live, while they also shape this society. This course provides you with multiple opportunities to understand this paradox--through reading personal narrative, analyzing sociological research, writing assignments, and conducting social observation.

SOC 204 is also a “writing intensive” course.  For Spring 2004, we will participate in a pilot project related to proposed revisions to the University Writing Requirement (currently called the Writing Proficiency Exam). Assignments for this course are designed to assist you in gaining competence in writing as well as in sociological thinking.

Required Texts:

Ferguson, Susan. (2002). Mapping the Social Landscape: Readings in Sociology. Third Edition. Boston: McGraw Hill. (FERGUSON)

Register, Cheri. (2001) Packinghouse Daughter: A Memoir. New York: HarperCollins.

Schwalbe, Michael. (2001). The Sociologically Examined Life. Second

Edition. Mountain View, CA: Mayfield. (SCHWALBE)

You will be required to learn how to use on-line library resources (both scholarly databases and Internet sites), and to read and use several scholarly articles located through these resources.

Course Objectives and Outcomes:

* Students will begin to understand the place of sociology as an academic study of human life, be introduced to major sociological thinkers, and be able to describe a variety of research projects that explore and test sociological theories.

* Students will be able to understand and to apply sociological concepts to their own lives and to the broader social world.

* Students will be challenged to question their assumptions about the social world and begin to develop skills in critical social analysis.

* Students will learn how to find and evaluate scholarly resources related to course topics.

* Students will begin to develop their skills in sociological observation.

* Students will explore group dynamics and practice collaboration through completing a small group project .

* Students will strengthen their writing skills and demonstrate their ability to "write sociologically" through successfully completing a variety of written assignments.

The Pilot project for the University Writing Requirement expects the following minimum outcomes for 200 level courses. For SOC 204, I will have expectations beyond these minimums.

Students will produce at least 3,000 words (including drafts, in-class writing, informal papers, and polished papers); 1,000 words of this total should be in polished papers which students have revised after receiving feedback and criticism. 
Students will be introduced to the discourse forms appropriate to the discipline the course represents. 

Students will write at least one paper integrating information from at least one source, employing the appropriate documentation style for the discipline represented by the course. 

Students will draft, revise, and edit their formal written work. 

Students will seek assistance from a Writing Tutor in the Writing Lab when needed and when referred by the instructor.

If you wish to explore the current proposal being considered for changing EOU’s university writing requirement from a Writing Proficiency Exam to a course based proficiency model, please see: http://www.eou.edu/~dwolff/UWR.html.
Requirements and Means of Assessment:
A. Participation, Reaction Papers, and Attendance: 30% of grade

 1. Readings and Class Preparation:  Students are expected to complete the required readings and come to class prepared to participate. This course operates under the Carnegie unit rule for academic work, assuming a minimum of two hours of outside study for each hour of scheduled class. For this class you are expected to spend five hours in class and approximately 10 additional hours each week reading the assigned materials for Sociology 204 and completing other assigned work. Readings assigned for a specific date should be read by that date.

2. Lectures/whole class activities:  Lectures and other activities involving the whole class will be presented on Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays. Introductory classes often utilize a textbook to guide students through the course. However, for this course the lectures and discussion sections will provide the framework for the course and assist you in the readings. Bring readings and syllabus to class and section meetings.

3. Discussion/Research Sections: Beginning week two, you will participate in required weekly discussion sections that will meet either on Tuesday or Thursday during class time. The discussions will be guided by Anthropology/Sociology seniors  Angela Harbin and Amber Ulrich.  You will be expected to complete formal reaction papers for these discussion sections. Discussion sections will alternate with required research sections directed by the professor and other resource persons. Expect short assignments related to these “research” sessions. Do not skip these meetings, as they, and the work you present in them, count for almost 30% of your grade.

