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The Center for the Improvement of Early Literacy Instruction
Samuel Meisels and Ruth Piker (2001)
Harp, B. & Brewer, J. (2005) The Informed Reading Teacher – Research-Based Practice. Pearson: Upper Saddle River, New Jersey.

No Child Left Behind

Reading First grant

National Reading Panel

“The BIG FIVE”

· Phonemic Awareness
· Phonics

· Fluency

· Vocabulary

· Comprehension

SKILLS ADDRESSED IN 
“THE STRATEGY”
· Phonemic Awareness
· The Alphabetic Principal and Phonics
· Sight words and Vocabulary development
· Spelling and Grammar
· Comprehension
· Sentence structure
· Fluency
· Improvement of self esteem (most important!)
PHONEMIC AWARENESS

Phonemic Awareness is the ability to hear the individual sounds called ‘phonemes’ and to manipulate them.

THE ALPHABETIC PRINCIPLE
The alphabetic principle is the understanding that there are systematic and predictable relationships between written letters and spoken sounds.  


PHONICS

Phonics instruction teaches the students the relationships between written letters or graphemes and the sounds of language, or phonemes.  

[image: image3.wmf]
Examples of Phonemic Awareness Tasks
(Stanovich, K., 1994)

Rhyming: What word rhymes with can?

Phoneme deletion:  What word would be left if the /k/ sound were taken away from cat?

Word to word matching: Do pen and pipe begin with the same sound?

Blending: What word would we have if you put these sounds together
 /s/a/ t/? 

Sound isolation:  What is the first sound in rose?
Phoneme segmentation:  What sounds do you hear in the word hot?
Phoneme counting:  How many sounds do you hear in the word cake?
Deleting phonemes:  What sound do you hear in meat that is missing in                  eat?

Odd word out:  What word starts with a different sound:  bag, nine, beach, bike?

Sound to word matching:  Is there a /k/ in bike?
SIGHT WORDS
· Sight words are those words that we can identify without decoding; we know them instantaneously.

HIGH FREQUENCY WORDS

· High frequency words are words which occur most often, especially at certain levels.  

VOCABULARY WORDS

· Vocabulary words are all the words of a language.  Vocabulary development is the growth of a person’s knowledge of words and their meanings.

Ehri’s Developmental Phases in Sight Word Recognition

(1995)

Phase One:  Pre-alphabetic

· Beginning readers remember sight words by making a connection between some visual aspect of a word and its pronunciation or its meaning.  Letter-sound relationships are not involved at this phase.  A child might remember tall because it has so many tall letters or look because it has two eyes in the middle.

Phase Two: Partial Alphabetic

· At this stage readers begin to attend to some of the sound-symbol relationships within the word – usually first and last letters and their sounds.  Children are typically in kindergarten and first grade during this stage. For example, they might remember books by keying on the b at the beginning and the s at the end, paying little or no attention to the letters in between.  Therefore, they might also decode boots as books or banks as books.
Phase Three:  Full Alphabetic

· At this stage readers have developed deeper understandings of the graphophonic cueing system.  They recognize the ways in which phonemes are represented by graphemes in conventional spelling.  This ease in decoding permits them to read words with similar spellings (books, banks, boots) and to decode unfamiliar words by sounding them out.  With increased exposure, words enter the child’s sight vocabulary and are recognized immediately, automatically.  Words with irregular spelling that cannot be sounded out are also added to the sight vocabulary.

Phase Four: Consolidated Alphabetic

· During this final phase readers begin to attend less to individual sound-symbol relationships and remember common spelling patterns.  They begin to attend to onsets (consonants preceding the vowel) and rimes (the vowel and any following consonants in the syllable).  Thus, they automatically recognize the/at/ sounds in words like cat, bat, and hat.  They also develop the ability to recognize automatically in multisyllabic words.

WHAT ARE OUR GOALS AS TEACHERS OF READING?

· to instill in our students a love of reading 
· to support their development of reading skills.  

FLUENCY

· Fluency is the ability to group words into meaningful phrase units, read smoothly, with freedom from word identification problems, leading to comprehension.

