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Course description: All human activity has consequences for the natural environment. The natural environment has also shaped the development of human civilization. Yet rarely is the natural world considered worthy of sociological study. This course will examine the ways humans interact with their natural environments, and examine some of the consequences of those interactions, mixing theory, history and example to look at energy use, resource consumption, population growth, technology, and politics. 
By the time we're finished, you'll have a much more sophisticated understanding of how humans and their environments are connected, and how these connections have consequences for what we do now and what we'll be able to do in the future as societies. Environment and society can only be separated in the most artificial ways. As activist Barry Commoner once said, 'everything is connected to everything else.'

This course fulfills requirements for the new gen-ed category of Human Behavior (HB), as well as Social Sciences (for old gen ed). The gen-ed curriculum assumes that ‘every educated person should have some acquaintance with certain traditional areas of human knowledge and experience and be able to synthesize and contextualize this knowledge within their own lives.’ This course is designed to provide students with an understanding of how human societies interact with their environment—how the environment shapes humans, and vice versa. It will help them grasp concepts that are critical to debates on global warming, pollution, environmentalism, consumption, and globalization. Social science rarely admits to the fact that humans are not exempt from natural laws. This course provides a ‘corrective’ to ecologically underinformed perspectives on society.

Prerequisites: There are no required prerequisites, but Soc 205, a biology or environmental science course is recommended. 

Course objectives

1. To better understand the ways in which humans and natural environments interact with one another, both in historical and contemporary venues.

2. To examine key issues with respect to the environment, including population growth, natural resource consumption, global warming and climate change, technology, economic growth and globalization, and to use critical and abstract thinking skills in this process.
3. To learn how to think more critically about environmental representations in the mass media.
Learning outcomes  Upon completion students will demonstrate the capacity to:

1. analyze the ecological impacts of human social activity;

2. analyze the driving social forces behind environmental problems;

3. critically examine environmental advocacy groups and movements and identify corporate influence and propaganda;

Assessment means: I will test your knowledge weekly over course content in quizzes (20%); I will there will be an analysis of a website representing a corporate-sponsored environmental ‘front group’ (20%); a series of quizzes designed to test your ability to think abstractly about the week’s material (20%); and your participation, engagement and contribution to discussion boards (30%). You will also receive 50 points for participating in end-of-week and end-of-term surveys, designed to help improve this course and DDE offerings in general. This course meets specific gen-ed requirements for learning outcomes as follows: ‘Students should be able to employ basic terminology and concepts of the specific subdiscipline’: This course provides an overview of the field of environmental sociology. Students will be tested on basic concepts and theory in both a midterm and final exam; ‘characterize competing sub-paradigms within the social sciences’: one assignment asks students to analyze corporate-funded websites that serve as ‘front groups’ for a corporate industry political agenda; students will also be exposed to debates on global warming, and to compare environmental ethics frameworks ; ‘critique social and economic institutions and analyze their historical context’: Capitalism, industrialization, and specifically the fossil fuel industry will be focal points for debate and discussion in discussion boards.

Requirements

· You’ll be asked to participate in online discussions based on assigned readings and lecture material;

· You’ll have various assignments to complete, including weekly quizzes, reflection papers (every other week), critical evaluation of a web site, along with weekly and end-of-term surveys evaluating the course and your performance;

· You’ll need to gain access to the following text (in addition to readings that will be available through electronic reserve from Pierce Library):

Allan Schnaiberg and Kenneth Gould. 2000. Environment and Society: The Enduring Conflict. New York: Blackburn Press. (There’s a 1994 edition you can use, if you don’t find the new one—it’s the same minus a new preface, and an epilogue at the end of the book—the page numbering is the same as well). 

Jared Diamond. 2005. Collapse: Why some societies succeed and others fail. 

I recommend trying the Advanced Book Exchange (www.abebooks.com) if you’re looking for an inexpensive copy of one of these texts.

Class format

The course will emphasize online discussion. I will post online lecture material in the ‘external links’ section of Blackboard, when I feel it fills gaps in the reading assignments. You will find the readings assignments in the ‘assignments’ section of Blackboard. 

Assignments

	Assignment
	Description
	Points
	total pts

	Web site analysis
	Choose a web site from given list and critically evaluate
	100
	100

	Quizzes
	Once weekly, available Saturday afternoon through Tuesday night
	10 x 15
	150

	Evaluation 
	End-of term self-evaluations of performance, class contributions
	10
	(extra cr)

	Participation
	Discussion boards
	150
	150

	Totals
	400


Description of assignments

Web site analysis

On the course web page is a list of web sites related to the environment in some way. Your job is to choose one of these web sites, and evaluate it. There are three sections to this assignment:

1. Who’s behind the website (sponsoring organization(s), funders, etc.)? What is their interest in disseminating information about the environment? You might want to do some google search to check up on  the sponsors—things on the web are not always what they seem . . . 