4. Attendance:  You should plan to attend all meetings of this class. Attendance will be taken in each discussion and research section and from time to time in the lecture sessions and will count towards your final grade. You will be held accountable for any information presented in lectures, and will be expected to be able to answer questions on in-class exercises we do or discussions we have. If you must be absent from any class meeting, please contact me before class or as soon as possible.  I ask that you send an e-mail message that will provide a record of your request for consideration. Telephone and in-person messages may not be recorded.

5. Study Group: The EOU Learning Center provides study session tutors for our course. While participation in study group is not a required activity, I highly recommend your attendance. Here you will receive assistance in understanding course concepts and assistance with thinking through your writing assignments.  Sociology majors Sarah Smith and Cristi Slaybaugh will be conducting the sessions this quarter, and will schedule sessions within the first two weeks of class.

6.  Blackboard Program Participation:  I will be using an on-line course resource entitled Blackboard to communicate course information, make announcements, and provide a forum for you to interact with other members of the course.  You will want to be sure to check this often.

E-MAIL POLICY:

You should have an EOU e-mail address and check it frequently. It will be a primary way for the professor, your discussion leader, and other students to reach you with important information and questions about our course.  Please review the EOU policy regarding e-mail at http://www.eou.edu/comp/student/email.  The easiest way to request more information is by sending an e-mail to helpdesk@eou.edu.  You can also go to the basement of Inlow Hall (room 008) for assistance.

B. Take-Home Essay Tests: 30 % of grade

Each student's capacity to read, write and take notes at a college level is assumed. You will do best in this class if you have already taken Writing 121 or are enrolled the course this term . Since SOC 204 is a writing intensive course, you will be expected to complete significant written work that will be graded not only for mastery of course concepts, but for clarity, structure and presentation (e.g. syntax, style and precision of expression, spelling, punctuation, etc.). The Learning Center (Loso Hall 234) has specially trained tutors to assist students with writing projects. Contact them early (Phone: 23663) for help with your assignments. They are not an editing service, but can help you organize your ideas and review your work.

There will be two Take- Home Essay Tests (approximately 4 pages each). Due dates as follows:

Test # 1: Due at the beginning of Class on Friday, April 16. (15%)

Test # 2: Due at the beginning of Class on  Friday, May 28. (15%)

Both of these tests must be completed in order to receive a passing grade in the course. Late papers will be severely penalized (one letter grade for each day late). If you have a documented medical or family emergency, please contact me as soon as possible for accommodation.

C. Group Project:  15% of grade. 

 During the third week of the course, students will be assigned a small group project to be presented to the class on Friday, May 7.  This will be an opportunity for creative activity and a chance to reflect on the dynamics of group interaction.  Assessment of this project will include peer evaluation, group evaluation, and individual evaluation.  You must have an EOU e-mail address in order to complete part of the group work in this project.
D. Final Examination: 25% of the grade

There will be a comprehensive in-class final exam on Thursday, June 10 from 10 am to 12 noon.. There will be no provision for an alternative exam time except as provided by University policy for students with documented needs. If you have a documented medical or family emergency, please contact the professor ASAP to make arrangements.

Grading:  

This course will be graded on a plus/minus basis as follows: 98-100 = A+; 94-97= A; 90-93 = A-; 87-89 = B+; 80 - 83 = B-; 77 - 79 = C+; 74-76 = C; 70-73 = C-; 67 - 69 = D+; 64-66 = D; 60-63 = D-; under 60 = F. All grades assume a "C" represents satisfactory work. GE credit requires a "C-" overall.

General Rules, Guidelines, and Special Needs:

1.  Keep copies of all work until you receive official notice of your course grade.  If you use a computer, be sure to back up your work.  

2.  According to the EOU Catalog, "Minimum elements of appropriate classroom decorum include: punctuality, courtesy, civility, purposefulness, and integrity." If you must arrive late or leave early, try to be as quiet as possible. (Doors to this room slam loudly due to a wind-tunnel effect). While I encourage strong expressions of disagreement, I will expect your conversation with me and one another to be respectful at all times.

