Eastern Oregon University
General Education Assessment

Pilot Project:

Content Knowledge Outcome

Course Assignment Rubric:  Course Totals

GE Course:  ​​​​​​​​​​​​​​_PHIL 101 Self, World, and God   Professor: Jeff Johnson__ 
Number of Students Assessed:  __36___
Content Knowledge:  Demonstrate the ability to use the vocabulary, content, and conceptual knowledge in a variety of disciplines.
The pilot began with 6 faculty participants.  One colleague withdrew from the pilot study before the first team meeting.

Through a spectacular instance of miscommunication, the team leader believed that the pilot was proceeding as discussed at the team meeting, but the other members of the team believed that the pilot was on hold until a couple of procedural questions were answered (there was widespread agreement that Informed Consent was not required, and one colleague was adamant that samples from his class, particularly Developing, would not be posted to the web). Thus, only PHIL 101 was assessed in the pilot in order to pilot the efficacy of using a common rubric across many disciplines. 
 PHIL 101
	Outcome
	1

Developing
	2

Adequate
	3

Proficient

	 Concepts, Themes, and Vocabulary
	Fails to use key concepts, themes, and vocabulary in a given discipline. 
	Uses key concepts, themes, and vocabulary in a given discipline most of the time. 
	Consistently and accurately uses key concepts, themes, and vocabulary in a given discipline.


	Issues and Ideas
	Fails to identify and describe issues and ideas within a given discipline.
	Identifies and describes issues and ideas within a given discipline most of the time.
	Consistently and accurately identifies and describes issues and ideas within a given discipline.

	# of students/

% of Total
	8 / 22.2%
	12 / 33.3%
	16 / 44.4%

	Results:  #/% of Students performing  at  institutional benchmark of 85% at 2 or 3
	8 / 22.2%
	28 / 77.8%
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Assessment Prompt

PHILOSOPHY 101: SELF, WORLD, AND GOD
Critically assess the quality of the evidence that Al Gore presents in defense of his claims that global warming is real, and that humans are responsible for some of the warming.  Use the tools of inference to the best explanation as a way of explaining and assessing Gore’s argument.  Assume your reader has only casually watched the movie, and does not know about inference to the best explanation.
· 800 to 1500 words

· Double-spaced

· On the “above” topic

· Required organizational structure

· Explanation of Gore’s argument—thesis, evidence, schematic form

· Rival explanations

· Explanation and justification of your rank order

· Your assessment of the quality of Gore’s evidence

Required readings in the Course Documents folder

1st draft due, in class, 2/19/09

Required attendance 2/19/09

Peer review drafts

Final draft due 3/11/09

25% of course grade
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Closing the Loop:  Project Reflections

PHIL 101:  SELF, WORLD, AND GOD
Closing the Loop on Assessment:  Comment holistically on how well students achieved the learning outcome you were assessing against this rubric.  Is there anything you would change next time to improve the design of the activity/assignment so as to improve the outcome?

The prompt worked very well for the Critical Thinking outcome in GEC (Spring 2008).  I found the outcome of vocabulary for Content Knowledge trivial.  And the outcomes of concepts, themes, issues, and ideas so general and vague that I was unsure what I was really measuring.  I really don’t believe that Content Knowledge is something to be assessed within General Education, but is more appropriately assessed within academic programs.
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Recommendations
1. Some better justification for requiring Informed Consent must be found.  Colleagues find this bureaucratic and unnecessary.
2. Some academic areas will be very uncomfortable with the posting of exemplars, even anonymously, to the web.  Only aggregate information should be posted and student samples be kept on file.

3. Content Knowledge should be presupposed in any university course, and should not be defined across disciplines.  Academic content should be assessed within specific programs.
These recommendations were made and approved at EPCC and approved at the College of Arts and Sciences meeting on 9/21/09