2. Website content. What kinds of content can you find, how current is the information, what is the quality of the content (i.e., is it written by the webmaster, by well-known scientists [and how would you find this out?], politicians, PR professionals, etc.), who seems to be the intended audience, etc.?

3. Functionality. Is it easy to navigate, intuitive, do you get lost, is there content that is hard to find because of poor design, is it full of commercial ads and banners, pop-ups, etc., are there 15 different font styles . . . does it look homemade, or is it the product of slick production and web authoring, etc.?

Critical thinking skills

1. What reference sources does the site use (informational sources, scientific, news, watchdog, googled sources, etc.)?

2. Site history (any clues as to why it was created, either official or from critics?), what organizations/foundations are behind (i.e., funding/supporting) the site? How transparent is the site (how much can you learn about who’s behind it from their own content)? How is it funded?

3. Is the site deceptive? In what ways (concrete examples—think about the sources of information—where do they come from, are they credible/respected, etc.)? Do they use specific techniques of deception, references to patriotism, fear, smearing critics, referring to ‘junk science,’ etc.? To respond to this one, you will have to do some homework and examine some of the claims made by the site.

4. How effective is the site at communicating its information? What kinds of ‘experts’ are involved? Does it have links for journalists (is it trying to work its way into mainstream news)? Do other sites link to this one? Mainstream sites, or other like-minded sites? 

5. Production, graphics—is it slick, does it look homemade, like something the Unabomber would do? 

6. Describe what you did, where you went, what research you undertook.

You’ll be evaluated on your description and analysis:

1. Description of the site. The above should serve as a guide.
2. Using evidence, logic from available sources. Have you drawn on evidence from articles/online lecture material to support your points/conclusions?

3. Recognizing authority. Have you evaluated the author’s / authority’s points of view and credibility to offer them (what are their credentials? Are they respected? Where do they get their funding?)

4. Recognition of multiple dimensions of an issue. It isn’t enough to pick apart the website—all of these have valid points to make as well, and it is your job to explore the complexity of some of these issues—they are not black and white—and to show me you understand both sides of an argument (you may disagree violently with one side, but you must show me you understand it).

This will obviously require some detective work on your part—I want to know what the sites are all about, what individuals or groups or corporations are behind them, what others may think or be writing about them (you might want to do a google search), what kinds of activities do they engage in (e.g., do they specialize in natural resources, energy, environmental litigation, property rights, etc.), what is their philosophy, how do they engage in politics and where do they fall on the political spectrum (e.g., liberal, conservative, partisan, libertarian).

I expect a paper of 4-5 pages, and a good deal of analysis—I do not want summaries of content on specific pages. I want to know what the organization or website is all about, its audience, its strategy/techniques for communicating to its audience, etc. Are they who they appear to be, or are they hiding behind a phony-sounding name? On the list of websites are other web-based resources that will help you do some of this work, but I’d also recommend spending some time searching Google. Again, this is detective work. Some combination of these resources will be indispensable in doing this assignment:

The following sites will help you ask some critical questions about the site you’ve chosen:

· Jan Alexander and Marsha Ann Tate’s page on website evaluation
· Esther Grassian, ‘Thinking critically about world wide web resources’
· Penn State University Library tutorial on evaluating web resources
The following resources will help you with your detective work about the site (i.e., learning all of the things you’re unlikely to find from the site itself):

· Sourcewatch.org (excellent for exposing PR and propaganda—good not only for listing and describing front groups, but specific individuals as well—use the search function liberally)

· Media transparency.org (very good for identifying organizations funding front groups, and the non-profit foundations that support their work)

· Google it (see what other sites have to say about the one you’re researching)

· Mapcruzin Greenwash page (a search on the term ‘greenwash’ would yield some useful sites)

For content research, these sites might prove helpful:

· Natural Resources Defense Council (www.nrdc.org) 

· Union of Concerned Scientists (www.ucsusa.org) 

I will be looking to see that you used outside sources to analyze your website and write your papers. You should cite all of the sources, web-based or otherwise, that you use at the end of your paper. APA style is fine, or you can use the format I use when citing articles or web pages.

100 points possible. I would like to see a draft a week before the due date—November 12. Turning in a draft is worth 10 points. Your score on the draft will be an indication of how you’ll do on the final version if you continue to develop the ideas you’ve presented.