3.  All written assignments must be double-spaced and submitted in a word-processed format using a 12-point font and 1" margins. Because errors in formal writing influence readers’ opinions of you as a writer, make sure to check grammar and spelling before printing a final copy.

4.  Regarding academic misconduct: Eastern Oregon University places a high value upon the integrity of its student scholars. Any student found guilty of an act of academic misconduct (including but not limited to cheating, plagiarism, or theft of an examination or supplies) may be subject to having his or her grade reduced in the course in question, being placed on probation, or suspended from the university, or being expelled from the university--or a combination of these (Please see Section II of the/ 2002-2003 Student Handbook and Planning Calendar: Campus Citizenship (Academic), p. 32ff. Campus Citizenship (Behavior), p. 41ff). 

5.  Plagiarism, representing someone else's ideas or words as your own, is a serious academic offense. Use the American  Psychological Association (APA) citation format to cite all ideas or words belonging to others that you include in your own writing. Your work should significantly exceed the quantity of citations and build new ideas upon them. As a general rule, provide quotation marks (and appropriate citation) when you use more than three consecutive words from someone else’s work.
6.  No work from another course may be used for credit in this course without prior permission from both instructors. 

7.  If you have a documented disability or would like to learn about the kinds of accommodations available to students with special learning needs, please contact the Disability Services Program in Loso Hall 234. Telephone: 962-3081. If you find it difficult to follow my lectures, or have any other problems with the course expectations, please see me early in the quarter so I can consider appropriate changes.

8.  Please take advantage of my posted office hours or make an appointment to speak with me about your work. I want you to succeed in this course, and have set aside those times explicitly to assist you. You will notice that I hold one office hour per week in the Learning Center (Loso Hall room 234). Come to see me there and meet the wonderful people who serve as tutors in writing and other subjects.

COURSE CALENDAR

Week 1:  March 29 – April 2

Introduction to the Study of Sociology
Monday, Mar. 29: 
Introduction, explanation of course expectations

Tuesday, Mar. 30: 
Lecture/discussion: Sociological Mindfulness

Read: 

SCHWALBE: Preface, Chapters 1 and 2

Concepts: 
perspective, sociological mindfulness, concepts, sociology

Individual Historical Profile distributed

Wednesday, Mar.31: The Sociological Imagination and the Domain of Sociology

Read: 

FERGUSON # 1: Mills, The Promise

FERGUSON, # 4 Babbie: An idea whose time has come

Concepts:
sociological imagination, personal troubles, public issues, social research, theoretical paradigms ,ethics of social research 

“Blackboard” On-line course resource explained. (Please be sure you have

an EOU e-mail account and test it to make sure it works.  You will miss essential

 information about this course if you do not visit the Blackboard site on a regular basis).
Thursday, April 1: 
Lecture/discussion: Applying the sociological imagination

Read: 

FERGUSON # 2: Gaines, Teenage Wasteland

FERGUSON #7:Velliquette & Murray, The New Tattoo Subculture

Concepts: 
society, culture, subculture, idioculture, impression management, collective legitimization and self identity

Friday, April 2 
Lecture/discussion:  Social Life:  Seeing Connections and a Paradox

Read: 

SCHWALBE, Chapter 3

FERGUSON, # 8: Anderson, The Code of the Streets OR


FERGUSON, # 6 Kaplan: Not our kind of girl

Concepts: 
reification, paradox of society, indexes, ethnocentrism, cultural relativism, 

transcending cultural judgment, ethnographic research

Discussion groups assigned

Week 2:  April 5 – April 9

Social Structure and Social Location
Monday, April. 5: 
Research day.  No class.  

