Eastern Oregon University – College of Arts and Sciences

Meeting Minutes – February 4, 2010

	Presenter and/or Time
	Agenda Item
	Discussion
	Outcome

	3:22 p.m. 

Marilyn Levine, Dean
	I.  Welcome and Call to Order 
	
	None

	Dean Levine
	II.  Minutes Approval
	Minutes for October 29, 2009 and November 19, 2009 CAS meetings. 
	Motion was made and seconded to approve both sets of minutes.

Approved unanimously.

	Mike Cannon, Dean of Enrollment Services 
	Advising Update


	Guest Dean Cannon attended meeting to give an update on the resolution put forth by CAS faculty regarding the professional advisers.  

· Three new advising positions (1.5 fte) will be added to focus on freshmen advising.  The positions will be housed in Academic Advising (ACA) in Inlow Hall.

· The three CAS professional advisers will remain in their current offices in their divisions, and will still report to ACA

· CAS advisers will hold onto undeclared sophomore students.  ACA is currently working on sophomore retention.   60-70% rate in sophomore retention needs to be addressed.

· The FTEs for Joella and Sam will revert back to what they were before they were moved to Enrollment Services.  They will be at .50 FTE for 10 months.

Comments:

A faculty member expressed appreciation that CAS faculty were listened to and heard.  It was noted there have been conversations with BMCC to be part of a University prep college.  The impression/concern that CAS has of Enrollment Services is that students are directed to take online courses and they are continually being advised into a Liberal Studies Degree.  Dean Cannon does not believe they are pushing the LS Degree.  He welcomed discussion about this issue at another time.  Meanwhile, if any faculty member has questions about the transition of online students declaring a major and to whom they turn to as an advisor, they should contact Liz Burton.  Dean Levine asked about the status of transfer evaluations and the CAT Program.  Dean Cannon stated that the transfer evaluation process is getting cleaner all the time and the advisers will continue to be involved.
	None

	Regina Braker, Chair
	Curriculum Approvals
	Div of Soc Sci and Mod Languages

New course approval HIST 345 Environmental History, 5 cr.  An essential interdisciplinary component of the Environmental Studies Degree.


	Motion was made and seconded to approve HIST 345. Vote: unanimous approval.



	
	
	Modern Lang and Global Cultures - Change in existing Program/Minor:

1)  Title change for SPAN 350 – Spanish History through Film and 

Literature.

2)  New electives added to:

Global Studies Concentration

      - SPAN 335 Hispanic Visual Culture

      - SPAN 336 Global Issues–El Mundo; HUM 336 Global Issues

Dual Language Concentration

      - SPAN 335 Hispanic Visual Culture

      - SPAN 336 Global Issues–El Mundo; HUM 336 Global Issues

Spanish Concentration

     - SPAN 335 Hispanic Visual Culture

     - SPAN 336 Global Issues–El Mundo

3) Change in Spanish Minor:

· Add 2 electives: SPAN 335, Hispanic Visual Culture, SPAN 336 Global issues-El Mundo

· Change in requirement:  At least two UD courses in literature, culture or film, conducted in Spanish with the majority of reading and writing assignments in Spanish are required.  Courses must be taken as Eastern.


	Motion was made and seconded to approve all MLGC program changes. 
Vote: unanimous approval.



	Anna Cavinato, Chair
	
	Division of Science, Math, Technology 

Biology - Change in existing program/minor:

Addition of Biology electives to the biology minor:  BIOL 345 Molecular Biology, BIOL 411, Virology, BIOL 428 Genes and Development, BIOL 462 Cellular Neurobiology.
	Motion was made and seconded to approve Biology changes. 

Vote: Unanimous approval.



	Jodi Varon
	FPC Report
	Professor Varon gave a report on the online evaluation interim policy that Faculty Personnel Committee has been charged with.  Issues are who will do the online evaluations and the timeline and the questions that should be asked.  Professor Varon asked faculty members to compose 5 questions at their next division meetings to put on the scantron.  The form will be administered online for all on campus and off campus students.  There will be a narrative box for students to comment in.  

Comments:  

· What is the rationale for on campus students to fill out online evaluations?  The main reason is the enormous amount of time involved to distribute and collect the forms each term.  The U of O has a 70% success rate in administering online evaluations.  What is U of O’s incentive since nationally this is not the case.  The incentive is that grades would be posted earlier for those students completing the teaching evaluation online.  

· Univ. of WA website has a set of evaluation questions that have been used successfully.  Professor Varon will send the URL to CAS faculty for ideas/options for EOU to use.  

· The current eval questions do not pertain to the sciences. There should be a core set of questions and a subset of questions pertaining to the particular course.  

A record of the narrative box will be kept in a database.  Since the revision of the eval questions will affect junior faculty, faculty were asked to pay careful attention when composing the form.
	

	
	Updates and Announcements

Updates and Announcements, continued


	· Theatre: The Odd Couple will open tonight in the Schwarz Theatre; Mainstreet will open 4 weeks from today in McKenzie Theatre.  Faculty members were invited to send an email if they had a particular show they would like to see offered next year.

· Kenn Wheeler will be the colloquium speaker next Thursday.

· Tonight at 5:30 p.m. Professor David Axelrod will read from his new book of poetry.  Matt Cooper will perform at the Ale House following the reading.
· Nightingale Gallery has a new show opening tomorrow night 6:00-8:00 p.m.

· The Grande Ronde Symphony Orchestra will perform next Wednesday at 7:30 p.m.

· The Portland Opera Group will be on campus next week. Two guests will perform at 7:30 p.m. on Tuesday.   Friday evening there will be a children’s opera performance - written by retired English/Writing Professor, Dr. Thomas Madden.

· Dean Levine extended congratulations to Dr. Amy Yielding, new math professor, who recently had her first paper accepted.


	

	
	For the Good of the Order
	1. The Power of Place – hope is to have a mini symposium put together.

2. The City of La Grande is pursuing the purchase of the Dominoes building downtown.  Dale Mammen is spearheading the project.  Above Dominoes was the Liberty Theatre which used to hold 600 seats.  A tour of the theatre will be scheduled - Peter Wordelman will let you know when.  Anyone interested in historical preservation should contact Dean Levine and she will put them in contact with Mr. Mammen.

3. “Walk for Warmth” is scheduled for this Saturday.  Over $10K was raised last year to help community residents pay for their heating bills.

4. March 8 is the Annual International Womens’ Day celebration.  Many events are scheduled- including a La Voix des Femmes Art Exhibition from 5:30 to 7:00 p.m.
5. The PCSW website has been updated to nominate candidates for the Women of Vision and Courage awards.
	

	Dean Levine
	Meeting Adjournment
	The meeting adjourned at 4:15 p.m.
	