The final version will be due before the Thanksgiving break (Monday, November 19). The final version will be worth 90 points. This is a major assignment—make sure you give it careful thought.

Quizzes

Each week we’ll have a quiz at the end of the week. This is where I’ll test your knowledge of the content for the week, and how well you’ve grasped readings and online material. I’ll have it posted by Saturday afternoon, and you’ll have until Tuesday night (usually midnight) to complete it. These will be timed, and once you start, you need to finish, so don’t open them up until you’re ready—that means you’ve done the readings and participated in the discussion boards. Also, make sure you have checked out any lecture material online (in the ‘external links’ section) before you take the quiz. There will usually be 3 to 5 questions, either short answer, multiple choice, or fill in the blank, and each quiz is worth 15 points. Quizzes will be available from the ‘weekly quizzes’ section of Blackboard.

Quizzes will be worth 37.5% of your overall grade (150 pts)

Participation

This is really the most critical part of the course. This is the online discussion part of the class in Blackboard. Because we do not have a final project in this course, I will have very high standards for this portion of the course. Some general rules:

· You need to do the discussion while everyone else is (i.e., no going back three weeks later, unless there are unusual circumstances you’ve cleared with me first);

· You need to post every week—One posting for each thread I create in the discussion board for the week, and at least one reply to someone else’s post. This means you could have up to six or eight per week (usually I’ll have three questions to frame the week’s discussion).

· Your posts need to be thoughtful. There are 10 points possible for posting, and 5 points for the quality of the posts. This is somewhat subjective, I agree, but I will be looking for evidence of thought—maybe the post is short, but condensed and full of meaning and significance. I’ll be looking to see that it reflects some preparation and intellectual effort on your part. Of course bringing in outside sources you’ve looked up is always a way to score points. So it’s not just length, although it’s very hard to show evidence you’ve been reading and thinking about a topic in a couple of sentences.


There are several kinds of postings that can gain you credit: 

· You can pose a question for the group, and then try to answer it or explain why you asked it. 

· You can provide other research or web resources you’ve found that shed light on a subject we’ve discussing. 

· You can summarize a long discussion thread and try to distill it down to one or a few issues. 

· You can reply to others’ postings—either agreeing or disagreeing, the main thing is that you provide evidence and some logical argument to back up what you’re saying. 

· The key is, show me more than your opinion on something—Unsupported statements won’t get you more than a ‘3’ for the quality of your postings for the week. 


Points will be based on the following criteria:

· Your ability to reflect on the questions or the readings/lecture material. To receive full credit, you need to show you’ve not only been through the readings, but understood them and used them as evidence to support your views.

· Your grasp of the topic. You don’t necessarily need to show mastery of each reading or topic, but you do need to ask questions where you’re unclear to clarify your understanding and show me you’re putting effort into understanding the material. Again, if you try to do this without referring to the readings or lecture material, I won’t even know if you’ve read it. So ‘I don’t get it’ won’t garner you many points.

· Your ability to communicate your ideas. I would like to see good, organized writing. Complete sentences, spell-checked, and all that. If you’re citing something, do it correctly, give us a web page. ‘I agree’ is okay, as long as it’s followed by a well-reasoned explanation of why you agree with a previous post (again, citing evidence).

· Bringing in outside materials. I encourage this, but I also want you to have evaluated these materials. If it’s the first .com site you found on google, I’ll let you know if I think it’s a suspect source.

We will practice standard ‘netiquette’ (discussion board behavior). No ‘flaming’ of individuals. This is where we discuss, debate and exchange ideas. I will deal with personal attacks privately, but harshly, so don’t do it—we’re here to encourage everyone to participate, so please don’t engage in things that discourage others from doing so. 

Worth 30% of overall grade (150 points). 100 for the number of posts, 50 for their quality.
Survey

I will be asking you to complete a survey at the end of the term. This will be anonymous—I will know that you’ve completed it, because a checkmark will show up in the grade book. However, I will not know which is yours, and I don’t really care. The survey is designed to help me better understand how the course is working out, and to get you to evaluate your own level of participation and satisfaction with the course and your performance. The goal is to help me provide students with the best learning opportunities, but you will receive points for completing it (10 possible). I depend on constructive comments from students to continually improve my courses and address any perceived problems, so I expect students to take this seriously, and accordingly I attach a significant point value to it.

Grading procedures

‘The A students get hired by the B students, who end up working for the C students.’ 

Al McGuire (describing students who focus on grades instead of learning).

