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Thank you for your interest in our Master of Arts in Teaching (MAT) Program.

The MAT Program is a graduate teacher preparation program designed to help students obtain initial Oregon licensure in either a primary/elementary or middle/high level authorization and to enable students to earn a Master of Arts in Teacher Education Degree.

The College of Education’s full-time, intensive teacher preparation program blends professional knowledge gained through experience within university coursework and classroom settings.  In order to acquire a variety of experiences and to increase future job opportunities, our students normally participate in placements at two levels of authorization in public school classrooms.  Students begin their placements at the beginning of a public school year at an assigned school site as designated by the university.  The student will remain in that site until he/she moves to their second placement, based upon the two school’s calendars.  During summer classes, after completion of the school year, students complete coursework required for the MAT degree. 
MAT Program Overview
· Attend on-campus Summer Session classes that begin during mid-July.

· Complete student placement with two or more experienced teachers, at two different levels of authorization, throughout the school year.

· Attend on-campus graduate level classes as a member of a cohort.

· Attend on-campus Summer Session classes after completion of the school year.
The Year at a Glance
First Summer Session:
The MAT program starts during mid-July.  The opening session begins on a Monday morning at 8:00 at the Eastern Oregon University campus in La Grande, Oregon.  All students must attend the on-campus Summer Session courses.  After orientation, they participate in several core courses. Students attend classes and seminars daily, Monday through Friday, from 8:00 a.m. until 3:00 or 5:00 p.m. for three weeks. Elementary students continue methods seminar courses on campus in La Grande for an additional week. Book costs will be highest during the first summer since several of the books will be utilized throughout the entire year.

Fall Term:
Fall Term begins with the first student placement.  The placement starts when teachers begin their contract days at the school sites, usually the week before public school students begin classes.  Prior to starting their placements, MAT students need to contact their placement sites to confirm the exact reporting dates.  MAT students will continue full time at their assigned schools until the last week in September when their University classes begin.  University classes are scheduled on campus periodically throughout the remainder of Fall Term. 

Winter Term:
MAT students generally transition from first placements to second placements during the last week in January.  University classes are scheduled on campus periodically throughout the Winter Term.

Spring Term:
Students will continue full-time in their second placements during Spring Term.  Some University methods courses will continue during Spring Term.  Students may apply for licensure upon completion of all standardized test and placement requirements.

Final Summer Session:
The MAT Program culminates during the Summer Session following completion of the school year apprenticeship.  Students must attend the on-campus classes in La Grande to complete the master’s degree requirements.

MAT Cohort Groups
Elementary (includes ECE and elementary)  or

Secondary (includes Middle Level and High School)

In both cohorts, elementary and secondary, classes are taught on campus in La Grande.  University professors may require additional access to Blackboard or other technological resources.  On-campus classes are held during both 1st & 2nd summer terms.  Fall and winter terms will both include 3 one week sessions.  Fall and winter sessions are usually scheduled on Monday thru Friday.
Placements are made throughout eastern and central Oregon in, or near, each student’s home community, if possible.  For specific details, please refer to the “Placement Request Form” contained in the MAT admission application packet.
Contents of Information Packet
This packet contains the following instructions and forms:

· Steps for Completing the MAT Admission Application

· Admission Timeline

· MAT Program Admission Application Form

· Selected cohort application:
MAT Elementary (K-6) Application Form or





MAT Secondary (7-12) Application Form

College of Education Contacts
For further information regarding the MAT Program, please contact:

Kristin Johnson – MAT Pre-Admissions Advisor

(541) 962-3529

kristin.johnson@eou.edu
Submit completed MAT Program



After submitting your application,

Application and EOU Graduate Admission

questions may be addressed to:

materials to:

Janet Frye – MAT Office Coordinator


Frank Bushakra – MAT Admissions Coordinator

(541) 962-3772





(541) 962-3380

jfrye@eou.edu





bushakf@eou.edu
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Steps for Completing the MAT Program Admission Application

Step 1.
Complete all of the requested personal information.  Our office will need this in order to contact 


you regarding your admission status.  We will send you formal letters pertaining to the progress


of your application process.
Step 2.
Select the authorization level of program to which you are applying, either ECE/elementary or middle/high school.

