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Anthropology 407 / Sociology 407 
Capstone Symposium

Spring 2006

2006 Topic – A Current Events Multi-project

Assignment:  For this assignment, each student will present a “multi-project” (see guidelines below) expressing an anthropological / sociological perspective on one of three topics. The class period on Tuesday, May 9, will include a seminar and discussion of these articles:

On the remaining two nights, May 16 and May 23, students will present their projects to the class, and will answer questions from the faculty and each other. 

Questions/topics to be explored in the multi-project: For each topic below, there will be one or more articles placed on reserve. You should, however, do additional research on your chosen topic. 

· IRAQ: After three years of war following the U.S.-led invasion and overthrow of Saddam Hussein, Iraq is experiencing a swelling of sectarian violence, with Shiite and Sunni Muslims attacking each other’s mosques and neighborhoods. How might an anthropologist or sociologist explain this sectarian violence? What relationship, if any, does this sort of violence have with the war being waged by the U.S. against Iraqi “insurgents”? 

· DARFUR: After several years of internal violence and strife (and, some might add, external global apathy), two million people from the Darfur region of Sudan have been driven from their homes and live as refugees with little food or medical care in camps in Sudan and neighboring countries. At least 100,000 people have been killed (by armed members of an ethnic group, the Janjaweed, supported by the ruling government), and thousands of women raped. How might an anthropologist or sociologist analyze/explain this situation, as well as the Western world’s apparent timidity about addressing it?    

· THE OCEANS: In recent years, scientists and environmentalists have become alarmed at the state of the oceans, where many fisheries and other resources are heading toward a crisis and may now be on the verge of extinction or collapse. As an anthropologist/sociologist, how would you analyze/explain the human institutions and activities that have brought about such profound changes in the ocean ecosystems? 

· TABOR: In some states, anti-tax activists have promoted a TABOR or “Taxpayers’ Bill of Rights” to be voted on in legislatures or on ballot measures. A TABOR restricts a state’s ability to raise revenues beyond a certain level. Oregon faces such a measure in an upcoming election, but Colorado voters recently rejected one. How might an anthropologist or sociologist explain both anti-taxation movements and situations when people reject the anti-tax arguments? 

Concepts and Perspectives:  To begin your project, think about the various anthropological and sociological concepts and perspectives you have learned and applied over the past years. Your task now is to utilize these concepts to shed light in a creative way on your chosen topic. Look through the texts and glossaries of books you have had in your classes to get ideas for concepts and perspectives. Consult with your assigned faculty mentor, if desired, as well as each other.  

Your project must include the following items: 
a)  A two-page paper summarizing the ideas and perspectives covered in your project. This paper will be turned in at the end of the symposium. 

b)  One other piece of writing.  This may include poetry, a short story, a short play, a tall tale, a fictitious interview with a famous person, a real interview with someone, a personal reflection, and so forth. 

c)  A visual component: photographs, paintings or drawings, advertising, etc.

d)  A physical item that is representative or symbolic of your concept/perspective.

e)  Any other components you think will help to illustrate your ideas.

f)  An appropriate “container” for your multi-project.

Be sure your project is narrow enough to allow for an intelligent presentation within the constraints of your topic. You will need to conduct additional research about your topic using outside resources. Be sure to cite these sources in your paper using a professional citation and bibliographic style. 

Be as creative as you like, but remember: you must make an analytical point (or two) about your subject matter. Stay focused! All of these topics can be and are studied extensively by anthropologists and sociologists. They are not just a “matter of opinion” or individual whim. 

The Symposium schedule will be as follows:
Informational meeting:
Tuesday, April 4
7:00 p.m.

Ackerman 105

Symposium Meetings:
Tuesday, May 9
7:00-10:00 p.m.
Ackerman 105

Tuesday, May 16
7:00-10:00 p.m.
Ackerman 105

Tuesday, May 23
7:00-10:00 p.m. 
Ackerman 105

Other Logistics:
1)  Your final paper is due in faculty hands on the night of your presentation. Keep in mind that you may be asked to make revisions before it is finally accepted. You may turn in other parts of your project as well, for example, a poem, if they are not too cumbersome.

2)  Each student will be assigned a faculty mentor. Consulting with this mentor for ideas and guidance is strongly encouraged. 

3)  Each student will also be assigned as the respondent for one other student. You should meet with this person and discuss his or her project in advance, and be prepared to offer thoughtful comments as a respondent.  Student respondents will be responsible for beginning the entire discussion of each student’s multi-project.  Plan to get the discussion off to a solid, scholarly beginning.  (See guidelines for respondents, below.)

4)  Be prepared to discuss the assigned articles on ____________ at the May 9 meeting.

5)  Be prepared to discuss and/or ask questions about any or all projects, as appropriate during the Symposium presentations.

6)  Dress professionally, as if you are giving a presentation at a scholarly conference.

Additional Guidelines
For the 2-page Paper:
· Your paper should be written in a clear, scholarly style aimed at an audience of fellow anthropologists and sociologists.  It should be coherent, i.e., have a beginning, middle, and end, all of which hold together. Cite external sources.

· Do not ramble!  Make sure your paper/project has a clear theme and makes a point.  Do not try to do too much.  A telling observation of real significance will convey much more than a rambling meditation.

For the Evening Presentation(s):

For Respondents:
· Offer thoughtful opening remarks in response to the project to which you are assigned. Again, meet with your assigned presenter in advance.

· Perhaps give your own critical (as in “critical thinking”) example that relates in some way to the presenter’s idea(s).

· Raise a question, especially a thought-provoking question, that gives the presenter something to address in his/her reactions to your remarks.

· Remember that you are the one who leads things off for the presenter’s comments and for discussion by the group as a whole. 

For Presenters:
· Show us your best anthropological/sociological understanding of the topic you have chosen. Remember that the capstone represents a pulling together of your education thus far in Anthropology/Sociology, in higher education generally, and even in your life as a whole.

     For Other Participants:

· We will take time at the beginning of each evening for all students to walk around and view the various multi-projects. The more formal question and answer period will then follow. 
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