I will grade on a straight percentage:   

	90-100%
	361 – 400 pts
	A

	80-89%
	321 – 360 pts
	B

	70-79%
	281 – 320 pts
	C

	60-69%
	241 – 280 pts
	D

	Below 60%
	       < 280 pts
	F


All grades are final. Unless I’ve made some mathematical error, I do not negotiate grades once the term is over. If you have a goal for the class with respect to your grade, it’s your responsibility to do what you need to to meet that goal, find out how to improve if you’re not meeting your goal, and read carefully the syllabus—the blueprint for doing well in this course is written within . . . In other words, if you think you deserve a certain grade, you’ll have to earn it during the term.

Policies, expectations

Academic integrity

The university's official position: Eastern Oregon University places a high value upon the integrity of its student scholars. Any student found guilty of academic misconduct (including, but not limited to, cheating, plagiarism, or theft of an examination or supplies) may be subject to having his or her grade reduced in the course in question, being placed on probation or suspended from the university, or being expelled from the university--or a combination of these. (see section II of the 2002-03 Student Handbook, p. 32ff, and p. 41 ff).

My interpretation: Plagiarism is taking credit for work, ideas, papers, that are not yours. Universities make lots of literature available for a nominal fee, the bargain being that if you use the ideas of others, you'll credit them. So it isn't just wholesale theft, but as the above says, deception, misrepresentation, etc. Be sure you're familiar with what plagiarism is, and how to avoid it. The Penn State University Library has a good Web page on citing your sources. There are links on the course web page (under ‘web links’). I recommend you look at it before you turn in papers in this class or others. If you're caught plagiarizing, you'll receive an 'F' on the assignment and possibly for the course. Doing your own work turns out to be more rewarding in the long term.

Due dates and late assignments

Assignments are expected in class on the day they're due. Late assignments will be assessed a penalty (one letter grade for each day, increasing with lateness). You can turn in assignments electronically by using the assignments feature from the assignments folder (just click on the link and it should be apparent how it works). I will see you’ve turned something in in the gradebook, and will send you my comments and evaluation. We will not be using the digital dropbox in this course. Nor do I want you to send me files electronically via email (they tend to get mixed up with my on-campus assignments). If you have extenuating circumstances for being late, I'm always willing to listen, but in fairness to others who've managed to get them in on time, it'll have to be good, and I’m more sympathetic when you anticipate problems.

Posted due dates are pretty firm. They may change over the course of the term, but they'll be the same for everyone. Turning in an assignment late will lead to a deduction. If you notify me on the due date that it will be late, and get it in the next day, the deduction is one letter grade (the total number of points you can get is 10% less than the total possible). Later notifications or assignments turned in will be dealt with on a case-by-case basis. Printer/server/computer problems are your responsibility. If you're having trouble for whatever reason, you need to try to plan for it and let me know in advance (which should give you time to . . . not have trouble). If you’re having trouble with Blackboard, write your posts in Word and paste them into Blackboard.

Note: Class schedule and assignments may be revised during the course of the term as needed.

Expectations

I will justify my lecture and reading material, assignments, etc., by showing its relevance to the overall course objectives. I will provide a friendly environment for discussion of ideas, try to make you think, impart personal experiences relevant to course material, and be generally accessible, approachable, and clear and precise about course expectations. With respect to coverage of content, I tend to emphasize depth over breadth—I would rather cover less points thoroughly, at a reasonable and engaging pace, than pledge strict allegiance to a course schedule. 

In turn I expect students will do their own work, use or develop critical thinking skills and be able to express them on paper or in class discussion, speak up when unclear or in disagreement on a concept, either exhibit college-level writing skills or seek help to improve them, and refine note-taking skills. I'll look for progress in developing abstract thinking skills and students' abilities to focus on  the “big picture”—key  concepts delivered in class, their relevance to course material,  the real world, etc. Discussion in class will focus on ideas—we can debate people’s ideas in a respectful way, but personal attacks on individuals will not be tolerated. You’re expected to show respect to everyone in the class. If you have questions about what’s appropriate in class, follow the Golden Rule. 

Students with disabilities

Any student requiring assistance or accommodation from me in performing course-related work should make his/her needs known to me in a timely manner. If you have a documented disability or suspect that you have a learning problem, and require reasonable accommodations, please contact the Disability Services Program in Loso Hall 230 (phone 962-3081).

Topics by week (Go to Blackboard for complete list)
I. Humans and the environment: introduction

II. Humans and the environment: Understanding the interactions

III. Energy

IV. Ethics

V. Technology

VI. Population and resources

VII. Growth
VIII. Social movements
IX. Global Issues

X. What to do

Minuses will be given for the bottom third (0-3) of each range; pluses for the top third (7-9). I will also use pluses and minuses to help if I feel that one's grade did not reflect his/her effort; I will not use them to reduce a grade.
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