Read: 

Begin reading Packinghouse Daughter
Tuesday, April. 6: 
Discussion/Research Sections

Discussion sections, A (                   )  and B (                   ) First Reaction

paper due. Research sections: C and D meet in Zabel 110. Turn in Historical Profile

Wednesday, April. 7: 
Introducing “Social Location”


Read:

Continue Reading Packinghouse Daughter (be sure to have read through

 page 128).

Concepts: 
social structure, social location

First Take-Home Test distributed

Wednesday Evening Video:  American Dream  Zabel 110  7:00 – 9:00 p.m.(Barbara Kopple, director. 1991. Prestige Films).  If you have another class at this time or a required engagement, please let me know so we can make other arrangements.  Attendance will be taken at this screening.

Thursday, April. 8: 
Discussion/Research Sections

Discussion sections, C (                      )and D (                 )First Reaction

 paper due.  Research sections: A and B meet in Zabel 110. Turn in

 Historical Profile

Friday, April. 9:
Lecture/discussion: Social Categories & Life Chances


Read: 

Complete Packinghouse Daughter



Concepts: 
stratification, social status, life chances, patriarchy, caste, ascribed status, 

achieved status, class systems

Week 3: April 12  -- April 16

Becoming Human:  Socialization
Monday, April 12:

Lecture/Discussion:  What is Human?

Read:


SCHWALBE, Chapter 5 


Concepts:

socialization, agents of socialization, primary group, secondary 




group
Tuesday, April 13:      
 Discussion sections in usual locations.  Draft/outline of first take-home test due for peer review.

Research Groups meet in Zabel 110 

Wednesday, April 14: 
 Lecture/Discussion:  Social-Psychological Theories of Socialization
Concepts:  
"Looking Glass Self," role taking, social role, stages in the development of  the self, generalized other, biological essentialism.

Thursday April 15:
Discussion sections in usual locations.  Draft/outline of first take-home test due for peer review.

Research Groups meet in Zabel 110 

Friday, April 16:

Video:  Secret of the Wild Child
**Take-Home Test # 1 due**  

(Tests will be marked one day late if they are submitted after 11:00.)

Week 4:   April 19 – April 23

Socialization and Social Theory:  the Case of Gender
Monday,April 19:

Lecture/Discussion:  Theories about Gender 



Read:

# 27: Risman:  Gender as Structure

Concepts: 
biological, psychological and sociological theories, gender structure, gender stratification, sex-role socialization

Tuesday, April 20:

All meet in Zabel 110. 

Group Project Distributed and Groups assigned

First group meeting.

Wednesday, April 21:

Lecture/discussion:  The Social Construction of Gender

Read:

FERGUSON #11: Lorber, "Night to His Day"



FERGUSON, # 12: Messner, "Boyhood, Organized Sports and the 




Construction of Masculinities

Concepts: 
sex status, gender, “doing gender," the social construction of 

gender, gender bending, sports as a gendered institution, elective affinity, gender regime, gender order, gender as history

Thursday, April 22:
Ruts into Grooves:  A Day to Rethink.  All-campus mini-conference to examine how all of us here at EOU—faculty, students, staff—can work together to build a stronger community.  Shared events for all groups and specific events for students such as service learning opportunities, EOU cornerstones, Haven from Hunger Project, community garden, campus recycling, day-care issues, safety and security.  Please attend something today, and submit a one-page reflection on the event tomorrow in class (Friday).  This reflection need not be typed.

Friday, April 23:

In Class Video:  The Gender Tango


Week 5: April 26 – April 30

Resocialization and Identity Transformation
Monday, April 26:

Lecture/Discussion: Resocialization and Education

Read:
FERGUSON, # 47.  Crow Dog. and Erdoes  Civilize Them with a Stick.


FERGUSON, # 48   Cookson and Persell, Preparing for Power: Cultural Capital and Curricula in America’s Elite Boarding Schools


Concepts:
identity, reference groups, resocialization, identity alternation, cultural capita,credentialing
Tuesday, April 27:

Discussion Sections--reaction paper due 





Research Sections--Meet in Pierce Library computer lab 3rd floor.

