Financial Aid Changes to Progress Standards
Effective July 1, 2011

As a result of federal regulation changes pertaining to the review of academic progress for students receiving Title IV financial aid, EOU has updated our Satisfactory Academic Progress (SAP) policy.  While we are still unsure of the impact on our current student population, the office strategized communicating the changes to increase awareness and decrease potential impact.
Students began receiving information (via email) about the changes during spring term 2011.  The emails notified students that effective July 1st they would be required to be making progress toward graduation with a completion rate of their coursework of 67%.  In addition they were notified that they would be monitored each term to be sure they successfully completed the number of credit hours they received aid for with a minimum of a 2.0 term GPA.  If a student is unsuccessful for two consecutive terms their aid is revoked and the student has the option to file an appeal.  This is a change from the historic 3 terms of non-progress before a student reached revoke status.
The financial aid office implemented the new regulations on July 1st.  Students reviewed at the end of spring term that did not make academic progress for three consecutive terms and had their aid revoked were able to appeal.  If their appeal was granted they would be reviewed again at the end of their next term of attendance.  A successful term would allow the student’s aid to go back into good standing.  Should a student again fail to make academic progress their aid would be revoked again and this appeal would be reviewed by the financial aid committee.  All students that were not in revoked status at the end of spring term were allowed a “clean slate” to begin the new process.   The financial aid office believed that students should be given the opportunity to be informed of the policy and begin a new year with an effective understanding of the expectations required to continue receiving aid.  
By the end of fall term the financial aid office will be able to measure any effect the policy changes may have on student retention.  The office continues to communicate the changes specifically with students and their Advisors to educate them of these changes.  Once quantitative measures are available we will be able to better understand the impact of these federal regulations on our EOU retention.
