Capstone Requirements
Department of Psychology
Eastern Oregon University

Description of the Capstone project for Liberal Studies students

Purpose: The capstone in psychology is expected to integrate academic work in psychology and to extend expertise in a particular direction. Ideally, this direction is compatible with a student’s academic and employment interests. The capstone project is an opportunity for a student to investigate, and to demonstrate through writing, expert knowledge of their proposed topic.  The appropriate course for Liberal Studies students is LS 401, 4 credits.

Content:  The capstone project for Liberal Studies students consists of a professional paper submitted to the psychology faculty. This paper should represent a significant academic effort that draws upon empirical and conceptual evidence presented in professional publications of psychology and related fields and is organized as a review of the literature.  It is expected that students will utilize a variety of resources including literature databases, academic journals, books, and other scientific sources.  Non peer-reviewed Internet sources are not acceptable for the literature review.  Generally, students are expected to collect a sample of relevant supporting data to supplement their review of literature, and to include these data in tabular or graphical form within the capstone paper.

Process: Students will be expected to select a topic and prepare an outline with sufficient detail for faculty evaluation before beginning their capstone project. The outline should reflect, and document in APA format, the recent literature that will be included in their reviews.  A clearly stated thesis position must be included on the outline.

Once the psychology capstone advisor has approved the proposal, work on the project may commence.  The student and the psychology capstone advisor will negotiate the types of data collection and data presentation to be included in the project. Depending on the thesis topic, data may be collected through interviews, surveys, short experiments, internet searches, or meta-analyses of pertinent publications. The capstone   will represent a fair and comprehensive review of relevant literature, organized around the thesis statement.  All literature citations must be prepared in current APA format, and the final paper will be free of grammatical and spelling errors. Although there are no strict length requirements, it is anticipated that a capstone project will be between 15-25 pages in length (not including title, abstract, and references), with at least 15 – 20 primary source references reviewed in the paper.  

Generally, the capstone paper will undergo a number of revisions in consultation with the faculty advisor.  Most students find it takes at least two quarters to bring the capstone paper to acceptable completion.  The final version of the capstone project must be submitted at least two weeks before the end of the term in which a grade will be awarded. 

Suggested Schedule:
1. Contact the Liberal Studies point person in the Psychology Department prior to the term you wish to enroll for LS 401. The expectations for a psychology Liberal Studies capstone will be reviewed.  This can be done by phone, email, or in person.  The LS point person will facilitate contact with a Psychology Advisor for your project.  If you wish to work with a Psychology faculty member to develop of your capstone proposal before you register for LS 401, it may be suggested that you register for one term of PSY 405 Reading and Conference. 
1. From your undergraduate studies, decide upon a general research question you will to address in your capstone project.  This research question should integrate your minor areas of study.  Spend time reviewing the psychology literature to familiarize yourself with the types of studies that have been conducted – use the PsychNET or Medline databases, linked through Pierce Library, to search the relevant literature.  At this point, you should be able to narrow your general research question into a thesis statement to create your capstone proposal.
1. The capstone proposal must include a thesis statement, an outline, and a preliminary bibliography or reference list.  The thesis statement must clearly indicate the direction of the argument that will be developed and supported in the paper.  The outline must indicate a general organization of topics which logically develop the thesis statement argument.  Finally, the preliminary bibliography or list of references must show some familiarity with the professional literature in relation to the thesis statement.  
1. Present your capstone proposal to your Psychology Advisor.  Set out the expectations about the content of the proposal, timing of draft submissions, and the final project with the capstone advisor before you register for LS 401.
1. Register for the capstone course LS 401, 4 credits, one or two terms before you plan to graduate.
1. During the term you should complete the literature review, collect data, and prepare your final paper.  Submit the final project by the Monday of Week 9 of the enrolled term unless other arrangements were made with your advisor.

Evaluation: Discuss the specifics of how your capstone project will be evaluated with your capstone advisor as each advisor may emphasize the following criteria a bit differently.

The capstone paper:
1. Represents a fair and balanced review of the pertinent literature related to the proposed topic. Important citations are not missing or misrepresented.
1. Is not plagiarized and does not reflect reliance on non-peer reviewed Internet sources.
1. Is well-organized and free from grammatical errors. 
1. Incorporates a data collection or graphic representation component created by the student. 
1. Uses reference citations appropriately (current APA format). All sources are accurately cited in APA format both in the text and in the Reference section of the paper. 
1. Represents a significant academic effort at the 400 level.

Useful Materials: 
1. Publication Manual of the American Psychological Association, 6th Edition
1. PsychNET, a literature database available to all students through Pierce Library
1. Medline, a literature database available to all students through Pierce Library


Psychology Capstone Advisors:
1. Dr. Marie Balaban  	   Ph: 541.962.3791  	email: mbalaban@eou.edu
1. Dr. R.H. Ettinger  	   Ph: 541.962.3328  	email: ettinger@eou.edu
1. Dr. Charles Lyons  	   Ph: 541.962.3660 	email: clyons@eou.edu
1. Dr. Elwyn Martin	   Ph: 541.962.3459	email: emartin@eou.edu
1. Dr. DeAnna Timmermann  Ph: 541.962.3679	email: dtimmerman@eou.edu
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