Wednesday, April 28: 
Identity Transformation:  Convents, Prisons, and the Military


Read:

FERGUSON, # 14, Dyer:  "Anybody's Son Will Do"

Concepts: 
 total institution, identity conversion, adult socialization.

Thursday, April 29:

Discussion Sections:  reaction paper due





Research Sections--meet in Pierce Library computer lab 3rd floor.

Friday, April 30:

Lecture/discussion:  Adult Resocialization and Occupations


Read:

FERGUSON, #13:  Granfield,  Making It By Faking It

Browse the Internet for information using the key words "Careers in Sociology." Write a brief description of your findings (no more than one page—need not be typed, but should be legible).  Was this what you expected to find?  Why or why not? Turn in assignment at the end of class.

Week 6: May 3 – May 7

Social Groups, Roles and Statuses
Monday, May 3:

Lecture/discussion:  Social Groups as a major focus of Sociology



Read:

SCHWALBE, Chapter 4 

FERGUSON #15 Adler and Adler: Peer Power: Clique dynamics among school children

Concepts:
social group, informal group, role, norms, boundary maintenance, factors influencing group behaviors
Tuesday, May 4:

Discussion Sections--no reaction paper due. Project preparation.

Research sections--meet in Zabel 110  

Wednesday, May 5:

Lecture/Discussion:  Seeing Patterns in Group Behavior



Read:  

Schwalbe Chapter 7


Concepts:
social loafing, group leadership, leadership styles , conformity, groupthink, bureaucracy, formal organization ,trends and tendencies, variables

Thursday, May 6:
Discussion Sections--no reaction paper due. Project preparation.

Research sections--meet in Zabel 110 

Friday, May 7:
Group Project Presentations.  Peer Evaluations.
Reflection paper related to group project due.

Week 7: May 10 - May 14

Social Control:  Deviance and Stigmatized Identities
Monday,  May 10:
:
Lecture/discussion: The Social Construction of Deviance


Read:

SCHWALBE:  Chapter 6 





FERGUSON, # 19: Rosenhan, "On Being Sane in  Insane Places"



Concepts:
definition of the situation, moral career, deviance

Re-write of Test # 1 due in class

Take-Home Test # 2 distributed

Tuesday, May 11:

Discussion Sections: Reaction paper due in discussion





Research sections:  meet in Zabel 110

Wednesday, May 12:

Lecture/discussion: Stigmatized Identities


Read:

FERGUSON, #20: McLorg & Taub, Anorexia Nervosa &Bulimia

FERGUSON, # 21: Bourgois,  In Search of Respect:  Selling Crack in El Barrio

Concepts:
labeling theory, primary and secondary deviance, master status, stigmatized identities

Thursday, May 13:

Discussion Sections--Reaction Paper due in discussion





Research Sections meet in Zabel 110

Friday, May 14 :

How context shapes identity:  Prisoners and Guards
Read:

FERGUSON # 5 Haney, Banks and Zimbardo:  Interpersonal 

Dynamics in a Simulated Prison

Video:  Quiet Rage


Concepts:  
definition of the situation, role, status

Week 8: May17  - May 21

Stratification:  Issues of Power and Inequality
Monday, May 17:
Lecture/discussion:  Understanding Power in Social Life: Social Class and Status


Read:

SCHWALBE, Chapter  10 


FERGUSON, # 38: Marx and Engels, Manifesto of the 

Communist Party

Do: 
 Search using  http://www.google.com  using the key words: “Karl Marx” and “sociology” .  Copy one page of a site you find and attach a brief evaluation of the site as a scholarly source.  To remind yourself of how to determine a scholarly source, check google.com with the key words “how to evaluate  web sites.” 