Step 3.
A.
List the institution where you received your BA or BS degree.  If you have more than one



degree, provide that information as well.

B. List all colleges and universities that you have attended, at either the undergraduate or graduate level.  Provide transcripts (official or unofficial) from each institution.

C. If your overall cumulative grade point average (GPA) is 3.0 or better, you are not required to make any further calculations.  Otherwise, you may calculate your GPA using the other two methods listed on the application.

Step 4.
Complete the character questions form.  Answer all of the questions.  If you answer “Yes” to


any of the questions, please note the instructions at the top of the form regarding


submission of a statement and related court documents.  This form is required by the


Teacher Standards and Practices Commission (TSPC).
Step 5.      You must have a minimum of 30 hours of experience in a public/private school before beginning                  the program.  A Verification Form is provided to document this experience. Please provide all of the requested information on the form. A letter of support or recommendation will also be required from the teacher with whom you completed your 30 hour experience.
Step 6.
Complete the Letter, Resume, References, and Essay requirements.  

Step 7.
Complete the placement request form.  All MAT students will be assigned to two placements.  For elementary levels, one placement will be in the ECE grades and the other in elementary grades.  For secondary levels, one placement will be in a middle school and the other in a high school.  
Step 8.
Complete the elementary or secondary application form.  If you are uncertain about the


endorsement in which you desire licensure, please contact the pre-admission advisor listed on


the previous page.

Step 9.
Complete the Eastern Oregon University graduate admission application process.

Remember:

· Send completed MAT admission application materials to the College of Education.

· Send completed Eastern Oregon University graduate admission application materials to the College of Education – Attn: Graduate Admissions
MASTER OF ARTS IN TEACHING PROGRAM

Admission Timeline

1.
Upon receipt of your completed MAT application materials, the MAT Office Coordinator will create a file and enter pertinent information into the College of Education database.

2.
Your file will be reviewed by the MAT Admissions Coordinator.

Since this is a state requirement for fingerprint clearance to be completed prior to entering a classroom with children, it is the applicant’s responsibility to provide all information and documentation to TSPC when submitting fingerprint packets. If you answer “Yes” to any of the character questions, please see the link attached for directions for completing this process.  If you do not follow this process, you may be denied entrance into the MAT program.  Link:   http://www.tspc.state.or.us/pdf/0059.pdf
3a.
If you are an elementary candidate, your file will be reviewed by the elementary advisor.  Your transcripts will also be evaluated for appropriate coursework preparation prior to admission into the Elementary MAT Program.

Frank Bushakra – MAT Elementary Advisor
(541) 962-3380
bushakf@eou.edu
3b.
If you are a secondary candidate, a major or equivalent is required to teach in a content area.  You must have earned acceptable grades in your content area corresponding to the overall GPA required for admission.

If your transcript clearly states a direct match to the subject area that you wish to teach, your file will be reviewed by the secondary advisor.  For example, this applies if you state, “I want to teach math,” and your transcript indicates math as your major.

If there is not a direct match between your major and your desired teaching area, then your transcript will be evaluated by a content area specialist.  For example, this applies if you state, “I want to teach social science,” and your transcript indicates history as your major.  The content area specialist will determine if your coursework provided sufficient preparation or will recommend additional coursework that would be required prior to admission into the Secondary MAT Program.

Ray Brown – MAT Secondary Advisor (541) 962-3513
rbrown@eou.edu

4.
When the above procedures have been completed, you will receive a letter indicating your admission status.  Any missing requirements will be specified in the letter, such as the need for additional coursework or passing test scores.

5.
Upon acceptance to the program, you will receive a packet in the spring that provides specific information regarding the schedule of classes, registration procedures, tuition and fees, fingerprint packet and other program information necessary to start the program in mid-July.
*  
The application deadline is March 1, 2012.  The last test scores accepted will be from the April 2012

tests; however, submission of passing test scores prior to April 1 will receive priority placement.

If you have any questions throughout the admission process, for program and admission to the University  please contact:


Janet Frye – MAT Office Coordinator & Graduate Admissions

(541) 962-3772


jfrye@eou.edu