THEORY OF AUTOMATICITY

· The Theory of Automaticity is the fluent processing of information that requires little effort or attention.
COMPREHENSION
· Reading comprehension is the active process of getting meaning from written text.  
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Full Dotch Word Ust - 220 Words and 95 Nouns
	Pre-primer
	Pnrncr
	First
	Second
	Third
	Nouns
	

	a
	all
	after
	always
	about
	apple
	home

	and
	am
	again
	around
	better
	baby
	horse

	away
	are
	an
	because
	bring
	back
	house

	big
	at
	any
	been
	carry
	bell
	kitty

	blue
	ate
	as
	before
	clean
	bear
	leg

	can
	be
	ask
	best
	cut
	bed
	letter

	come
	black
	by
	both
	done
	bell
	man

	down
	brown
	could
	buy
	draw
	bird
	men

	find
	but
	every
	call
	drink
	birthday
	milk

	for
	came
	fly
	cold
	eight
	boat
	money

	funny
	did
	from
	does
	fall
	box
	morning

	go
	do
	give
	don't
	far
	boy
	mother

	help
	eat
	going
	fast
	full
	bread
	name

	here
	four
	had
	first
	got
	brother
	nest

	I
	get
	has
	five
	grow
	cake
	night

	in
	good
	her
	found
	hold
	car
	paper

	is
	have
	him
	gave
	hot
	cat
	party

	it
	he
	his
	goes
	hurt
	chair
	picture

	jump
	into
	how
	green
	if
	chicken
	pig

	little
	like
	just
	its
	keep
	children
	rabbit

	look
	must
	know
	made
	kind
	Christmas
	rain

	make
	new
	let
	many
	laugh
	coat
	ring

	me
	no
	live
	off
	light
	com
	robin

	my
	now
	may
	or
	long
	cow
	Santa Claus

	not
	on
	of
	pull
	much
	day
	school

	one
	our
	old
	read
	myself
	dog
	seed

	play
	out
	once
	right
	never
	doll
	sheep

	red
	please
	open
	sing
	only
	door
	shoe

	run
	pretty
	over
	sit
	own
	duck
	sister

	said
	ran
	put
	sleep
	pick
	egg
	snow

	see
	ride
	round
	tell
	seven
	eye
	song

	the
	saw
	some
	their
	shall
	farm
	squirrel

	three
	say
	stop
	these
	show
	farmer
	stick

	to
	she
	take
	those
	six
	father
	street

	two
	so
	thank
	upon
	small
	feet
	sun

	up
	soon
	them
	us
	start
	fire
	table

	we
	that
	then
	use
	ten
	fish
	thing

	where
	there
	think
	very
	today
	floor
	time

	yellow
	they
	walk
	wash
	together
	flower
	top

	you
	this
	were
	which
	try
	game
	toy

	
	too
	when
	why
	warm
	garden
	tree

	
	under
	
	wish
	
	girl
	watch

	
	want
	
	work
	
	good-bye
	water

	
	was
	
	would
	
	grass
	way

	
	well
	
	write
	
	ground
	wind

	
	went
	
	your
	
	hand
	window

	
	what
	
	
	
	head
	wood

	
	white
	
	
	
	hill
	

	
	who
	
	
	
	
	

	
	will
	
	
	
	
	

	
	with
	
	
	
	
	

	
	yes
	
	
	
	
	


Dolch Word List - by Frequency, by Grade
Pre-primer

Primer

First

Second
	the
	he
	of
	would
	if

	to
	was
	his
	very
	long

	and
	that
	had
	your
	about

	a
	she
	him
	its
	got

	1
	on
	her
	around
	six

	you
	they
	some
	don't
	never

	it
	but
	as
	right
	seven

	in
	at
	then
	green
	eight

	said
	with
	could
	their
	today

	for
	all
	when
	call
	myself

	up
	there
	were
	sleep
	much

	look
	out
	them
	five
	keep

	is
	be
	ask
	wash
	try

	go
	have
	an
	or
	start

	we
	am
	over
	before
	ten

	little
	do
	just
	been
	bring

	down
	did
	from
	off
	drink

	can
	what
	any
	cold
	only

	see
	so
	how
	tell
	better

	not
	get
	know
	work
	hold

	one
	like
	put
	first
	warm

	my
	this
	take
	does
	full

	me
	will
	every
	goes
	done

	big
	yes
	old
	write
	light

	come
	went
	by
	always
	pick

	blue
	are
	after
	made
	hurt

	red
	now
	think
	gave
	cut

	where
	no
	let
	us
	kind

	jump
	came
	going
	buy
	fall

	away
	ride
	walk
	those
	carry

	here
	into
	again
	use
	small

	help
	good
	may
	fast
	own

	make
	want
	stop
	pull
	show

	yellow
	too
	fly
	both
	hot

	two
	pretty
	round
	sit
	far

	play
	four
	give
	which
	draw

	run
	saw
	once
	read
	clean

	find
	well
	open
	why
	grow

	three
	ran
	has
	found
	together

	funny
	brown
	live
	because
	shall

	
	eat
	thank
	best
	laugh

	
	who
	
	upon
	

	
	new
	
	these
	

	
	must
	
	sing
	

	
	black
	
	wish
	

	
	whrte
	
	many
	

	
	soon
	
	
	

	
	our
	
	
	

	
	ate
	
	
	

	
	say
	
	
	

	
	under
	
	
	

	
	please
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