Concepts:
power, social class, socioeconomic status, bourgeosie,  proletariat, surplus value, conflict theory 




Internet exercise on “Social Class”  distributed                                         

Tuesday, May 18:
Spring Symposium.  No discussion or research sessions. Please attend and support students who will be making presentations, performing, creating—all day long.  Instead of a reaction paper this week, please write a 2 page response to one of the sessions and turn it in on Friday this week.

Wednesday, May 19:

Lecture/discussion:  Differences and Inequalities



Read:  

Schwalbe, Chapter 11





FERGUSON # 34. Feagin and Sikes:  Navigating Public Places



Concepts:
invisible resources, false parallels, master status


Thursday, May 20:

All meet in Zabel 110 

Video: People Like Us

Bring Internet exercise on social class and submit at end of class.

Friday, May. 21:
Lecture/discussion:  The Matrix of Domination:  The Intersections of Race, Class, and Gender


Read:

FERGUSON # 32:  Rubin:  Is this a White Country or What? 

FERGUSON # 30:  McIntosh:  White Privilege and Male Privilege

Concepts:
racism, social movements, unpacking the invisible knapsack of white privilege

Week 9: May 24 – May 28

Key Ideas of Sociology’s Founders
Monday, May 24:

Introduction to the Ideas of Max Weber


Read:

FERGUSON #41, MaxWeber, The Protestant Ethic and the Spirit

 of Capitalism

Concepts:
 legitimate domination, ideal types, asceticism, protestant ethic,

 mechanical and organic solidarity, anomie

Submit a copy of the first  page and the bibliography of the scholarly article you have located through one of the EOU on-line databases for use with your second take-home test.  This is not an internet article, but one from a peer-reviewed journal.  If you are unsure about whether you have a scholarly article, this is the time to find out.  You will submit the entire article as an attachment with your test.

Tuesday, May 25 
Discussion sections A and B in the usual place. Bring draft/outline of 2nd  take-home test for peer review. 



Research sections C and D  meet in Zabel 110. 

Wednesday, May 26:   
Lecture:  Introduction to the ideas of Emile Durkheim

Read:  
FERGUSON, # 42:  Finke and Stark: Why Mainline Denominations Decline


Concepts:
mechanical and organic solidarity, anomie, religion and science, secularization thesis
Thursday, May 27:
Discussion sections C and D  in the usual place. Bring draft/outline of 2nd  take-home test for peer review. 





Research sections A and B meet in Zabel 110.

Friday, May 28:

Neglected Founders: Inequality within Sociology: 

W.E.B.Dubois (1863-1963) and Charlotte Perkins Gilman (1860-1935)

Concepts: 
 color line, double consciousness, sexuo-economic relation, feminism

**Take-Home Test # 2 Due** at the beginning of class

Week 10:  May 31 – June 4

Social Institutions and Social Change:  The Family as an Example

Monday, May 31 : 

No class.  Memorial Day Holiday

Tuesday, June 1:

Discussion Sections --reaction paper due





Research Sections--meet in Zabel 110…review for final





Review Questions for final exam distributed

Wednesday, June 2 :
Lecture/discussion:   “THE  Family”?  or “Families”?


Read:

FERGUSON, # 50:  Stacey, "Gay and Lesbian Families are Here"





FERGUSON, # 52:  Hochschild, "The Time Bind: When Work 




Becomes Home and Home Becomes Work"

Concepts: 
family,  families, family values, domestic partnership, gay and 



lesbian families, postmodern families, time bind
Thursday, June 3:

Discussion Sections --reaction paper due





Research Sections--meet in Zabel 110, review for final

Friday, June 4:


Changing the Social World:  The Paradox Revisited


Read:  

SCHWALBE, Chapter 12

FERGUSON, # 56 Johnson: What Can We do?  Becoming Part of the Solution

COMPREHENSIVE FINAL EXAM:

Thursday, June 10, 10-12 noon

Bring good writing implements. Pencil is fine.  Test paper provided.
